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KCC Minutes of Meeting held on 20th January 2026 in North Kessock 7pm

1. Welcome, Attendance & Apologies  
Present:   John Stott (Chair), Sylvia Bertram, Hannah Barrows, Amy Buchanan, Catherine Holmes, Ben Thomas, LB and Cllr Lyndsey Johnston

Apologies:   Deborah Tuckwell 

2. Previous Minutes – November minutes Approved by AB and Seconded by HB

3. Matters Arising: (not covered in the agenda) 
· Awaiting confirmation that the overgrowth previously reported in Millbank area has been cleared
· The Highland Council has now responded to our request regarding Planning Gain Funding for Phase Three of the Munlochy development. It appears that the grant for the development, which has not yet commenced, has already been paid to Fortrose Leisure Centre. The committee believes that, given the scale of the funding involved, THC should have undertaken a community consultation.  Cllr Aitkin has agreed to facilitate the attendance of a senior official at a future BICC meeting.

4. Finance – Monthly report circulated.  Current working balance £714.67
· The transfer of banks, intended to reduce current monthly charges, is nearing completion. 

5. Information from the Police: November and December Report Circulated. 
· The committee was unaware of the quarterly Black Isle meeting on 13th January as no prior communications had been received.    

6. Planning:   Circulated 
· An update is still awaited regarding KCC’s objection to the most recent planning application regarding access submitted by the owner of the Skatepark in the Drumsmittal area.  

7. Road Report:  
· The chair reported a successful meeting with Mr Moncrieff of the Highland Council. 
Summary of meeting outcomes:  
·  A 50mph speed limit is intended to be installed on the A832 from the Clootie Well to 100 metres past the Munlochy junction.
· Improvements are planned for the barrier at the A832 accident hotspot near Munlochy to prevent vehicles landing in private gardens.
· The request to extend the 50mph zone on the B1961, to improve school transport safety at the pick-up point near the memorial, will be considered.
· Small village signs will be installed at the south end of Munlochy and at the entrance to North Kessock by April.
·  A follow-up meeting with Mr Moncrieff is scheduled for mid-July.
· The Chair was advised to contact the local roads officer directly regarding blocked drains and gullies in both villages.                                                                                                       
· On behalf of North Kessock Village Hall, CH reported large pothole at the entrance to their car park.       
· 
                                                                        				Action Chair                                                                                                                                                         
8. Outstanding Actions, projects and current responsibilities:
· We are still awaiting the changes to road markings on Station Brae, Munlochy, and the request for a pavement to replace the existing green area. 
· The A832 accident hotspot has been actioned (see Roads Report).
· A renewed appeal will be made in the spring for a volunteer to assist with upgrading the bench in Gordon’s Park.
· Income from North Kessock car park meters for 2024/2025 remains insufficient to cover ongoing costs.
· Action from THC regarding surplus gravel on pavements is still outstanding.  Action: Cllr Johnston
· No further update has been received regarding the Fanellan Substation. A further survey is scheduled concerning landings at North Kessock.
· A public meeting will be arranged regarding the proposed land donation to North Kessock, once all relevant parties are available.
· Welcome signage for North Kessock (see Roads Report).
· Christmas Lights: The applications to the Ward Discretionary Fund for £999 per village have been received to support the installation of adapters in North Kessock and replacement adapters in Munlochy.
The importance of establishing a fundraising subgroup in North Kessock was emphasised, as adapter installation costs are approximately £300 per lamppost plus reimbursement to Munlochy for initial costs of acquiring the lights.  

9.  Torgorm:  
· A reminder re-issued regarding the relocation of the memorial bench. 
· Volunteers sought to renovate seats and benches in the Spring and to assist with weeding and pruning. 
      									
10. Munlochy Development Trust: 
· The Scottish Land Fund (SLF) Stage 1 application was successful with a grant of £19,880 for land valuation, options appraisal, feasibility study, and business plan. The Trust ‘interim board’ has approved the tender of Helen Barton Consulting to undertake the work.  The work will need to be completed and all money from the grant spent by 31st March 2026.
· This grant will be held by Knockbain Community Council on behalf of the Munlochy Community Development Trust as the Trust is in the process of constituting as a SCIO and does not currently hold a bank account.
· The Trust's governing document has just been deemed compliant by the Scottish Land Team to be Community Right to Buy compliant. Now the governing document, along with an application, can be submitted to OSCR to register as a Scottish Charity. This will be happening in due course.

11. Correspondence: Circulated
· Short discussion re Opportunity Black Isle and their request for representatives before end January.
· To discuss the existing insurance policy at the next meeting.

12. AOCB – No prior public concerns were received
· Increased Dog fouling in both villages was raised as a cause for concern
· Improvements to access at the North Kessock football pitch (opposite the bowling green) are in hand.
· The committee expressed their condolences to the family of former Knockbain Community Councillor Angela Bigger. 

13. Next Meeting:  Tuesday 24th February in Munlochy village hall at 7pm.
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