
 

 
Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 21st September 2016 at 7.00 p.m. 

in Dinnington Memorial Institute 
 

 
PRESENT: Cllrs. R. Thompson (Chairman); M. Wood (Vice-Chairman); A. Dellow; S. Hood; 
T. Laidler; S. Phelps; J. Porter; B. Scott.  

 

 
IN ATTENDANCE: Mr. K. Murray-Hetherington (Parish Clerk); Cllrs. I. Graham; B. Hunter; A. 

Lower (Newcastle City Council); PC 3044 L. Maddison; PCSO 5634 J. Dunn (Northumbria 
Police); and 3 members of the public.  

 

 

Minute Agenda Item Action 
 240.  

 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Cllrs. A. Biggins; K. Oliver.  
 

 
 241.  

 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: Members were 
reminded to declare interests at relevant items.  

 

 

 242.  
 

POLICE ISSUES: PC 3044 Lee Maddision gave a report 
on 5 reported crimes. There had been complaints about 
speeding in Farndale Close. He commented on recruitment 
of Speedwatch volunteers and of 600 new police officers in 
next two years.  

 

 

 243.  
 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: Mr. George Bell addressed 
members on the untidy state of the village and commented 
on dog fouling. Another resident commented on grass 
cutting and the bus shelter roof. Cllr. Hunter agreed to 
contact the Leader of the City Council for a response to the 
Parish Council’s letter.  

 

Cllr Hunter 

 244.  
 

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING: The minutes of the 
meeting held on Wednesday 20th July 2016, having been 
previously circulated, were agreed as a true record and 
signed by the Chairman with amendments:  
234.1 should read: tarmac is required on site entrance.  
234.2 should read: permission had been granted to lop two 
trees ..  

 

 

 245.  
 

MATTERS ARISING:  
245.1  Minute 210.9: Technical consultation for 30mph 

signs completed.  
245.2  Minute 230.2: Overhanging briars had been cut off.  
245.3  Minute 230.2: Planters had been installed in 

Bracken Close.  
245.4  Minute 230.5: The discarded wreckage had been 

removed.  
245.5  Minute 230.6: The pothole adjacent to Mitford Way 

had been repaired.  
245.6  Minute 230.7: BT had replaced the unstable 

manhole cover.  
 

 

 246.  
 

DINNINGTON SURGERY: Cllr. Lower (NCC) agreed to 
arrange a meeting with planning officers to discuss section 
106 payments.  
 

 

Cllr Lower 



 247.  
 

PARISH AND CITY COUNCIL PROTOCOL: The three city 
councillors agreed that at least one of them would attend 
the monthly meetings of the Parish Council and, where 
appropriate, would take forward and report on issues raised 
by local residents relating to City Council.  

 

 

248 
 

MEMBERS’ ITEMS OF CONCERN:  
248.1 Cllr. Scott: Residents were happy with new 
configuration but requested yellow lines. She 
mentioned disrepair of tarmac near substation. Cllr. 
Lower (NCC) stated that situation would be 
monitored for access by refuse vehicle and agreed 
to refer disrepair of tarmac to Mr. Derek Robinson 
(Highway Control Assistant). 
 
248.2 Cllr. Dellow: Overhanging branches in Mitford 
Way. Cllr Lower agreed to contact the relevant 
department. 
 
248.3 Cllr. Phelps: Test drilling in fields and hydrogen 

sulphate; complaints regarding dog fouling; and 

reflector on tree on Brunton Lane and worn markings 

on speed humps on Prestwick Road. 

248.4 Cllr. Laidler: Dirt in highway gulleys outside the 

Keep Moat building site (both sides of entrance). Cllr. 

Lower agreed to contact the Estate Manager [Your 

Homes Newcastle] regarding an overgrown garden 

at Cochrane Terrace.  

248.5 Cllr. Thompson questioned why Japanese 

Knotwood had not been removed from hedges and 

highway on Brunton Lane. It was explained that NCC 

cannot act if it is growing on private land.  

