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Minutes of the meeting of Dinnington Parish Council held on Wednesday 16 
November 2016 at 7.00 pm in Dinnington Memorial Institute 

 
Members Present: Cllrs R. Thompson (Chairman), M. Wood (Vice 
Chairman), A. Dellow, S. Hood, T. Laidler, K. Oliver, S. Phelps, J. Porter. 
 
In Attendance: Cllr A. Lower (Newcastle City Council), two members of the 
public 
 
 

Minute 
No. 

Agenda Item Action 
required 

279. Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from Cllrs Biggins, Graham 
and Hunter.  

 

280. Declarations of interest  

281. Appointment of new Parish Clerk 
Following discussion, members agreed the 
appointment of Mrs Karon Hadfield as the new 
parish council clerk.  

 

282. Police Issues  
PC 2121 Taryn Campbell, PC 2866 Dave Russell 
and PCSO Shaun Cowan attended. Two issues 
were reported – a theft from the Bellway site and a 
malicious communication. There had also been two 
calls regarding anti-social behaviour. It was noted 
that there was a group of youngsters causing issues 
in the village.  
PC Campbell informed members about the 
community beat role which the police were now 
adopting. It was suggested that the Police could visit 
the local Brownies and Cubs, and possibly the 
Scouts Groups.  
There was discussion about the ongoing parking 
problems outside the school and Cllr Lower 
suggested that she could talk to the school about 
utilising the parking spaces next to the donkey field 
in due course. As part of the school’s extension a 
travel plan would need to be agreed.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Lower 

283. Open Forum 
Mr Rob Hood from 15 Sycamore Avenue reported 
ongoing parking problems in the street. It was noted 
that until yellow lines were put down, there was 
nothing that could be done about enforcement. Cllr 
Lower advised that YHN needed specific details 
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about incidents and she encouraged people to take 
photographs of any problems.  
Mr Hood reported that the “No Contractor Parking” 
signs were not yet up at the car park adjacent to the 
Donkey Field site, and that the gullies were full on 
Main Road. Cllr Wood reported that the signs were 
expected to be erected next week.  
Revd Mark Edwards reported on the quick response 
he had received to obscured safety signs and 
overhanging bushes on the Horton Grange Road, 
and he thanked Cllrs Dellow and Lower for their help 
with this.  

 
Cllr Lower 
 
 
 
 

284. Minutes of previous meeting 
Members agreed that the minutes of the last 
meeting should be combined with the “confidential” 
minutes of the last meeting into one record of the 
meeting. 
RESOLVED that the minutes be agreed as a true 
record and signed by the Chair, subject to being 
combined as detailed above.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
K. Hadfield 

285. Matters Arising 
266.4 The Chair advised that he had received a 
response from planning enforcement at the City 
Council. Because the village green belonged to the 
City Council the property department would have to 
remove the contravening signs. 

 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Lower 

286. Members’ Items of Concern  

286.1 Cllr Dellow reported that nothing had been done yet 
about the bus shelter and fallen leaves were piled 
up on Mitford Way.  

Cllr Lower 

286.2 Cllr Dellow reported parking problems at the Bellway 
site were causing issues near the White Swan. Cllr 
Lower asked that members email her with 
photographs so she could follow this up. It was 
noted that Cllr Wood had now established contact 
with the site manager and he would speak to him 
first.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Wood 

286.3 Cllr Dellow also reported the ongoing car parking 
problems on Prestwick Road at the corner near to 
the flats and the White Swan, which she had spoken 
to the police about already. 

 

286.4 Cllr Porter reported an issue with cantering horses 
on the bridleway adjacent to East Acres. 

 

286.5 Mud on the road from the Bellway sweeper 
remained an issue. 

 
Cllr Wood 

286.6 Cllr Phelps queried whether it would be possible to 
get some anti climb paint for the bus shelter.  

 
Cllr Lower 

287. Dinnington First School 
Cllr Oliver reported back on his meeting with the 
headteacher. He could not sit on the governing body 
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but had offered to act in a liaison role between the 
school and the parish council; this had now been left 
with the headteacher to consider. It was noted that 
there was a governing body meeting coming up.  
He was able to confirm that the school were keen to 
get involved in activities to celebrate the end of 
WW1 

 
 
 
 

288. Correspondence  

288.1 The Chair reported letters of resignation from Cllrs 
Scott and Smith. Members agreed to send letters of 
appreciation. 

 
 
K. Hadfield 

288.2 Details of the Horton Grange Road temporary road 
closure had been received. The order would be in 
place for six months from 28 November, though it 
was expected that closures would only be required 
for 10 days. Details of the proposed speed limit on 
Horton Grange Road had also been received. 

 

288.3 School bungalow parking bays – it was noted that 
this would not be proceeding 

 
 

