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Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Dinnington Parish Council held on 
Wednesday 17 May 2017 at 7.40 pm in Dinnington Memorial Institute 

 
Members Present: Cllrs R. Thompson, A. Dellow, S. Hood, T. Laidler, S. 
Phelps, J. Porter, J. Scratcherd, M. Wood.  
 
In Attendance: Cllr A. Lower (Newcastle City Council), Cllr I. Graham 
(Newcastle City Council), Cllr B. Hunter (Newcastle City Council)  
 
 

Minute 
No. 

Agenda Item Action 
required 

1. Election of Chairman  
 
It was proposed by Cllr Wood and seconded by Cllr 
Dellow that Cllr Raymond Thompson be elected 
Chairman of the Parish Council for the ensuing 
year. There were no other nominations. 
 
RESOLVED that Cllr Thompson be elected 
Chairman of the Parish Council for the ensuing 
year. 
 
Cllr Thompson in the Chair 
 
Cllr Thompson thanked members for their 
endorsement, in particular Cllr Wood, who provided 
a great deal of support to him in his role as Chair. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
K. Hadfield 
 

2. Welcome and Announcements  
 
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 

 

3. Election of Vice Chairman 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Dellow and seconded by 
Cllr Laidler that Cllr Mike Wood be elected Vice 
Chairman of the Parish Council for the ensuing 
year. There were no other nominations. 
 
RESOLVED that Cllr Wood be elected Vice 
Chairman of the Parish Council for the ensuing 
year. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
K. Hadfield 
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4. Apologies for Absence 
 
Apologies were received from Councillor Oliver 
 

 

5. Declarations of Interest 
 

 

6. Appointments to Outside Bodies  
 
(a) Banks Liaison Committee (2) – J. Porter and R. 
Thompson 
(b) Village Hall Management Committee (4) – A. 
Dellow, S. Hood, J. Porter, M. Wood. 
(c) Airport Consultative Committee (1) – S. Phelps, 
(J. Scratcherd sub) 
(d) Allotments (1) – J. Porter 
(e) NALC (1) – R. Thompson  
(f) Dinnington First School Governing Body – further 
clarification to be sought by the clerk regarding 
roles for parish cllrs on the Governing Body. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
K. Hadfield 
 

7. Co-option of New Member of the Parish Council  
 
It was proposed by Cllr Porter, and seconded by 
Cllr Laidler, that Mr Paul Hitchenes be co-opted as 
a member of the Parish Council.  
 
RESOLVED that Mr Paul Hitchenes be co-opted as 
a member of Dinnington Parish Council. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
K. Hadfield  

8. Open Forum  
There were no members of the public present. 
 

 

9. Minutes of previous meeting 
 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 
19 April 2017 be agreed as a true record and 
signed by the Chair.   
 

 
 
 
 
K. Hadfield 
 

10. Matters Arising 
 
377 Open Forum – Cllr Lower advised that she had 
met with Mrs Scott and Mrs Croney. The ditch had 
now been cleared and pothole repairs were done. 
Speed and weight checks would be carried out on 
the Prestwick Carr road and then possible actions 
would be investigated. Action had also been taken 
regarding the gas pipe and white line painting. The 
flooding issues referred to by Reverend Edwards 
had also been actioned. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  3 
 
 

378 (Northumbrian Water – Dinnington Drainage 
System) – Cllr Wood reported that he and Cllr 
Laidler had met with Les Hall on the 27 April and  
discussed the raised manhole at the east end of the 
football field. NWL planned to get rid of the raised 
manhole, connect the pipe from the Keepmoat site 
directly to the existing foul main and reinstate the 
area as it was. Keepmoat were happy with this. He 
had also advised the members of Persimmon 
Homes’ offer to upgrade the existing drainage run 
running in the field to the west of their new site 
adjacent to Prestwick Rd, which crossed the road 
adjacent Kenmar Villa.   
NWL had also carried out a desktop survey of the 
existing Dinnington drainage to see where there 
might be problems and to carry out flow measuring 
etc. Les Hall would update members in more detail 
at the June meeting. 
380 Matters Arising (bus shelter) – this had been 
completed. 
381.5 Cllr Lower reported that she had asked 
whether a litter bin at the Prestwick Carr junction 
could be looked at as requested. 
384 (Memorial Plaque Update) – a response was 
still awaited. Cllr Wood reported that Helen 
Campbell had confirmed that Keepmoat were happy 
to co-operate but their preference was for 
something less formal such as a memorial garden 
with a horizontal plaque. Cllr Porter commented that 
the proposal had been for commemorative stone to 
explain the local street names. 
388.10 (Dinnington Surgery) – Cllr Lower advised 
that she had received some information regarding 
the level of CIL funding at £1,183,149 but further 
clarification was needed. She was to meet with 
officers on this. 
388.9 (Website) – this had now been updated 
following the meeting with Emma Warneford. 
383 (City Council Parks Consultation) – the clerk 
advised that a response had been received from the 
City Council acknowledging the Parish Council’s 
response. All responses were now being analysed 
and feedback would be provided after the general 
election on 8 June.  
388.5 (Newsletter) – it was noted that the contact 
list for postal despatch of the newsletter needed to 
be updated for agreement at the next meeting. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11. Members’ Items of Concern  

11.1 Cllr Dellow reported tires dumped on Horton Cllr Graham 
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Grange Road. 
 

