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Minutes of a meeting of Dinnington Parish Council held on Wednesday 21 
June 2017 at 7.00 pm in Dinnington Memorial Institute 

 
Members Present: Cllrs R. Thompson (Chairman in the Chair), A. Dellow, P. 
Hitchenes, S. Hood, K. Oliver, S. Phelps, J. Porter, M. Wood.  
 
In Attendance: Cllr A. Lower (Newcastle City Council), Cllr I. Graham 
(Newcastle City Council), Cllr B. Hunter (Newcastle City Council)  
 
Two members of the public were present.  
 

Minute 
No. 

Agenda Item Action 
required 

21. Apologies for Absence  
 
Apologies were received from Cllrs Laidler and 
Scratcherd. 
 

 
 

22. Declarations of Interest 
 

 

23. Police Issues 
 
PC Lee Maddison reported that four crimes had 
been committed in the previous month – three were 
linked public order issues relating to one family, and 
one was a lock being cut at the allotments on 18 
June. There had been 23 reported incidents and the 
Chairman referred to a report he’d had from a 
resident regarding two bikes in the recreation field 
and in the farmer’s field late at night which PC 
Maddison agreed to follow up.  
 
Cllr Phelps referred to the recent cycleathon event 
and some incidents of poor cycling. PC Maddison 
advised that feedback could be provided to the 
organisers about any issues and Cllr Graham 
confirmed that there was a number to report 
problems on.  
  

 

24. Open Forum  
 
Cllr Lower reported that the ditches on the 
Prestwick Carr road had not yet been cleared. She 
would pursue this with officers in the morning.   

 
 
 
 
Cllr Lower 
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25. Northumbrian Water – Dinnington Drainage 
System 
 
Steve Wharton from NWL was present at the 
meeting, deputising for Les Hall who could not 
make the meeting as he was away on business in 
Essex. 
  
Steve thanked members for passing on the 
information and photos of flooding from a manhole 
cover during recent thunderstorms in Sycamore 
Ave. He explained that records like this were vital to 
give NWL as much information as possible to allow 
them to check the drainage in Dinnington.  
NWL were carrying out investigations on a new 
model of the drainage system in Dinnington to 
check the capacity of its foul drainage, including all 
the new housing developments and would come 
back to the PC with the results. He confirmed NWL 
would carry out any required additional upgrades to 
the system to accommodate any future capacity 
requirements. 
  
He confirmed that the issue of the raised manhole 
at the east end of the football field was resolved. 
NWL plan to get rid of the raised manhole and had 
agreed/ instructed Keepmoat to connect the pipe 
from their site directly into the existing foul main, get 
rid of the manhole and reinstate the area as it was. 
  
Steve outlined the Persimmon proposal for taking 
storm water drainage from their site into the 
drainage ditch on the side of the Carr road. They 
proposed to upgrade and then utilise the existing 
drainage pipe running in the field to the west of their 
new site adjacent to Prestwick Rd, which crossed 
the road adjacent the "Homes" bungalow. He 
confirmed that the culvert where it crossed the road 
was of sufficient capacity and condition to handle 
the discharge rates proposed. 
 
Members raised some queries around the influence 
NWL had on developers to shape the location of 
future development and the length of time 
improvements to the local system would take. This 
would be influenced by the amount and extent of 
the work to be done so could range from weeks to 
months.  
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Members thanked Steve for attending the meeting 
ad providing an update.  
 

26. Minutes of previous meetings 
 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the Annual Parish 
Meeting held on 17 May 2017 be received, and the 
minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council 
held on 17 May 2017 be agreed as a true record 
and signed by the Chairman. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
K. Hadfield 
 

27. Matters Arising 
 
377 Matters Arising – Cllr Lower reported that Mrs 
Scott had confirmed these works had not been 
done so she would follow this up as mentioned. 
11.4 Members’ Items of Concern - Keepmoat had 
done a clean-up of the area and the situation had 
improved. Cllr Hood provided some pictures of 
rubbish at the Keepmoat site which she had taken. 
Cllr Lower agreed to speak to planning enforcement 
on this.  
 

 
 
 
 
Cllr Lower 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Lower 

28. Members’ Items of Concern  

28.1 Cllr Dellow raised the issue of grass cutting in the 
village and the areas of concern identified by 
members included:- 

 Grass left on the paths after the cut. 

 The existing cutting regime and the need for 
an additional cut. 

 The budget for grass cutting in Dinnington. 

 The lack of transparency about where and 
how the grass cutting budget was spent. 

 The opportunity to influence the position in 
the next financial year to improve the 
situation. 

 The possibility of an additional cut which the 
Parish Council could pay for. 

 The possibility of getting the old school field 
cut again. 

