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Minutes of a meeting of Dinnington Parish Council held on Wednesday 20 September 2017 at 7.00 pm in 
Dinnington Memorial Institute 

 
Members Present: Cllrs R. Thompson (Chairman in the Chair), A. Dellow, P. Hitchenes, S. Hood, K. 
Oliver, S. Phelps, J. Porter, J. Scratcherd, M. Wood.  
 
In Attendance: Cllr A. Lower (Newcastle City Council), Cllr I. Graham (Newcastle City Council), PCSO 
Sean Cowan 
 
Three members of the public were present.  
 

Minute 
No. 

Agenda Item Action 
required 

55. Apologies for Absence  
Apologies were received from Cllr Laidler and from Cllr Hunter (NCC). 
 

 
 

56. Declarations of Interest 
Members were reminded of the need to declare interests at relevant items.  
 

 

57. Police Issues 
PCSO Cowan reported on two recent incidents of anti-social behaviour which 
were being pursued by the Police as names had been provided. Parking on 
Prestwick Road was being monitored. The Chair raised the issue of ongoing 
speeding problems in this area and PCSO Cowan advised that he would arrange 
for the community speedwatch volunteers to monitor the area. This was an 
advisory rather than punitive approach but experience showed that it did change 
driver behaviour over time.  
There had been recent reports of door to door selling of double glazing which had 
been investigated, but no wrongdoing had been done. If any residents had 
concerns about cold calling, they were encouraged to call the Police on the 101 
number to report it.  
 

 

58. Open Forum  
Mrs Pam Croney reported a number of concerns with the service provided by the 
City Council:- 

 the removal of the litter bin on the corner of the Prestwick Carr Road, 
resulting in far more litter. 

 Fly tipping incidents were now taking over ten days by the City Council to 
be actioned. This encouraged further incidents. 

 The Prestwick Carr road was in a very poor state of repair and hedges 
weren’t being cut often enough affecting visibility for drivers. 

 Calls were being logged with Envirocall but no action was being taken. 
Cllr Lower advised that she would check the position regarding the road as she 
understood this work had been done, but would also take forward the other 
issues raised. Bollards at the corner of the road could be a solution to prevent 
further damage by lorries. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr 
Lower 
 

59. Dinnington First School Development  
Tasmiya El Salamani (Architect with Norr Consulting) and Gary Bothwell (Design 
Manager with Kier Construction) were present at the meeting. 
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Members received a presentation covering the dates of importance which were 
governed by the contract, the construction phases and the design details 
including the new library and community use facilities. 
Members asked a number of questions and raised some issues of concern 
including the following:- 

 security and multiple access points 

 the planned admission number 

 the entrance from Sycamore Avenue resulting in further parking problems 

 the route of the proposed footpath 

 mail drop consultation on the planning application needed to be with the 
whole village and not just neighbours 

 access routes to the construction site works – all construction traffic 
needed to arrive and depart going south and site parking needed to be 
kept on site. 

 the planned drainage of surface water from the site into the Hartley Burn 
was of concern in light of Northumbrian Water’s recent confirmation that 
there was not sufficient capacity within the existing system.  

 A single point of contact at Kier was needed. 
 
Mr Bothwell agreed to take these points back to Kier Construction to ensure they 
were addressed. The Project Manager would be the point of contact and his 
details would be provided. He confirmed that a mail drop in the village would be 
done and that there would be a wheel wash facility on site. The public footpath 
was an issue for the City Council, though it was understood that it was a 
requirement of Keepmoat’s planning permission.  
 
Cllr Lower felt that if there were two entrances into the school, it was important to 
ensure that they were both open.  
 

60. GP Services in Dinnington Village 
Dr Nigel Twelves from Ponteland Medical Group was in attendance. 
 
Dr Twelves outlined the current position for members, which was that the practice 
had no ability to develop an independent facility because they had no investment 
capital available, and no developers in Dinnington were willing to support a 
community facility. In addition, NHS Property Services would not allow the 
practice to develop anything at Dinnington due to a dispute over payments. The 
practice did not want to pull out of Dinnington and did want to replace Woodlands 
Park services as far as possible, but it was not possible to go beyond what was 
being currently provided.  
 
Members asked a number of questions including:- 

 Were there any improvement plans in place following the CQC report? 

 More GP time was needed in the village or people encouraged to sign up 
for surgeries which were on a bus route. Getting to Ponteland on public 
transport was very difficult. 

 What could be done to encourage surgeries to locate in the village? 

 What could the Parish Council do to improve the healthcare in Dinnington 
and be proactive? 

 City Councillors had been told that around £2m in S106 monies had been 
turned down by healthcare professionals because progress could not be 
made within the required timescales.  

