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Minutes of the meeting of Dinnington Parish Council held on Wednesday 19 
April 2017 at 7.00 pm in Dinnington Memorial Institute 

 
Members Present: Cllrs R. Thompson (Chairman, in the Chair), A. Dellow, S. 

Hood, T. Laidler, K. Oliver, S. Phelps, J. Porter, J. Scratcherd, M. Wood.  
 
In Attendance: Cllr A Lower (Newcastle City Council)  

 
5 members of the public were in attendance 
 
Minute 

No. 
Agenda Item Action 

required 

374. Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received from Cllr Hunter.  

 

 
 

 
375. Declarations of Interest 

 
 

376. Police Issues  

There were no Police representatives present. The 
Chairman commented that email updates had 
previously been received from the Police. Cllr Lower 

agreed to speak to PC Maddison. 

 
 
 
 

Cllr Lower 
 

377. Open Forum  

Mrs Scott from Carr Grange again raised the issue 
of water from the Horton Grange Road building up 

in her garden and the effect of that, which she had 
raised at the February meeting. Mr Scott confirmed 
that this was being caused by a blocked ditch which 
the City Council were responsible for but had not 

cleared for many years, and no action had been 
taken since it had been raised previously. Cllr 
Lower agreed to come and look at the issue and 
she took contact details from the Scotts. 

Mrs Croney from Curlew Cottage, Prestwick Carr 
Road raised concerns she had regarding the 
increasing number of vehicles, including HGVs, and 
the speed of vehicles using this single track road. 

There were no passing places left and the road had 
become a dangerous rat run. The City Council had 
advised that this was a 60mph road but from a 
safety point of view, she did not feel that this was 

appropriate. Cllr Lower agreed to pursue potential 
safety/alleviation measures with the City Council. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Cllr Lower 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Cllr Lower 
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378. Northumbrian Water Ltd – Dinnington Drainage 

System 

Cllr Wood reported that Les Hall had been called to 
a meeting elsewhere but he did have a meeting with 
him scheduled for the following week to go through 

their latest proposals and would report back. Due to 
holiday commitments Les could not make the May 
meeting but would come to the June meeting if this 
was acceptable to discuss the measuring station 

location as well as the football field manhole. He 
outlined NWL’s proposal for the raised manhole at 
the east end of the football field, which currently 
was to get rid of the manhole and connect the pipe 

from the Keepmoat site directly to the existing foul 
main and reinstate the area as it was. This was not 
normal practice, but this would be discussed in 
more detail at their meeting. In fairness, Keepmoat 

were comfortable with the proposal.  
Mark Edwards commented that he had been 
experiencing flooding outside of his house since 2 
April. Cllr Lower agreed to follow this up. 

  

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Cllr Lower 

 
379. Minutes of previous meeting 

RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 

15 March 2017 be agreed as a true record and 
signed by the Chair.   

 

 
 
 
K. Hadfield 

 
380. Matters Arising 

361 (Matters Arising – bus shelter) in response to a 
query from Cllr Lower, Cllr Dellow confirmed that 
the screeding had not been done which Cllr Lower 
agreed to pursue. 

368.9 (Updates – Website), Cllr Wood advised that 
the website would be updated with regard to the 
neighbourhood plan following the meeting with 
Emma Warneford the following week. 

 

 

 
 
 
Cllr Lower 

 
 
Cllrs 
Wood/Laidler 

 
381. Members’ Items of Concern  
381.1 Cllr Hood commented on the poor state of the 

village generally given the disintegrating paths, 
roads and potholes. 
 

 

381.2 Cllr Dellow referred to the amount of litter and 
parking on pavements, which was becoming an 

increasing problem. Cllr Phelps agreed and referred 
to incidents on his street which had initially been 
resolved following intervention by the Police, but 
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were now recurring. Cllr Lower agreed to get further 
details. 
 

 
Cllr Lower 

381.3 Cllr Porter reported that the fence at the bottom of 
East Acres had finally been repaired though another 
area had become an issue.  