Cllr Lower advised that more than one budget was 
involved in the grass cutting service and included 
YHN and Leisure Services. More power would be 
available to the Parish Council to influence its grass 
cutting services once the Neighbourhood Plan  
was in place and the City Council was keen for 
parish councils to become more involved through 
their City Parks initiative. She agreed to raise the 
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following issues with the City Council:- 

 Grass being left on paths – paths should be 
swept up after cuts and not before. 

 Information on grass cutting routes and the 
cutting schedule. 

 The price for an extra cut. 

 The possibility of having the old school field 
cut again. 

Cllr Lower suggested that Peter Gray, the new 
Head of Highways and Local Services be invited to 
talk to the Parish Council about next year’s plans 
once they took up post in September and would 
provide the clerk with the details.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Lower 
 
Clr Lower/K. 
Hadfield  
 

28.2 Cllr Porter was pleased to report that the 30 mph 
signs had finally been moved 100 yards north of the 
vicarage entrance but one sign was now obscured 
by trees, and drivers appeared to be ignoring them. 
Cllr Lower agreed to raise with the City Council to 
have the tress trimmed. 
Cllr Hitchenes felt the situation was now actually 
worse than before the signs had been moved as 
they were further out of the village. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Lower 

28.3 Cllr Hitchenes reported on the poor state of the 
footpath from outside The Paddock into West 
Acres. 
 

 
 
Cllr Lower 

28.4 Cllr Phelps reported that tree growth onto the 
highway was affecting sight lines near The Swan 
pub. He also queried what was happening with the 
memorial plaque. Cllr Lower responded that this 
was still in discussion with Keepmoat’s board.  
 

 
 

29. Correspondence 
 
The clerk reported on the response from Dinnington 
First School regarding the invitation for a parish 
councillor to become a member of the Governing 
Body. Cllr Hitchenes advised that he would be 
interested in becoming involved.  
The clerk also reported the response from 
Newcastle City Council regarding the proposed 
speed limits and road humps in the Prestwick Road 
area. A road safety assessment would be 
completed to assess the level of demand for a 
crossing point and if this identified that it was a 
viable proposal, it would be added to a list of future 
schemes. Further, a zebra crossing was proposed 

 
 
 
 
 
 
K. Hadfield 
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to the east of the White Swan as part of the 
Persimmon development. It was commented by Cllr 
Lower that the First School expansion would impact 
on traffic management in the local as safe routes to 
schools would have to be taken into account, and 
that the entrance was planned for the south side of 
the site.  
The Chairman referred to the delegated decision 
which had been circulated by the City Council 
regarding the expansion of the First School. He also 
referred to the relocation of the bus stop on Main 
Road which had been required as part of the 
planning permission granted to Keepmoat. Cllr 
Lower advised that this would be done by the City 
Council once the site was finished.   
   

30. Planning Applications 
 
None had been received. 
 

 
 

31. Neighbourhood Plan 
 
Cllr Wood reported that a subgroup meeting had 
been held last Thursday to discuss the implications 
of postponing the next public consultation event 
until after NCC published their “Housing and 
Economic Land Availability Assessment”, following 
advice from Emma Warneford (NCC Planning 
Policy Team Manager). This was originally being 
published in June, but because of "Purdah" due to 
the election, this was unlikely to be out to 
consultation until September. 
  
It had been decided at the meeting that this was 
now an unacceptable delay and to carry on 
preparing the questionnaire and progressing with 
getting ready for the event, keeping in touch with 
Emma as matters progressed. It was expected that 
things would be ready to proceed by September 
provided there was nothing untoward in the 
document to prevent the Parish Council continuing. 
 

 

32. Updates  

32.1 Keepmoat Homes – Cllr Wood reported that the 
affordable housing had been handed over to 
Leazes Homes and Newcastle City Council last 
Wednesday. Comprising the 24 apartments in the 2 
storey supported living block, the 5 specialist 
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dementia bungalows, 4 tyneside flats and 4 
bungalows all for rent for older persons. The first 
residents would be moving in during July. Your 
Homes Newcastle, who would be managing the 
affordable housing, had offered to show any of the 
Parish Councillors who might be interested around 
the properties. 
  
A resident had been in contact about the removal of 
a section of the hedge just to the north of the site 
entrance, which had been replaced in her words "by 
a dark ugly fence". Keepmoat had checked the 
approved landscaping drawings and had confirmed 
that there was no landscaping shown for this area 
but they were going to tidy the area up and grass 
seed it. 
  
The fence adjacent the car park at the NW corner of 
the site, which had been constructed in the wrong 
position, had been mostly corrected, but there was 
a short stretch in the corner which still needed 
correcting. Keepmoat were aware of it and would 
correct it in due course. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
K. Hadfield 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

32.2 Persimmon Homes – Cllr Wood reported that 
planning was now all sorted and the S106 
payments were all formally in place. They were now 
in the process of discharging all the planning 
conditions and had targeted starting on site at the 
end of July / early August. 
 

