
 

Changes to your Community Council   

We have 2 new co-opted members, Vikki Trelfer and Emma  

Dalseme and a new Chair, Sarah Atkin.   

Emma was last on the Community Council 15 years ago and for 

14 years has helped organise the St Boniface Fair.  Vikki is       

Membership Secretary of Transition Black Isle and is also on the 

Committee of Rosemarkie Allotments Group. 

Community Council meetings now alternate between Fortrose 

and Rosemarkie.  We also run a public surgery from 6.30-7pm   

before the start of monthly meetings.  Please come along then 

with your concerns and ideas.    

Letters to Fortrose library or the SPAR Rosemarkie;           

e-mail: fortroseandrosemarkie@gmail.com; message via 

@Facebook.com/FortrosemarkieCC or our web site 

www.fortrosemarkie.org.  
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Chanonry Point (CP) 

We had a boom in visitors to CP over the summer and traffic issues 

caused problems for residents and Fortrose Golf Club. Parking 

spilled onto the golf course, obscured junctions and blocked private 

driveways.  Ahead of the 2017/18 season, stakeholders and Highland 
Council are meeting to come up with a practical and affordable plan 

to manage traffic flows and encourage alternatives to car use.     

Rosemarkie Beach Café’s ‘Dolphin Cycle’ is one example of what can 

be done.  

 

Coastal Protection (Rosemarkie Caravan Park) 

Since the last newsletter things have moved forward and we are   

confident the work will finally be actioned to protect this stretch of 

coast.  Fortrose Golf Club is progressing with repairs to the breach 

near the 7th hole. This will prevent further damage and protect the 
integrity of the course and public footpath to Chanonry Point.  

 

Speed/Traffic 

Residents have raised concerns about the volume and speed of traffic 

through Fortrose High Street, and the ‘long-stay’ parking.  The CC      

invited Iain Moncrieff from Highland Council to see for himself.  We 

also pressed (again) for a 20 mph speed limit through Rosemarkie.        

There is a follow-up meeting before Christmas. 
 

Why speed matters  

Death rates when a pedestrian is hit by a vehicle: 

at 20mph are 5% 

at 30mph are 45% 

at 40mph are 95% 

A few mph is the difference between life and death.  So...think before 

you speed.  
 

Public Toilets (Highland Council Survey on charging) 

Our response was that it’s better to pay something than have no public 

toilets.  However, if people do pay they will expect the highest standards.   
 

Black Isle Education Centre (consultation on closure) 

FRCC agree that the BIEC should close as a school but continue to be 

developed as an outreach centre to support greater numbers of young 

people with Emotional and Behavioural Difficulties (EBD).  The site was 

gifted for educational purposes and is, in our opinion ideally suited and  

located.      

 

Current Issues 

 

 

 

‘Like’ us on Facebook for 

regular news. 

Dedicated Community 

Volunteer Fund 

Rosemarkie residents Gail   

Paterson & Muriel McLeman 

have set up an informal group 

of volunteers to smarten up 

public areas in the village.      

Inspired by this we’ve agreed 

to ‘ring fence’ part of our 

budget to support low level 

costs incurred by them and 

similar groups, e.g. petrol for 

strimmers, high vis vests, litter 

pickers etc..  

Hanging Baskets 

Thanks to Leslie Smith &    

Wilma Downie for looking 

after the hanging baskets and 

to Green Tree for their        

donation. 

 

 Seagull Menace 
 

Residents have been in touch 

about the menace of          

aggressive seagulls.  A link on 

the Highland web site - 

‘Animal Welfare and Pest     

Control’ -  provides           

information on the law and 

what can and cannot be done 

regarding seagull control.   

 

 

 

Buses: new timetable from 

Monday 9th January 2017 

 

News 
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ISSUE 2  

News & Views 

Greenside Farm (50 houses) 

A decision on this development is likely to be early in 2017. Drainage 

tests are currently underway to assess the technical suitability of the 

scheme.  Our concern remains the adverse impact on our local    

infrastructure and the blocking off, for good, of a potential by-pass 

route across the Black Isle.  

 

Ness Gap/Chanonry Park (22 additional houses) 

Despite the objection of the Community Council, applications for 22 

additional houses in addition to the 132 in the original master plan 

were approved.  The local development plan had suggested 100 as a 

suitable number for this site.  Work has begun on one play area   

although there were 2 in the original plans. In addition, there has 

been little in the way of visible ‘planning gain’ for our community 

from this large and lucrative development.  

 

Parklands Care Home (40-bed home) 

This application, on protected land to the north of Ness Road was 

refused planning. The appeal deadline passed in September.  The  

developer did not appeal this decision.   