 
 

   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cllr Lower 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cllr Lower 

249 CORRESPONDENCE: Correspondence received during the 

previous month had been circulated to all members.  
249.1 Dinnington First School - It was agreed to defer 
discussion of the vacancy on the governing body until the 
next parish council meeting.  
249.2 Sycamore Avenue - Cllr. Wood had advised the 

resident to send a copy of the tree report to Dinnington First 

School. 

 

 

250.  

 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS: Ref: 2016/1204/01/DET - 
erection of 93 dwellings with associated access, roads, car 
parking, landscaping on land south of recreation ground, 
Main Road, Dinnington.  
 

 

251.  

 
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN: Forms had been completed for a 
further £4,000 grant which would reach the maximum sum 
permitted (£9,000).  
 
 

 



 
253.  

 
 
 

253.2  
 
 

253.3  
 

253.4  
 

253.5  
 
 
 
 
 

253.6 
253.7  

 
 

UPDATES: 
Donkey Field (Sheraton Park)/Bellway (Augusta 
Drive)/Persimmon Homes: updates were received from Cllr. 
Wood on developments.  
Village Hall: refurbishment had been completed successfully 
thanks largely to a donation from St. Matthew’s Church and a 
grant from Banks Mining.  
Newsletter: deadline was agreed for contributions -16th 
November 2016.  
Library: Full set of Roald Dahl books purchased marking 100 
years since his birth.  
Northumbria in Bloom: Dinnington won The Whickham Award 
(glass trophy) for most improved entry and Silver award in the 
Large Villages category; the White Swan won Best Pub and 
Hotel award (glass trophy). It was agreed to arrange an event 
for the Chairman of Northumbria in Bloom to deliver the 
awards and meet volunteers.  
Allotments: AGM was expected to be held in November 2016.  
Website: up-to-date and Spanglefish advertisements had 
been removed.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cllr Thompson 

254.  

 
REPORTS: The Chairman announced that there would be no 
time to receive any reports and the agenda items on 
EQUIPMENT AND OFFICE ALLOWANCE and GRANTS 
AND DONATIONS POLICY would not be considered.  

 

 

255.  

255.1  
FINANCIAL MATTERS:  

The Parish Council received the most recent 
schedule of monthly expenditure and details of 
expenses. RESOLVED: To approve payment of 
those invoices presented to the meeting and issue 
cheques:  

    

Garden Girl – Winter bedding plants  
CHQ970 £52.00 
 
BDO LLP – External audit standard fee  
CHQ971 £120.00 
 
Clerks salary ( Jul ) 
CHQ972 £222.74 
 
Clerks salary (Aug) 
CHQ972 £222.74 
 
Stationary/phone/post/mileage/expenses 
CHQ972 £36.34  
 
Spanglefish website Gold status 
CHQ973 £35.40  
 
Mr R Thompson – 100th Birthday flowers 
CHQ974 £34.99  

    

     
 

 



255.2  
 

The audit for the year ended 31st March was completed on 
2nd September 2016. RESOLVED: To approve and accept 
the Annual Return and certificate.  
 

 

255.3  
 

Members considered a grant application from Dinnington 
Village Hall Social Welfare Committee. [Cllrs. Dellow; Hood; 
Laidler; Porter; Wood declared a registerable interest, 
remained in the room during discussion of the application but 
did not vote on the matter]. The Chairman agreed that the 
Clerk should bring Cllr. Biggins’ opinions to the attention of 
members, namely that he would feel unable to vote in favour 
of the application as it stood. On the motion of Cllr. Scott, 
seconded by Cllr. Phelps, it was RESOLVED: That the 
application for a £4,000 grant for the Village Hall shall be 
approved.  

 

 

256.  

 
ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA: There were no items for the 
next agenda.  

 

 

257.  

 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING: Wednesday 19th October 2016 

at 7.00 p.m.  
 

 

258.  

 
CONCLUSION OF MEETING: The meeting closed at  

9.10 p.m.  
 

 

 

 


