
 

 
 
Date:  12th December 2018  To:  All Councillors  From:  Joanne Lowe, Parish Clerk 
 
 
Report:   Review of Vehicle Activated Signs 
 
 

 
The way in which Sutton Cheney Parish Council maintains its vehicle activated sign (VAS) is currently 
being reviewed in light of the responses made by residents through the Resident’s Survey.  
 
 
Using Volunteers 
 
Currently the Parish Council uses volunteers who use their own equipment (tools and stepladder) to 
dismantle the VAS from its bracket fixed to existing streetlight columns, charge the battery at home 
and then reinstates it at its alternate location between Dadlington and Sutton Cheney.  
 
A risk assessment has been drafted which suggests a number of preventative measures which will help 
to reduce risk of this task, including the production of a role description to outline precisely what is 
expected from the activities of the volunteer. As well as good practise, we also have a legal duty to 
ensure that reasonable steps have been made to protect the health and safety of our employees and 
volunteers. However, ultimately the decision to adopt the risk assessment is not mandatory and the 
final decision rests with the Parish Council.  
 
 
Option 1 To agree to continue using volunteers to maintain the VAS and not to adopt the risk 

assessment or any preventative measures 
 
Option 2  To agree to continue using volunteers to maintain the VAS and adopt the risk 

assessment (in its current or amended form) and its preventative measures. 
 
 
Purchase of New VAS  
 
The VAS currently owned by the Parish Council is 8 years old. 
 
If the Council agrees to purchase new VAS, it is presumed that a low maintenance, self-sustainable 
solution is preferable. 
 
If the Council agrees to purchase and install mains powered VAS, the Clerk has been advised by LCC 
Highways that the Council would need to undertake a lengthy and potentially costly process involving 
the appointment of a consultant to produce engineering drawings with locations, further consultations 
with affected residents, getting relevant permissions from Western Power and then appointing a 



contractor to install the device as well as applying for a permit to work on the Highway. The Clerk has 
requested the typical costings of this process from LCC Highways and this information will be circulated 
once they are received.  
  
Another potential drawback is the requirement to site any mains powered VAS to existing powers 
sources in the form of streetlights. Some streetlights in Sutton Cheney Parish are units attached to 
electrical utility poles and therefore may prove unsuitable, leaving options for suitable locations 
significantly limited.  
 
Alternative options may be to consider purchasing further battery powered VAS and integrate them 
into the volunteer maintenance schedule or to purchase solar powered alternatives which would not 
require any/little maintenance once installed.  
 
The Clerk has been advised by LCC Highways that solar powered and battery powered VAS are cheaper 
and follow very different guidelines. This information will be circulated once the Clerk receives further 
details prior to the meeting on 17th December.  

 
 
Option 1 To agree to purchase new battery powered VAS and integrate them into the existing 

volunteer maintenance scheme 
 
Option 2 To agree to purchase new mains powered OR solar powered VAS to replace the 

battery powered VAS we currently own. 
 
Types of Design 
 
Speed Tracking with / without message 
 

   

  
 
 



 
Fixed Message VAS 
 

 
 
 
Other Points of Discussion 
 

• Whether VAS collects data on speeding 

• How many VAS are required across the Parish and at which locations 
 