11.2 Cllr Hood reported that the household waste 
recovery centre was now charging for rubbish 
according to its size and weight. Cllr Graham 
advised that only commercial waste would be 
charged for, adding that the centre had been closed 
for a day recently.   
 

 
 

11.3 Cllr Scratcherd reported that the dispensary 
services at Ponteland Medical Group had greatly 
improved and he would meet with Dr Twelves once 
the final details of the CIL fund were clear.  
Cllr Hitchenes queried whether any other medical 
groups in the locality would be interested In 
providing medical services to the village. Cllr 
Scratcherd advised that all surrounding practices 
would be notified in due course about opportunities 
in the village.      
  

 

11.4 Cllr Hitchenes reported that a lot of building rubbish 
from the Keepmoat site was accumulating around 
the playing field and he had recently chased youths 
away who were using this rubbish, mainly insulation 
bags, to start fires. Cllr Wood agreed to follow up 
with Keepmoat.   

 
 
 
 
 
Cllr  Wood 
 

11.5 Cllr Wood reported that an elderly resident had an 
issue with overhanging trees from a neighbour’s 
garden, which the City Council had advised they 
could do nothing about. Cllr Graham confirmed that 
this was an issue for the owner of the property, but 
that trees could be trimmed where they strayed into 
the neighbour’s garden, provided the offcuts were 
returned to the original owner’s property.  
 

 
 
 

11.6 Cllr Laidler commented on the information issued by 
the City Council about what waste material could be 
put into the bin caddies. However, many people no 
longer had caddies in their bins and he was 
concerned that this could lead to bins not being 
emptied. Cllr Graham advised that there had been 
complaints that caddy contents had been emptied 
into the general bin. However, he also reported that 
the contractors had advised that they would 
separate rubbish themselves.  
   

 

12. Correspondence 
The Clerk reported an email received from Mrs Enid 
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Rivers with a request for a planted up coal cart in 
the village as a feature. Cllr Graham commented 
that this had been tried before by Banks Mining but  
the coal carts still in existence and available were in 
such a poor state of repair that the costs for 
repairing them, and ongoing maintenance costs, 
meant it was not a feasible proposition.   
 
The Clerk reported on a proposal from the City 
Council for the introduction of a 20 mph speed limit 
with speed humps for the full length of Front Street 
and March Terrace up to the existing chicane 
adjacent to the old stables.   
Members felt that the issue of a safe crossing point 
for pedestrians needed to be considered and that 
the order would result in inconsistencies of speeds 
through the village. There was concern that this 
could lead to drivers choosing certain routes to 
avoid the 20 mph sections, particularly when exiting 
the village, thus pushing more traffic onto Main 
Road from the new developments. 
  
The issue of road safety was also of great concern 
given the 60% increase in the size of the village and 
therefore traffic, due to the number of new houses 
being constructed. Members felt that the City 
Council should consider the introduction of a traffic 
light controlled junction / pedestrian crossing at the 
“T” junction between Front Street and Main Road to 
provide a safe crossing for pedestrians, particularly 
for the elderly and children, when school opening 
and closing times were particularly hazardous.   
 
Cllr Graham advised that he could ask for a traffic 
survey to be carried out to observe the situation.    
 
It was agreed that these concerns from the Parish 
Council be conveyed to the City Council.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
K. Hadfield 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
K. Hadfield 
/Cllr Graham  
 

13. Planning Applications 
The Chairman referred to the tracked applications 
details, updated on the City Council portal, which he 
had recently circulated to members. 
Reference was also made to the outline planning 
application details circulated for the development of 
housing and educational provision within the Great 
Park development.     
  

 
 

14. Neighbourhood Plan 
Cllr Wood reported that the Neighbourhood Plan 
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Sub Group had met with Emma Warneford (NCC 
Planning Policy Team Manager) on Thurs 27 April. 
A good discussion had been had about working with 
the City Council going forward with the Plan. They 
had also discussed issues with the greenbelt as far 
as protection was concerned for any possible 
further expansion of the village after 2030. Emma 
had suggested it might be sensible to postpone 
holding the parish council’s next public consultation 
event until after their “Housing and Economic Land 
Availability Assessment” was published, as it could 
affect taking the plan forward. This was meant to be 
in June, which they had agreed was sensible. 
However, she had recently advised that because of 
"Purdah" due to the election, this would probably 
not be out to consultation until September. This was 
now probably not such an acceptable delay and a 
further group meeting would be held to discuss this 
and the draft Questionnaire, which had been 
finalised with the consultant following the meeting 
with Emma. He would report back again after that. 
 

