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Minutes of the meeting of Dinnington Parish Council held on Wednesday 18 
January 2017 at 7.00 pm in Dinnington Memorial Institute 

 
Members Present: Cllrs M. Wood (Vice Chairman, in the Chair), A. Dellow, 
S. Hood, T. Laidler, S. Phelps, J. Porter. 
 
In Attendance: Cllr I. Graham (Newcastle City Council), Revd M. Edwards   
 

Minute 
No. 

Agenda Item Action 
required 

317. Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from Cllrs Biggins, Oliver, 
Thompson and Lower.   

 
 
 
 

318. Declarations of Interest  

319. Police Issues  
There were no Police representatives present. 

 
 
 

320. Co-Option of New Member of the Parish Council  
Members agreed to defer consideration of this item 
for the time being. 

 
 
K. Hadfield 
 

321. Northumbrian Water – Dinnington Drainage 
System 
Cllr Wood reported that Les Hall had been unable to 
attend the meeting as staff preparing the report were 
off sick. He would attend the February meeting but 
had also offered to meet the Vice Chair and any 
other members the following week to discuss 
concerns. Concerns about future capacity in light of 
additional housing development could also be 
raised.  
Agreed Cllrs Wood and Laidler to meet with Les 
Hall the following week. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllrs Wood 
and Laidler 
 

322. Minutes of previous meeting 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 
18 December 2016 be agreed as a true record and 
signed by the Chair.   

 
 
 
K. Hadfield 
 

323. Matters Arising 
300 (farm issue) – deferred to next meeting for 
update from Police. 
300 (speeding issue) – this had been raised by Cllr 
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Graham with the City Council and the response that 
they were unable to do anything at the moment had 
been shared with the parish council.  
303 (speed limit) – Cllr Graham agreed to pursue 
again with NCC as no response had been received.   
303 (war memorial) – a meeting was still to take 
place. 
304.3 – Cllr Graham agreed to pursue the issue of 
anti-climb paint with NCC as there had been further 
incidences on the bus shelter and general repairs 
were also needed. 
307.9 – Andre Yeung would be attending the 
February meeting. Cllr Graham would raise the 
public meeting issue with Cllr Lower. 

 
 
 
 
Cllr Graham 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Graham 
 
 
Cllr Graham 
 

324. Members’ Items of Concern  

324.1 Cllr Porter reported that a parishioner had contacted 
her about broken glass on the playground and an 
abandoned bike. Cllr Wood advised that he had 
raised this with the NCC Environmental Services 
van driver who would respond to it. Cllr Porter also 
referred to a mess which had been left behind on 
the pavement following repairs to a neighbour’s 
fence. 
 

 

324.2 Cllr Councillor Dellow reported that she had been 
contacted by a parishioner who had fallen a number 
of times over uneven pavements. It was noted that 
NCC would not consider repairs until the trip 
hazards were at least 1” steps between flagstones. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

324.3 Cllr Laidler reported that the traffic lights were still an 
issue. 
 

 

324.4 Councillor Hood reported that the Johnston road 
sweeper was not being operated as effectively as it 
should and certain areas were constantly missed, 
whilst others were duplicated. She had reported 
issues that morning and was concerned about the 
state of the village generally, mainly due to wagons 
driving through the village which they were not 
supposed to do. 
Cllr Porter reported that two had been parked up in 
the village that morning. 
Cllr Phelps reported mud on the road coming out of 
the stables at the Paddock. 
Cllr Graham agreed to pursue these issues with 
NCC. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Graham 
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324.5 Cllr Laidler reported concerns that the Donkeyfield 
site boundary appeared to have been moved 
according to the site plan on the developer’s 
website, which made it look like the site was bigger 
than it was and included a play area within its 
boundary. Cllr Wood had raised this with Helen 
Campbell at Keepmoat who had confirmed it was a 
mistake. Cllr Wood added that the website would be 
amended to reflect the true picture and the green 
shading for the BMX area moved but the planning 
permission plans were quite clear on the exact 
position of the site boundary.  
Cllr Wood advised members that he had been 
approached by a parishioner complaining about 
contractors vans being parked regularly on 
Havannah Crescent. They could legally do this but 
an assurance had been given by Keepmoat that 
residents would be protected. Helen Campbell had 
agreed to sort this out promptly.  
 