 Could a written communication be circulated within the village about 
exactly what services were available? It was suggested that information 
could be included in the PC’s newsletter or the Focus as lack of 
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communication was a concern. 

 The practice needed to reassure its population about the services being 
provided or they would go elsewhere. The population within the village 
was growing and services at the surgery were not meeting expectations. 
Dr Twelves responded that the GP workforce was changing - the days of 
the majority of GPs being male and full time were gone. There were 
difficulties in recruiting anything other than part time female GPs and the 
Partnership model no longer existed. Nurse-led triage freed doctors up for 
other work and the acute care model had enabled the continuation of a 
five day presence in Dinnington, albeit 3 days GP and 2 days nurse.  
Dispensing had now become an essential part of operations. The practice 
would like services to be better but there was no easy way to free up 
resources and redistribute them to others.  

 
Members thanked Dr Twelves for attending and agreed that efforts should be 
made by the PC to see what it could do to help the situation.  
 

61. City Parks 
Narindar Bhabra attended from Newcastle City Council to set out the background 
to the recent consultation exercise. Opportunities were available from charitable 
trust led operations, though this was not yet a done deal and the options were still 
being considered. Work had been ongoing with partners to develop a financial 
model and a legal framework was being developed. Comments included:- 

 Dinnington allotments were not within scope as they were owned by the 
PC. 

 Dinnington recreation field was not within scope. 

 Prestwick Carr was not within scope.  

 Havannah Nature Reserve was within scope. 

 Regarding a query on the responsibility for the repair of play areas, 
Narindar agreed to confirm the position with Cllr Lower. 

 Nature reserves were in scope. 

 There would be a requirement for minimum standards to be set and met 
going forward. This would be included in the Trust’s charitable objectives 
and in how individual leases were drawn up. There would be appropriate 
representation on the Trust Board from the City Council. 

 £9.7m was being provided by the City Council to help establish the Trust 
and its infrastructure.  

Members thanked Mr Bhabra for attending. 
 

 

62. Allotments 
Cllr Phelps declared an interest.  
 
Agreed that the Allotments Association be reminded of the terms of the tenancy 
agreement, specifically the need to keep hedges trimmed, and the six monthly 
invoice for rent be issued by the clerk.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
K. 
Hadfield 

63. Minutes of previous meeting 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 19 July 
2017 be agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 
 

 
K. 
Hadfield 
 

64. Matters Arising 
44 (Matters Arising - Dinnington Surgery) Cllr Lower advised that she had now 
submitted an FOI request. 
45.1 (Members Items of concern) Cllr Lower reported that she had had a long 
walk around with the highways engineer to highlight the issues. Also, she had two 
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spare planters for Dinnington Green to be picked up from Brunswick.  
49.3 (Bellway Homes) Cllr Wood reported that he had had a joint walk along 
Mitford Way after completion of the work with Bellway and their Sub-contractor 
and they had confirmed they would correct the damage. They also confirmed they 
need to do this jointly with NCC and sign off the remedial work to NCC's 
satisfaction.  
Bellway would cut the hedge between their site and the allotments before they left 
the site. 
They had also accepted that the seat was removed incorrectly and were in 
discussion with their groundworks sub-contractor who removed the seat to 
provide a suitable replacement and would report back. 
 

65. Members’ Items of Concern  

65.1 Cllr Porter referred to the numerous complaints about the removal of the litter bins 
as part of the City Council’s programme. This was of concern to everyone. It was 
hoped to have an officer from the City Council attend the next meeting. 

 

65.2 Cllr Dellow raised the following:- 

 she had volunteers to plant up the flower bed in front of the post office for 
the PC. Cllr Lower reported that an application could be made to the Ward 
Committee for a grant of up to £500. 

 that grass was still being left on paths after being cut. 

 Litter on Coach Lane and the Horton Grange Road  

 
 
 
 
Cllr 
Lower 
 

65.3 Cllr Phelps reported:- 

 defective manhole covers in two locations 

 hedge trimming in one location 

 he asked whether the school could do posters for the new litter bins 

 
 
Cllr 
Lower 
 

65.4 Cllr Hitchenes reported severe road subsidence in East Acres Cllr 
Lower 
 

66. Correspondence 
None to report. 
 

 
 

67. Planning Applications 
None had been received. 
 

 
 

68. Neighbourhood Plan 
Cllr Wood reported that a meeting had been held on 10 August with Luke 
Waterston (NCC) to discuss assistance with producing large scale drawings etc 
for the upcoming Questionnaire event and Luke was also trying to assist with an 
update on the current effect if any on the “Housing and Economic Land 
Availability Assessment” and the open spaces information for Dinnington. After 
the meeting he had advised that the "Hela" would be going to Cabinet on 20 
September with a 6 weeks consultation commencing on 9 Oct. 
He had confirmed the Open Spaces report would not be available until after the 
20 Sept.  
 

