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Minutes of the meeting of Dinnington Parish Council held on Wednesday 15 
March 2017 at 7.00 pm in Dinnington Memorial Institute 

 
Members Present: Cllrs R. Thompson (Chairman, in the Chair), A. Dellow, S. 
Hood, T. Laidler, K. Oliver, J. Porter, J. Scratcherd, M. Wood.  
 
In Attendance: Cllr I. Graham (Newcastle City Council), Cllr B. Hunter 
(Newcastle City Council).   
 
 

Minute 
No. 

Agenda Item Action 
required 

355. Former Parish Councillor George William 
Watson 
 
The Chair sadly reported the recent passing of 
former Parish Councillor Billy Watson who had 
served on the parish council for twenty five years, 
fifteen of those as Chairman.  
 
The Watson family owned the local blacksmiths, the 
local garage and the local taxi service for the school 
in the 1960s taking pupils back to Horton Grange 
and down to Brunton Lane for the Education 
Authority. 
 
Bill had been very well known in the Parish having 
attended the local school and then going in to the 
local family business. He would help anyone and did 
many things for the community to keep it as a 
village. 
 
Members stood for a minute’s silence as a mark of 
respect to their former Parish Councillor George 
William Watson. 
 

 

356. Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from Cllrs Phelps and 
Lower.  
 

 
 
 

357. Declarations of Interest 
 

 

358. Police Issues  
There were no Police representatives present. 
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359. Open Forum  
There were no members of the public present. 
 

 
 

360. Minutes of previous meeting 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 
15 February 2017 be agreed as a true record and 
signed by the Chair.   

 
 
 
K. Hadfield 
 

361. Matters Arising 
338 (Open Forum) Cllr Graham advised that he had 
raised the matters identified with the City Council to 
pursue. 
339 (Northumbrian Water – Dinnington Drainage 
System), Cllr Wood advised that the plan had now 
been returned to NWL highlighting the main issues 
of concern. Les Hall had indicated that he had a 
proposed solution for the football field manhole 
which he hoped to bring to the April meeting, along 
with a proposal for modelling the drainage system in 
the village. It was agreed that this could be added to 
the agenda for the next meeting.   
343 (Matters Arising) (speed limit) – it was noted 
that Brian Mullen was looking at information 
submitted. 
344.2 (Members Items of Concern) Cllr Hunter 
reported the actions he had taken in raising this 
issue with Planning enforcement resulting in some 
progress being made though the situation still 
needed to be closely monitored. He had also 
pursued the issue of the bus shelter and it had been 
agreed that the floor would be screeded.  
345 (Correspondence) – Cllr Wood referred to the 
email exchanges with parish council members and 
Cllr Lower which had updated them on the street 
naming issue. Augusta Park Way for the Persimmon 
development seemed to be an acceptable solution. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
K. Hadfield 
 

362. Members’ Items of Concern  

362.1 Cllr Hood commented on the poor state of the road 
at Cochrane Terrace. Cllr Graham advised that the 
issue had been raised with Highways but there was 
little chance of any repair work being done until the 
site developments were complete.  

 

362.2 Cllr Dellow reported the serious litter problem on 
Kingston Park road and that some tyres had been 
dumped at the Horton Grange layby. Cllr Graham 
advised that the City Council acted as the agent for 
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that section of road as it was a national speed limit 
road, but he would raise it 

 
Cllr Graham 

362.3 Cllr Oliver reported that he had attended a meeting 
of the Dinnington First School Governing Body the 
previous week and it was clear that the First School 
were keen to get more involved with the parish 
council. They had asked if the parish council could 
include updates from Dinnington First School on its 
agenda and the Chair had asked if she could attend 
a parish council meeting to discuss the development 
of the school and how the parish council could be 
involved. Members discussed past history between 
the Governing Body and the parish council. It was 
noted that there was a current positive dialogue with 
the Governing Body which could be built upon. Cllr 
Oliver advised that the school was keen to have the 
parish council on board with future developments 
and reference was made to liaison with the school 
which had already taken place, such as on 
Northumbria in Bloom.  
He had highlighted the current parish council 
vacancies with the school though it was noted that a 
prospective parish councillor had to either live or 
work in the parish, and there was some uncertainty 
as to whether serving on a governing body could be 
classed as “work”.  
Cllr Oliver agreed to keep members updated.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Oliver 

362.4 Cllr Laidler reported that litter from the development 
sites was still a troublesome issue. He felt this would 
only worsen with future site developments and it 
was important to keep on top of it. 
 