 

325. Correspondence 
Cllr Wood referred to the invitation from NCC to a 
Policy Cabinet meeting on 24 January about a new 
approach to dealing with waste. Cllr Graham 
advised that this was about the introduction of area 
bins in areas which were suitable. 
(Cllr Graham later reported that he would not be 
able to attend this meeting but would ask Cllr Hunter 
to attend). 
In response to a query from Cllr Dellow about 
Brunswick household waste recycling centre, Cllr 
Graham advised that the external operators of the 
site had been dismissed and NCC staff were now 
operating it. Members were concerned at the 
prospect of the HWRC being closed and Cllr 
Graham agreed to report this to NCC and get an 
update on the position.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Graham 

326 Planning Applications 
None had been received. 
  

 
 

327. Neighbourhood Plan 
Cllr Wood reported that a further meeting had been 
held with the consultant on 26 January. The 
consultant was providing support with a new 
consultation event for the village to bring things up 
to date and get further consultation feedback.  
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328. Updates  

328.1 Keepmoat Homes – Cllr Wood reported: 

 A strongly worded email had been sent to 
Keepmoat following the last meeting and a 
response received which he detailed. 
Essentially, site managers and contracts 
managers had met to discuss housekeeping 
issues, particularly the mud on the road, and 
he would be updated on the outcome. 

 Wagons delivering fly ash for the grouting 
had been the main cause of the mud 
deposits, but grouting was expected to be 
finished early next week so there should be 
far fewer instances. Main Road was being 
brushed every afternoon.  

 The footpath on the east side of Main Road 
heading south out of the village had been 
cleaned.  

 No cleaning was being done before vehicles 
left the site and as that was a planning 
condition, the next step would be 
enforcement and the Police.  

 Two residents had recently moved in.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

328.2 Persimmon site – Cllr Wood reported that 
Persimmon were hoping to make the 2nd Feb 2017 
Planning meeting. Only one S106 issue remained to 
be resolved - Ecology – Prestwick Carr.  He detailed 
the letter received from Nicola Reed at Persimmon 
which confirmed the S106 contributions as follows:- 

 Approx £525,000 towards off site affordable 
housing 

 Approx £29,000 towards allotment provision 

 Education contribution totaling around 
£882,000 towards Dinnington First School  

 Heath contribution of around £42,000 which 
was not a great result.  

 Approx £103,000 towards improvements at 
Dinnington Recreation Ground  

 Persimmon would be paying over £1m as 
part of the Community Infrastructure Levy. 

 Start on site was expected in May.  
 

 

328.3 Bellway Augusta Drive – progress continued to be 
made with roads, drainage and groundworks.  A 
road sweeper was on site regularly as and when 
required. First house foundations were expected in 
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February.      
 

328.4 Village Hall – Cllr Porter reported that a new karate 
session was taking place, but the Co-Op Guild was 
closing. She had taken over as bookings secretary 
from Sylvia. The Northumberland Theatre Company 
production of Little Red Riding Hood had been a 
great success, raising £370. 
Cllr Wood reported that the electrical testing had 
now taken place and identified no major problems. 
  

 

328.5 Newsletter – it was noted that the next newsletter, 
due around May, would contain the Chairman’s 
report.  
 

 

328.6 Library – Cllr Wood reported that all was going well. 
The volunteers had their xmas meal at the White 
Swan last Saturday.  

 
 
 
 

328.7 Northumbria in Bloom/Adopt a Planter 
The 2017 entry had been submitted. 
 

 

328.8 Allotments – nothing to report 
  

 

328.9 Website – Cllr Laidler advised that he was 
concentrating on keeping the Spanglefish website 
up to date as the old website had had much 
information removed.   
 

 

328.10 Dinnington Surgery – Cllr Wood reported that 
Woodlands Park Doctors were going ahead with 
their proposal to close the Dinnington branch and 
had submitted a report to NHS England to that 
effect. A response was expected within a couple of 
months. In light of the finalisation of the S106 
payments, members considered their next course of 
action. It was felt that the parish council should 
support Cllr Lower in her plans for a public meeting 
which would help to determine the feeling in the 
village, and then this could be taken back to NCC. 
Cllr Dellow commented that there was a need for a 
pharmacy in the village. 
It was Agreed that if Cllr Lower had not been able to 
progress her plans any further by the next meeting 
then the parish council would consider then how to 
take the issue forward.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

329. Reports  
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On behalf of the Chairman, Cllr Wood reported that 
Banks had £17,000 to donate to local causes. 
However, this could not be given to any group or 
organisation which had had one within the previous 
year.  Cllr Phelps suggested this was a possibility for 
memorial plaque renovation. 
 

 

330. Financial Matters 
Members approved and authorised the signing of 
cheques in payment of invoices received and 
presented at the meeting:- 
 
NALC Publication (incl postage)  54.99 CHQ 100994 
Clerk’s mileage expenses          37.80 CHQ 100995} 
Postage expenses                        3.84 CHQ 100995} 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

331. Items for next agenda  

 Northumbrian Water re drainage matters 
within the village – Les Hall 

 NHS England re controlled locality 
determination – Andre Yeung 

 Co-option of new parish council member 
.  

 
 
 
 
 
K. Hadfield 

332. Date of Next Meeting 
Wednesday 15 February 2017 at 7.00 pm  

 

333. Conclusion of Meeting  
The meeting closed at 8.15 pm  

 

 

 