 

69. Updates  

69.1 Keepmoat Homes – Cllr Wood reported 
 
House Sales - 49 plots out of 133 were either reserved, exchanged or sold ie just 
over one third. 
  
Affordable housing– 17 of the 24 supported living apartments were occupied, as 
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were the dementia bungalows (although not full occupancy as this would occur 
over a longer period of time dependent on the level of need). All but one of the 
Tyneside apartments were occupied. 
 
The construction of the new access manhole was progressing on the Keepmoat 
side of the drain from their site feeding into the existing drainage pipe at the East 
end of the football field. 
  
The off-site footpath link to the school was virtually complete – base course was 
down with just the final wearing course to be laid. 
  
Keepmoat were establishing a new site entrance for all construction traffic about 
50m south of the current entrance and construction traffic would cease using the 
main entrance into the site. This was better for the residents who had moved in. 
Keepmoat were arranging for the existing signage prohibiting right hand turns out 
of the site to be re-located opposite the new access.  
 

69.2 Persimmon Homes – Cllr Wood reported that a large advertising sign had been 
erected, but they were still not quite ready to start on site yet. 
 

 

69.3 Bellway Development – Cllr Wood reported that the house foundations were 
now substantially complete, with 17 houses now completely roofed. 
The show houses were open and they had sold all the "help to buy" properties. 
 
The piling on site was now complete and the electricity supply from the sub-
station on Mitford Way down to the site had been completed. 
 

 
 

69.4 Village Hall  
Cllr Porter reported that the new village hall boiler was operating well, the WI 
room carpet was about to be fitted and the WI room had been decorated. Only 
the blinds were left to fit.  
 

 

69.5 Newsletter  
Members were asked to supply material by the October meeting for distribution in 
the first week of December.  
 

 
All 

69.6 Library 
Things were going ok at the moment, and books were being taken to the school 
tomorrow. 
 

 
 
 

69.7 Northumbria in Bloom/Adopt a Planter 
 
Cllr Wood reported that the awards ceremony had taken place on Wed 13 
September. Dinnington had again received a Silver Award in the Large Villages 
category. 
  
Bracken Close received a Gold Award in the Residential Communities category 
and The White Swan received a Silver Award in the Pubs & Hotels category.  
  
He thanked the members who had helped on the day with the judging and for all 
the work clearing up around the village etc in advance. Cllr Audrey Dellow 
deserved a special thanks, particularly for her efforts with Bracken Close. He 
urged other members to get involved for next year’s competition which was 
endorsed by Cllr Dellow.  
 
Information about the awards ceremony would be included in the next newsletter.  
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6.8 Allotments 
Cllr Porter reported that Mr Gary Cooper had been filmed by the BBC for his huge 
vegetable crop.  
 

 
 

69.9 Website 
This was up to date. 
 

 
 

69.10 Dinnington Surgery 
Nothing further 
 

 
 

70. Reports 
Cllr Phelps reported on a recent Airport Consultative meeting which had included 
the annual review and he detailed the main issues.  
The Chair reported on recent funding awards made by Banks Mining and advised 
that £22,600 remained for further applications.  
Cllr Phelps confirmed that he had had a meeting with Sharon Freed of Leazes 
Homes and the street names explanation plaque was to be put at the entrance to 
the site.  
 

 
 

71. Financial Matters   

71.1 Members approved and authorised the signing of cheques in payment of invoices 
received and presented at the meeting:- 
 
K. Hadfield Clerk’s salary July 2017 20.09.17 187.79           101051 
K. Hadfield Clerk’s salary August 2017 20.09.17 206.74           101052 
HMRC  Q2                                    20.09.17 146.60           101053 
Spanglefish Website annual charge 20.09.17 29.95           101054 
Garden Girl      winter bedding plants            20.09.17          61.48             101055 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
K. 
Hadfield 
 

72. Items for next agenda  
Christine Herriot from NCC 
Visit from Tenants Voice Representatives, YHN  
Cllr Lower reported a forthcoming planning application at Hazlerigg for 462 
residential properties by Bellway and Miller Homes.  
  

 
K. 
Hadfield 

73. Date of Next Meeting 
Wednesday 18 October 2017 at 7.00 pm.  
 

 

74. Conclusion of Meeting  
The meeting closed at 9.15 pm  

 

 
CHAIR…………………………………….. 

 
 

DATE……………………………………… 
 
 

 