 

363. Volunteer Grass Cutting Services  
Cllr Wood reported the offer from Mr George Bell to 
provide grass cutting services on a voluntary basis 
around the village, in particular on the grassed areas 
of the village on Main Road between Horton 
Crescent and Havannah if the parish council 
provided a mower and fuel.  
Members discussed a number of issues around this, 
including health and safety and training, insurance, 
the cost to the parish council and potential future 
impact on the precept, responsibility for safekeeping 
and maintenance of the mower, requests for use by 
other villagers, whether it was actually needed and 
the approach adopted by the City Council to grass 
cutting areas. 
Cllr Graham advised that Brunswick Parish Council 
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had previously investigated this issue so may have 
some relevant information which could be shared.  
It was agreed that the Chair raise the issue with 
Roger Gray and report back to the next meeting. 
  

 
 
Cllr 
Thompson 

364. City Council Parks  
Cllrs Hunter and Graham reported that the City 
Council had launched a consultation exercise on the 
transfer of responsibility for 33 parks, and possibly 
50 hectares of allotment land, to a new charitable 
trust which would manage the parks on the 
Council’s behalf. The scheme had been designed to 
help tackle the financial challenges facing the local 
authority where park budgets had been dramatically 
reduced. Parks were not a statutory duty, though the 
City Council recognised their importance to health 
and wellbeing. Funding for testing this approach had 
been provided by the Heritage Lottery Fund. 
Members considered whether there was any land in 
Dinnington which would be regarded as a city park, 
but it seemed unlikely.  
It was noted that the consultation would run until 21 
April 2017 and comments could be made until then. 
This could be considered further at the April meeting 
and comments could be made if required before the 
deadline. 

 

365. Correspondence 
Nothing to report. 
 

 
 

366. Planning Applications 
None had been received. 
  

 
 

367. Neighbourhood Plan 
Cllr Wood reported that a sub group meeting had 
been held on 23 February. David Abercrombie, 
Project Director, Newcastle Great Park had attended 
and provided advice on the interfaces with the 
southern boundary.  
The consultant, Shaun Hanson, had attended a 
meeting with the City Council on the Parish 
Council’s behalf on 2 March with Emma Warenford, 
Planning Policy Team Manager, to discuss the 
Parish Council’s approach and the likely direction of 
its Neighbourhood Plan. It was hoped to have a 
meeting with Emma later in April to answer any 
further questions the Parish Council might have and 
to advise on the approach and direction with the 
Plan going forward, before the next consultation 
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event was held.  
 

368. Updates  

368.1 Keepmoat Homes – Cllr Wood reported that 
following further email complaints to Michael 
Dunthorne, Operations Director at Keepmoat (which 
cllrs had been copied into), the situation with the 
mud on the road seemed to have improved, 
however the footpath, although cleaner, was still in a 
very poor state. Derek Robinson had promised to 
have the footpath cleaned but this had not been 
done yet.  
There had been a further complaint recently about 
parking on Havannah Crescent, which he hoped 
was now being resolved. All members had been 
copied into emails on this. Helen Campbell of 
Keepmoat was attending a meeting at the school the 
following day and he had asked her to look at the 
problematic areas. The Chair commented that the 
vans had moved into the compound but cars were 
being parked there now. Cllr Wood reminded 
members that parking on the highway was not illegal 
as such but the developer had promised that there 
would not be any parking issues. The handover of 
the assisted living block, dementia bungalows and 
other affordable housing at the end of May should 
improve the whole situation.  
The Chair raised the issue of the criteria to qualify 
for the assisted living housing and made reference 
to a particular individual case, which had been 
refused. Cllr Graham agreed to pursue the issue 
with Your Homes Newcastle. 
 
General 

 The bulk of the plastic which had blown up 
into the trees to the east of the site had been 
removed. However, some had been missed 
at the bottom of the football field which had 
been brought to their attention. 