15. Updates  

15.1 Keepmoat Homes – Cllr Wood reported that the 
car parking on Havannah Crescent seemed to be 
improving. There had been an issue with a dark 
blue van and electricity vans which Cllr Wood was 
aware of. 
  
Following up a query from a resident, it appeared 
that Keepmoat had constructed the fence adjacent 
the car park at the NW corner of the site in the 
wrong place i.e. they had come beyond the site 
boundary. He had followed this up with them and 
Keepmoat had accepted the error and would re-
position the fence. 
  
Construction of the off-site footpath link to the 
school had been delayed pending sorting out a 
levels issue at plot 126, which was where the off-
site footpath tied in with the housing development. 
  
Removing the raised manhole adjacent to the 
football pitch should occur once NWL had given 
final sign off to the proposed revised drainage 
arrangements. There was a reasonable amount of 
time available to ensure the raised manhole was 
removed and the ground reinstated ahead of the 
next football season starting. 
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10 homes had been sold, 25 were either reserved 
or exchanged and around 32 plots were under 
various stages of construction. 
  
The affordable housing was due to be handed over 
at the end of the month. This comprised the 24 
apartments in the 2 storey supported living block, 
the 5 specialist dementia bungalows, 4 tyneside 
flats and 4 bungalows for rent for older persons. 
 

15.2 Persimmon Homes – Cllr Wood reported that   
Persimmon had been given planning permission on 
2 Feb. Finalising the S106 payments was taking 
more time with the legal teams than anticipated and  
may not now be completed before end of May. 
As a consequence they would probably not start on 
site until late June / early July.  
 

 

15.3 Bellway Development – Cllr Wood reported that 
the groundworks on site were complete. 50% of the 
installation of the on-site services had been 
completed and these would be finished over the 
next month. About 50% of the house foundations 
had been constructed, with 4 houses completely 
roofed by the end of the week (weather permitting). 
The sales office should be open end June / early 
July. 
The piling at the rear of the site was about 50% 
complete and should be finished in another month. 
A sweeper was still on site and the roads checked 
twice a day. 
The big issue was the bringing in of the electricity 
supply from the sub-station on Mitford Way down to 
the front of Dinnington Green along the west side 
footpath, then along Front Street to the site. This 
would take about a month to complete starting on 
16 June and there would be some disruption.      
 

 

15.4 Village Hall  
Cllr Porter reported that all estimates had now been 
received in preparation for a funding application to 
Banks.   
  

 

15.5 Newsletter  
The Chairman thanked everyone for their input. As 
had been mentioned, the postal dispatch list would 
be updated.  
 

 
Chair/K. 
Hadfield 

15.6 Library  
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Cllr Wood reported that a volunteers meeting had 
been held on Monday, principally to sort out their 
rota going forwards. They had decided to take part 
in the Church Fair again in June and intended to 
visit the school again, probably in September. 
Consideration was being given to taking books to 
the elderly residents in the sheltered 
accommodation block at Sheraton Park, once it was 
occupied. 
   

 
 

15.7 Northumbria in Bloom/Adopt a Planter 
Cllr Wood reported that councillors had had a good 
walk around with the Judges on their first visit on 
Mon 24 April 2017. It had been agreed that they 
would come for the final summer judging on Wed 19 
July 2017. The White Swan and the School had 
been visited and the Allotments had been included 
this time. 
At the judges’ suggestion, Bracken Close residents 
were considering whether to enter their street in the 
"Residential Community" class. 
The new owners of the White Swan were keen to 
continue and he understood that the School had 
entered themselves, but he felt it was better to 
combine efforts this year.  
 

 

15.8 Allotments 
Nothing to report. 
 

 
 
 

15.9 Website 
This was up to date. 
 

 
 

15.10 Dinnington Surgery – Cllr Wood confirmed that 
Woodland Park Doctors would finally close their  
Dinnington Surgery on 26 May 2017 
 

 
 
 

16. Reports 
Cllr Thompson reported that there was a NALC 
meeting scheduled for 20 May which he couldn’t 
attend and asked if anyone else could.  
 

 
 

17. Financial Matters   

17.1 Members approved and authorised the signing of 
cheques in payment of invoices received and 
presented at the meeting:- 
 
NALC Subscription…………….264.50 CHQ 101034 
Newsletter printing                    170.00 CHQ 101035 
Clerk’s salary April 2017           187.99 CHQ 101036 
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Mrs L. Edwards 
Internal Auditor……………..……90.00 CHQ 101037 
  

 
K. Hadfield 
 

17.2 It was RESOLVED to approve the annual 
governance statement 2016-17 and accounting 
statements and authorise signature by the 
Chairman. 
 

 
 
 
K. Hadfield 

18. Items for next agenda  
Update from Les Hall, Northumbrian Water 
Visit from Tenants Voice Representatives, YHN  
  

 
 
K. Hadfield 

19. Date of Next Meeting 
Wednesday  21 June 2017 at 7.00 pm  
 

 

20. Conclusion of Meeting  
The meeting closed at 8.45 pm  

 

 

 
 

CHAIR…………………………………….. 
 
 

DATE……………………………………… 