  

 

381.4 Cllr Laidler reported that the oil in the burn had now 
been reported.  
 

 

381.5 Mrs Scott asked whether it would be possible to 
have an additional litter bin on the junction with the 
Prestwick Carr Road. Cllr Lower advised that City 

Council policy was now to remove litter bins 
because of the cost of emptying them, as this would 
encourage people to take their litter home. Having a 
bin sponsored might be a solution but the City 

Council would still have to empty it and it would 
depend on whether this could be fitted in by Kevin, 
the NCC van driver. She agreed to pursue the 
issue.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Cllr Lower 
 

382. Volunteer Grass Cutting Services  

The Chair confirmed that he had discussed this 
issue with Brunswick Parish Council and he 
reminded members of the issues which the Parish 
Council had considered at their last meeting. Cllr 

Lower commented that Hazlerigg Parish Council 
had a similar arrangement. She also reported on 
the ongoing debate regarding the charge to YHN 
tenants for grass cutting services and the value for 

money being provided, adding that charges could 
be introduced at some point by the City Council.  
Members debated the issue in some detail including 
the possibility of asking for extra cuts, taking the 

funding from the City Council and doing it 
themselves, the grass cutting policy at other 
Councils in comparison to the City Council and the 
lack of flexibility within the City Council’s system. 

Cllr Lower agreed to discuss with senior officers the 
possibility of getting some flexibility into the cutting 
regime.  
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Cllr Lower 

383. City Council Parks Consultation 

Cllr Wood referred to the ongoing consultation by 

the City Council regarding how parks and 
allotments would be run in future. He had spoken to 
Joe Hogan at the City Council and received some 
information which he would email round. 33 major 
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parks and open spaces were affected by the 
proposals, including Big Waters Nature Reserve. 
The proposals could eventually include recreation 
grounds, including Dinnington Recreation Ground. 

Members were concerned about the potential 
impact of the proposals and agreed that a response 
be made to the City Council outlining the Parish 
Council’s concerns that these areas should be 

protected because of their importance to the 
character of the village and wider area as 
evidenced in the developing neighbourhood plan. 
There were also concerns that the proposals would 

affect both free access and future maintenance, that 
the proposals were not future proof and that some 
parks would be selectively chosen whilst the rest 
were left to fend for themselves. They were also 

keen to ensure that the Parish Council would be 
involved in any future decisions changing the 
current position. 
RESOLVED that a response be made to the City 

Council on these lines. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

K. Hadfield 

384. Memorial Plaque Update 

Cllr Phelps reported on developments with this 
issue. Helen Campbell at Keepmoat had confirmed 
that they wanted to be involved in the design of the 

plaque and had indicated that the City Council 
would also need to be involved. However, the 
general response from Keepmoat had been less 
than enthusiastic and they were keen to ensure that 

the plaque was placed in an unobtrusive location.  
Cllr Porter reminded members that the streets were 
to be named after local men who had fallen in the 
Great War and that it had been hoped that 

Keepmoat would fund the plaque.  
Cllr Lower suggested that the City Council be 
approached with a view to locating the plaque within 
their affordable housing apartments area where 

there were communal spaces. Cllr Wood suggested 
that the external wall of the assisted living block 
could also be an option. Cllr Lower agreed to 
discuss further with Cllr Phelps and YHN.     

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Cllrs 
Lower/Phelps 

 
385. Correspondence 

The clerk referred to a number of issues:- 
- The tall buildings scoping report consultation 

from the City Council had been circulated to 

members. Comments could be submitted until 
16 May 2017. 
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- Details of the Stannington Parish Council 
neighbourhood plan consultation had been 
circulated to members.  

- The NALC Training programme had been 

circulated, including an event at Dinnington on 
24 April for new members.  

- An email from Mrs O’Neill of 7 Church Close 
Dinnington had been received regarding 

parking problems on the grass outside of the 
church grounds which the clerk read out. This 
was causing damage and she requested that a 
no parking on the grass sign be erected. Rev 

Mark Edwards was present. He challenged the 
view that this had been a problem for many 
years and that regular churchgoers blocked 
residential driveways, but he agreed to try and 

avoid parking on the grass himself and to ask 
the congregation, through the notices, not to do 
so. He would do all he could to try and alleviate 
any future problems.    