 There was a meeting taking place the 
following day with the school, Council 
representatives and Keepmoat to finalise the 
most sensible position for the off-site 
footpath link to tie in with the school fence, 
and therefore where the new gates should 
be installed along the school fence.  

 Keepmoat had revised their website plan and 
drawn a line along the north east boundary 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Graham 
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of the development site to distinguish it from 
the BMX track beyond. They had annotated 
the plan to say “existing BMX track” to avoid 
any impression that Keepmoat would be 
responsible for its development. Their sales 
team did not wish to remove the green 
shading on the BMX track because 
otherwise this would leave a worm-like 
squiggle on a white background, which 
would look a bit odd.   

 

368.2 Persimmon Homes – Cllr Wood reported that 
planning permission had been granted on 2 Feb 
2017, subject to the legal finalisation of the S106 
payments before 31 March. They were still hoping to 
start on site late April/early May.  
Cllr Scratcherd sought clarification of the access to 
the site from Dinnington Green estate. Cllr Wood 
advised that this would be a pedestrian route only in 
two locations.  
 

 

368.3 Bellway Development – Cllr Wood reported that 
roads, main drainage and general groundworks on 
site were now well advanced.  A road sweeper was 
on site regularly as and when required.  They were 
currently bringing the water main and main 
electricity supply across Front Street onto the site. 
The traffic lights should be removed by the following 
week. 
The housebuilding contractor HGL was now on site  
and about 10% of the of the house foundations were 
constructed, with about 4 or 5 houses up to ground 
floor level. Topsoil was being moved from the back 
of the site back around the houses under 
construction to allow them to re-commence piling at 
the rear of the site in the next couple of weeks.  
The full site compound had now been established at 
the east end of the site, and he had established a 
Bellway site contact. 
 

 

368.4 Village Hall  
Cllr Porter reported that consideration was being 
given to future improvements including a new boiler 
in the main hall and a possible upgrade to the WI 
room. A list of works would be compiled, quotes 
sought and sources of funding identified. Following 
some problems with the drains, quotes were being 
sought to replace some pipes, and a funding 
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application for new blinds for the memorial hall was 
being submitted.  
  

368.5 Newsletter  
It was noted that the deadline for material to be 
included was early/mid April to allow for editing and 
printing, and would include the Chairman’s annual 
report.  
 

 
 
 
 
K. Hadfield 

368.6 Library 
No issues to report.   

 
 
 

368.7 Northumbria in Bloom/Adopt a Planter 
It was noted that the first visit by the judges had 
been arranged for Monday 24 April at 2.15 pm.   
 

 

368.8 Allotments 
It was noted that it was time to invoice for annual 
rent, along with other rents due. 
 

 
 
K. Hadfield 

368.9 Website 
It was noted that an update needed to be made in 
respect of the Neighbourhood Plan.   
 

 
T. Laidler/M. 
Wood 
 

368.10 Dinnington Surgery – Cllr Wood reported that 
Woodlands Park Doctors had confirmed they were 
closing their dispensary services at Dinnington. 
They were still awaiting contact from NHS England 
to confirm their desire to close their Dinnington 
branch.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

369. Reports 
Cllr Graham reported from a recent meeting of the 
Newcastle Airport Consultative Committee. Border 
Force had been present at the last meeting to 
answer questions and these had included questions 
regarding the ability to pay extra to secure priority 
through airport check-in and questions on individual 
experiences through the airport.  
The Clerk reported that, following the meeting of the 
Newcastle Parishes hosted by Dinnington the 
previous evening, she would circulate a note on the 
main issues covered.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
K. Hadfield 
 

370. Financial Matters 
Members approved and authorised the signing of 
cheques in payment of invoices received and 
presented at the meeting:- 
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Clerk’s salary February  2017   187.99 CHQ 100997 
Zurich Municipal Insurance       458.00 CHQ 100998 
 

 
K. Hadfield 
 

371. Items for next agenda  

 Northumbrian Water Update 

 Memorial Plaque Update 
  

 
 
K. Hadfield 

372. Date of Next Meeting 
Wednesday 19 April 2017 at 7.00 pm  
 

 

373. Conclusion of Meeting  
The meeting closed at 8.28pm  

 

 

 
CHAIR…………………………………….. 

 
 

DATE……………………………………… 