 

Ship-to-Ship Oil Transfer at Sea 

FRCC supports Cromarty CC’s campaign to stop the Cromarty 

Firth Port Authority license application for ship-to-ship oil transfer 

at sea. Jointly with Avoch & Killen CC we organised a public    
meeting on Tuesday 29th November (accurate at time of printing) to 

inform our communities of the facts and potential impact should this 

license be granted. All the Moray Coast communities have an       

interest and yet none are official consultees. This is unjust and      

undemocratic.   

 

Marine House 

If planning is approved 2017 will see an iconic Rosemarkie landmark 

given a new lease of life. William Gray Construction and Ark Estates 

have submitted plans to convert Marine House into 11 luxury flats.  

FRCC supports the plans and will press for any planning gain to be 

spent in our community.  (See Community Spotlight) 

 

Planning Update 

Bag It and Bin It 

Do you ever forget to leave 

the house with dog poo bags?                 

Starting in early 2017 we’re 

going to supply free eco dog 

poo bags in various village   

outlets for a trial period.      

Do you support this?  

We’re also looking into the 

siting of dog waste bins in 

Fortrose.  Are they sensibly 

located?  Any other ideas to 

encourage responsible dog 

ownership are welcome. 

 

Anti-Social Behaviour 

Do our villages have a problem 

with anti-social behaviour? We 

hear of isolated incidents via 

the police and third hand   

reports about under-age  

drinking, but nothing directly.  

If you are affected or have a 

concern then please get in 

touch.   

 

 

 

 

‘Drop In & Tell Us’ events 

In January 2017 we’ll be     

running ‘drop in’ events for 

residents to come forward   

with ideas for how we can all 

improve day-to-day life in both 

village communities.  Look out 

for dates on the Facebook 

page and village notice boards.  

 



Useful Information 

Highland Council Customer Services 

 General: 01349 886 606 

 Roads, flooding, street lighting: 

01349 886 601 

 Pot Holes and road problems can be 

reported online via the Highland 

Council web site. 

   _______________________________ 
Printed by Highland Print Services,                

51 Church Street, Inverness, IV11DR. 

Marine House 

Marine House has long dominated the view of Rosemarkie 

from across the firth.  It is believed to have been built as Hawk 

Hill House in the late 18th century by Hugh MacLean.  The 

earliest record of Hugh MacLean in Rosemarkie was extracted 

from the register of sasines on August 28th 1788. It reads: 

‘Kenneth McEiver (sic) of Hawk Hill…sold several parcels of 

land and tenement, in and around Rosemarkie to Hugh       

MacLean, tacksman of Craigscorrie.’  Hugh MacLean married 

Margaret Nicholson and they had three sons, Hugh, Patrick and 

Malcolm. Patrick went on to become Provost of Fortrose for  

9 years and is commemorated by a wall plaque in Rosemarkie 

Churchyard. 

   

We know that in 1879 the house was owned by a Charles    

Arthur Nicholson who was possibly related to Hugh          

MacLean’s wife, Margaret.  By the turn of the century, though 

the house had become Hawk Hill Marine Hotel and, on the 

next change of ownership the Marine House Hotel.  For many 

decades it remained a popular destination for family holidays.  

A Miss McFarlane owned the hotel from the 1920’s to the 

1960’s.  The only interruption was during World War 2 when 

the building was requisitioned by the army and used as Army 

HQ.   

 

By the late 1990’s Marine House had become a residential care 

home. It closed in 2015.  It’s good news for the village that in 

2017 we can look forward to the renewal and redevelopment 

of this iconic Rosemarkie landmark.   

 

Many thanks to local historian Freda Bassindale for her help 

with this piece and to Groam House Museum. ‘Rosemarkie 

People and Places’ is published by Bassman Books. 

 

COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT 

Dates for the Diary 

 

Community Carol Singing   

Christmas Eve  

Fortrose Cathedral, 6.30pm 

 

Hogmanay Family Party 

Gordon Memorial Hall 

In aid of Malawi expedition 

Tickets on sale in the SPAR 

 

Seniors Lunch               

Wednesday 25th January 2017        

Fortrose Town Hall   

Thank you to Green Tree for their generous 

£100 donation.  

Annual Beach Cleans 

Saturday 25th March 2017, Rosemarkie 

Saturday 1st April 2017, Fortrose 

See Notice Boards for meeting times.  

 

Hawk Hill Hotel (above). Photograph below dated c1930’s. 

Note: extensive alterations were made to the building over 

the years. 

 

Huge thanks to Lucy Tonkin (CC member) &  

colleagues from Lifescan for spending a day           

clearing the railway path & to Eilean Dubh for the 

lunch.  