 
386. Planning Applications 

None had been received. 
  

 

 

387. Neighbourhood Plan 

Cllr Wood reported that they were meeting with 
Emma Warneford, NCC Planning Policy Team 

Manager, on 27 April 2017 to answer further 
questions the Parish Council might have and for her 
to give advice about the PC’s approach and 
direction with the Plan going forward before the next 

consultation event was held.  
 

 

388. Updates  

388.1 Keepmoat Homes – Cllr Wood reported that 

Keepmoat were still trying to fully resolve the 
problem about parking in Havannah Crescent, 
which he hoped was nearing resolution. Most of the 

commercial vans had now stopped parking there 
and it was down to one or two private operatives’ 
cars. Keepmoat were trying to find a way of 
identifying exactly who the vehicles belonged to, 

carry out inspections to see if it was their sub- 
contractors who were parking there and if so, their 
site managers had been instructed to tell the 
owners to move the vehicles onto the site.  

The affordable housing was due to be handed over 
at the end of May and would be managed by YHN. 
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This comprised 24 one and two bedroom 
apartments in the two story assisted living block, 
five specialist dementia bungalows, four tyneside 
flats and four bungalows for rent for older persons. 

Of the houses for sale, 10 homes had been sold to 
date, 13 were exchanged/reserved, with another 
110 to go (total of 133 homes for sale). At present, 
39 plots were at various stages of construction on 

the north eastern part of the site. Keepmoat were 
currently forecasting scheme completion for Autumn 
2019, but this was dependent on the rate of sales 
achieved.  

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
388.2 Persimmon Homes – Cllr Wood reported that 

planning permission had been granted on 2 Feb 
2017. Finalising the S106 payments was taking 
more time with the legal teams than had been 
anticipated and may not be complete before the end 

April/early May. As a consequence, work would 
probably not start on site until late May/early June.  
 

 

388.3 Bellway Development – Cllr Wood reported that 

roads, main drainage and general groundworks on 

site were now more or less complete. They would 
be finalising the installation of the on-site services 
over the next month. They were currently bringing 
the gas supply across Front Street onto the site.  

The traffic lights should be removed towards the 
end of the following week. 
About 25% of house foundations were constructed 
with four houses up to underside of roof level. The 

sales office was now roofed and should be open in 
a couple of months. The piling at the rear of the site 
would recommence in the next couple of weeks and 
would take about a month to complete.  

A temporary fence had been erected along Front 
Street and about 60% of the permanent fencing 
adjacent to the allotments at the back of the site, 
and planting along the rear, had been completed.    

 
Cllr Phelps queried whether the PC were expected 
to provide a response to the City Council on the 
forthcoming “Housing and Economic Land 

Availability Assessment”. Cllr Woods advised that 
the City Council may be able to provide some 
information on that at the forthcoming 
neighbourhood plan meeting, though he thought the 

PC was not affected. There would still be time 
following that meeting for the PC to consider its 
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response but he did not believe there was anything 
in the document which affected Dinnington Parish.      
 

388.4 Village Hall  

Cllr Porter reported that funding for blinds for the 
memorial hall had been approved by the ward 

committee and would be fitted on Friday which was 
much appreciated. Quotes for the new boiler had 
been received and work was ongoing with Cllr 
Wood on a package of works. 

A booking for the general election had now been 
made.   
  

 

388.5 Newsletter  

This was almost complete and would be submitted 

to the clerk by 24 April to arrange printing.  
 

 
Cllr Wood/K. 

Hadfield 

388.6 Library 

No issues to report.   
 
 
 

388.7 Northumbria in Bloom/Adopt a Planter 

Cllr Wood reminded members that the first visit by 

the judges was Monday 24 April at 2.15 pm. This 
would include the White Swan and allotments and 
Dinnington First School were also keen to be 
involved. Local businesses would be involved and 

he encouraged Cllrs Oliver and Scratcherd to get 
involved if they could.   
 