 

32.3 Bellway Development – Cllr Wood reported that 
they had now completed the installation of the on-
site services. About 75% of the house foundations 
had been constructed, with 6 houses now 
completely roofed. 
The sales office was now open and 3 houses had 
been sold last weekend. 
The piling at the rear of the site was about 90% 
complete, but there had been some problems with 
the remaining piles which needed to be a lot deeper 
than expected and would now take another month 
to complete.  
They still had a sweeper on site and checked the 
roads twice / day. 
They had commenced bringing the electricity supply 
from the sub-station on Mitford Way down to the 
front of Dinnington Green along the west side 
footpath, then along Front Street to the site. This 
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would take about another month to complete. 
The traffic lights on the road at the site entrance 
were just there until the end of the week, while they 
replaced some damaged kerbs and repaired the 
footpath. 
 

32.4 Village Hall  
Cllr Porter reported that the funding application to 
Banks had been successful and she and Cllr Wood 
would be working on the village hall works on his 
return from holiday. No disruption was expected 
during the improvements, which should be complete 
by September.  
  

 

32.5 Newsletter  
It was noted that the paper mailing list needed to be 
updated and extra copies would be needed for the 
next edition to allow for the additional housing 
developments.  
 

 
 
 
 
Chair/K. 
Hadfield 

32.6 Library 
Cllr Wood advised that there were no problems and 
nothing to report. Cllr Porter reminded members 
about the church fayre on Saturday.  
 

 
 
 

32.7 Northumbria in Bloom/Adopt a Planter 
Cllr Wood reported that Bracken Close residents 
have entered their street in the "Residential 
Communities" class. The White Swan had been 
entered again in the Pubs and Hotels category. The 
Allotments and the School were being included as 
part of the overall village walk around. 
The School had also entered themselves in their 
own right in the school category. 
The final summer judging was on the afternoon of 
Wed 19 July 2017. 
 

 

32.8 Allotments 
Nothing to report. 
 

 
 
 

32.9 Website 
This was up to date. 
 

 
 

32.10 Dinnington Surgery – Cllr Wood confirmed that 
Woodlands Park Doctors had closed their 
Dinnington Surgery on 26 May. Cllr Lower advised 
that Kath Lawless had been holiday but she did 
have a meeting scheduled with her and would 
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update Cllr Scratcherd afterwards. When she had 
the CIL figures, these would be shared with the 
clerk for circulation to the members.  
 

 
Cllr Lower/K. 
Hadfield 
 

33. Parish Council Contact Details 
This was circulated and updated by the members. 

 
K. Hadfield 
 

34. Reports 
The Chair reported that he had attended a Banks 
Liaison meeting. The Parish Council had been 
awarded £10,650 for village hall works and he 
reported on monies also granted to Stannington 
Parish Council. He provided figures on current coal 
extraction and reported that working hours had 
been cut. It was anticipated that Brenkley had 
another 18 months of operation left with two years 
after that for restoration.  
 

 
 

35. Financial Matters   

35.1 Members approved and authorised the signing of 
cheques in payment of invoices received and 
presented at the meeting:- 
 
HMRC Q1              …………….140.80 CHQ 101038 
Thirsk Payroll                              48.00 CHQ 101039 
Clerk’s salary May 2017           187.79 CHQ 101040 
F. Renton Plants …………..…   32.73  CHQ 101041 
I. Cant Plants                              23.93  CHQ101042 
A. Graham Plants                        17.52 CHQ101043 
G.W. Taylor Plants                      40.00 CHQ101044 
Garden Girl Plants                      79.50  CHQ101045 
S. Hood Plants                            17.00  CHQ101046 
 
Monies received:- 
Quarry House rent                       50.00 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
K. Hadfield 
 

35.2 Cllr Hood queried whether there was a limit on the 
spending per planter. The Chairman advised that 
this had been agreed at £25 per planter with one or 
two exceptions. It was noted that the corner behind 
the shops was much larger than the regular 
planters. Tracy had spent £40 on this already and it 
was therefore Agreed that £70 would be an 
appropriate limit for this area.   
 

 

36. Items for next agenda  
Visit from Tenants Voice Representatives, YHN  
  

 
K. Hadfield 
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37. Date of Next Meeting 
Wednesday 19 July 2017 at 7.00 pm.  
Apologies were submitted from Cllrs Porter and 
Hitchenes. 
 

 

38. Conclusion of Meeting  
The meeting closed at 8.52 pm  

 

 

 
 

CHAIR…………………………………….. 
 
 

DATE……………………………………… 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