288.4 War memorial workshop – Cllr Phelps would follow 
this up 

 
Cllr Phelps 

288.5 Woodlands Park Surgery – Cllr Laidler reported that 
he, along with Cllrs Thompson and Dellow, had 
attended the recent drop in event. From next year, 
NHS Property would require practices to enter into a 
25 year lease agreement which would cost 
Woodlands Park around £5k pa. They had 450 
patients in the village, whilst Ponteland Surgery had 
1200. They had seen only 250 patients in the last 
twelve months. Ponteland Surgery reported that 
they could deal with more patients and would also 
pay leasing costs next year. 
Cllr Wood reported back on his attendance at 
Newcastle CC Health Scrutiny meeting when he 
had provided members with a lot of relevant 
background information about projected housing 
numbers, the level of facilities at Ponteland Surgery 
and the lack of bus service which they had not been 
aware of. Health Scrutiny were to raise this issue, 
and the issue about complaints on the quality of 
service, with Ponteland Surgery which the Parish 
Council would be copied into.  
Cllr Lower reported that funding for a new surgery at 
Great Park had been approved but it was not known 
who this was yet. Around £800k - £1.2m in 
community benefits could be expected to come into 
the village which would be delegated to ward 
councillors, and members might feel that a new 
surgery was a priority. Cllr Wood confirmed he and 
Cllr Dellow would be happy to meet with officers 
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from Newcastle City Council to discuss further. 
RESOLVED that the Parish Council confirm their 
objection to the proposed closure of Woodlands 
Park Surgery on the following grounds: 
- Lack of transport to alternative provision 
- Accessibility of pharmacy 
- Increasing size of village and therefore greater 

demand for services, not less 
- Isolation of communities around the village. 

-   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
K. Hadfield 

289. Planning Applications  

289.1 13 Mitford Way – Resolved no objections  

298.2 Former Dinnington Youth Project (Former School 
Building)  
Members felt there was a need for more detail and 
clearer plans. There was concern expressed 
generally about the quality and impact of the 
development, particularly with regard to the siting of 
the velux windows and the plans for the wall and 
railings which were unclear. It was also felt that two 
bungalows were too much for that location.  
Cllr Wood advised that he would speak to David 
Grimshaw to determine the status of the two 
applications before any formal objection was lodged. 
Cllr Laidler disclosed an interest in the matter as 
church warden.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Wood 

290. Neighbourhood Plan 
Cllr Wood confirmed that £4k grant had now been 
received and a meeting would take place with the 
consultant on 24 November 2016 to make progress. 

 

291. Updates  

291.1 Keepmoat Homes – Cllr Wood reported that the 
phase 2 planning application for the private housing 
for sale had been approved at the Planning 
Committee on 21 October 2016 (Fri). The marketing 
suite was now open. Show homes were nearing 
completion and should be finished in early 
December. Based on the location of the plots 
reserved to date, the first occupations were 
expected to be Feb/Mar next year. The grouting 
work on Phase 2 was due to start this week for a 
duration of around six weeks. The assisted living 
block, dementia bungalows and other affordable 
housing would all be handed over at the same time 
– currently programmed for May 2017.    

 

291.2 Persimmon site – Persimmon were still hoping to 
obtain planning permission by mid Dec. They were 
hoping to start on site around Easter 2017 and 
planned to have first completion on houses by July 
2017. As part of the planning negotiations with 
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Persimmon, NCC were hoping to secure the 
following S106 benefits for the village: £860k for 
education, £114k for sports provision and £30k for 
allotments. They were still pursuing others. 

291.3 Bellway Augusta Drive – Bellway were progressing 
well with groundworks on site. They had constructed 
the permanent site entrance and were busy 
tarmacing it. They were progressing with the piling 
works and had commenced the site drainage. They 
would probably begin house foundations Feb/Mar 
next year. Cllr Wood had met the site manager and 
established contact with him and had also got a 
Bellway contact at their Head Office.    

 

291.4 Village Hall – Northumberland Theatre Company 
production of Little Red Riding Hood on 13 Jan 2017 

 

291.5 Newsletter – this was now ready for printing K. Hadfield 

291.6 Library – Cllr Wood reported that the library had 
recently successfully visited the school. It was 
suggested that they should also visit the assisted 
living accommodation, when completed at the 
Donkey Field.  

 
 
 
Cllr Wood 

291.7 Allotments – Cllr Wood advised that David 
Grimshaw at Newcastle CC had confirmed that 
allotments could be included on the land in question. 
It was noted that an invoice was now needed for 2 ½ 
years rent.  
Agreed that Cllr Wood provide the clerk with the 
relevant information to invoice the Allotment 
Association. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Wood/K. 
Hadfield 

291.8 Website – Cllr Laidler confirmed that both websites 
were up to date.  

 

292. Reports 
The Chair reported that he would send out the report 
from a recent NALC meeting to members. 

 
Cllr 
Thompson 

293. Northumbria in Bloom Prize Money 
RESOLVED that the decision of the last meeting to 
donate this to the school be ratified and a cheque be 
made payable to Dinnington First School for use 
towards the school garden.  

 
 
 

294. Financial Matters 
Members approved and authorised the signing of 
cheques in payment of invoices received and 
presented at the meeting:- 
 
Clerk’s salary (Oct)                          £84.83 CHQ 979 
T. Hagan village green corner         £25.00 CHQ 980 
S. Hood Sycamore Ave planter       £10.55 CHQ 981 
R. Thompson/A. Graham -  
Bracken Close planter                     £27.95 CHQ 982 
Dinnington Village Social Club –  
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Northumbria in Bloom presentation £40.00 CHQ 983 
S. Hood  - plants                              £10.10 CHQ 984 
 
It was suggested that the previous clerk be offered a 
payment to reimburse him for printing and stationery 
costs incurred whilst he was in post. This would be 
reported back. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr 
Thompson 

295. Other Matters 
Cllr Lower reported that the Boundary Commission 
had now published proposals for the Newcastle 
wards which proposed a reduction in the size of 
Castle ward with the removal part of Kingston Park, 
south of the Metro line.  

 

296. Date of Next Meeting 
Wednesday 21 December 2016 at 7.00 pm  

 

297. Conclusion of Meeting  
The meeting closed at 9.00 pm  

 

 

 