 

388.8 Allotments 

It was noted that the rent cheque had been received 
and could be paid in 

 

 
 
K. Hadfield 

388.9 Website 

This would be updated with regard to the 
neighbourhood plan following the forthcoming 
meeting.  

 

 
 
Cllrs Laidler/ 
Wood 

 
388.10 Dinnington Surgery – Cllr Wood confirmed that 

Woodland Park Doctors had closed their dispensary 
services at Dinnington. They were still intending to 
close their Dinnington Surgery. They would 
probably not have the official agreement from NHS 

England until the end of the month but it was 
expected that it would close soon after that. 
Cllr Scratcherd expressed concern that Ponteland 
Medical Group would be the only alternative for 

Dinnington residents given that they were on notice 
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from the Care Quality Commission following a 
recent inspection on the basis of their dispensary 
performance. He was also worried about what 
would happen in future when all of the new houses 

being built were occupied and he referred to the 
community facilities which had been promised when 
the planning applications were being considered.  
Cllr Lower advised that CIL monies expected were 

in the region of £800,000-£1m. The Parish Council 
would have to identify its priorities for the allocation 
of this funding. This could also be used to lever 
match funding from the NHS by any GP practice 

which was interested in locating, as was happening 
with the Great Park surgery.  
Members agreed that it was important to be pro-
active and work with Ponteland Medical Group to 

establish what their intentions were regarding 
medical provision in Dinnington. Any primary care 
provider in the area could be interested in light of 
the CIL funding available and it was noted that the 

Trust were entitled to notify any interested parties.  
Cllr Lower suggested that updated figures for CIL 
monies be sought for circulation to parish 
councillors before any further action was taken. It 

was suggested by a member of the public present 
at the meeting that Cllr Scratcherd should be the 
Parish Council’s representative on any consultation 
group on future facilities.  
Agreed that an updated figure for CIL monies be 

sought and circulated and an update provided at the 
next meeting. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Cllr Lower 
 

389. Reports 

The Chair referred to the minutes of the Brenkley 

Lane Liaison Committee meeting of 22 March which 
he had circulated.  
Cllr Lower advised that ward meetings would cost 
£1500 to administer by the City Council which was 

75% of the annual budget. Local city councillors 
were therefore attending parish council meetings to 
talk to people on their own. 
Cllr Phelps advised that Newcastle Airport were 

able to attend the May meeting of the Parish 
Council regarding the arrival and approach 
procedure consultation. The Parish Council were a 
statutory consultee. It was agreed that this be the 

first item on the next meeting agenda and that the 
presentation be limited to 15 minutes. 
Cllr Phelps also reported back on a recent 
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Newcastle Airport Liaison Committee meeting. 
 

K. Hadfield 
 

390. Financial Matters 

Members approved and authorised the signing of 
cheques in payment of invoices received and 
presented at the meeting:- 

 
HMRC PAYE Q4                      140.40 CHQ 100999 
Planning Advice Plus             2,554.45 CHQ 101000 
Northumberland CC Printing      23.87 CHQ 101001 

Thirsk Payroll Jan-Mar 2017       48.00 CHQ 101002 
Groundwork UK Grant refund   390.00 CHQ 101031 
Clerk’s salary March 2017        187.99 CHQ 101032 
Clerk travel expenses Feb-Apr   50.40 CHQ 101033 

 
A cheque for £177.18 for allotment rents had been 
received.  
The draft 2016-17 accounts were circulated and 

were agreed. Regarding the auditor, it was agreed 
that Mrs Edwards be asked to audit the accounts 
again this year and the situation reviewed for next 
year. 
 
RESOLVED that the draft 2015-16 accounts be 

approved for auditing.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
K. Hadfield 
 

391. Items for next agenda  

 Newcastle Airport arrival and approach 
procedure consultation 

  

 

 
K. Hadfield 

392. Date of Next Meeting 

Wednesday 17 May 2017 at 7.00 pm  
 

 

393. Conclusion of Meeting  

The meeting closed at 8.55pm  

 

 

 
 

CHAIR…………………………………….. 
 
 

DATE……………………………………… 


