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Minutes of a meeting of Dinnington Parish Council held on Wednesday 21 February 2018 at 7.00 pm in 
Dinnington Memorial Institute 

 
Members Present: Cllrs R. Thompson (Chairman in the Chair), A. Dellow, P. Hitchenes, S. Hood, K. 
Oliver, S. Phelps, J. Porter, M. Wood.  
 
In Attendance: Cllr I. Graham (Newcastle City Council), Cllr A. Lower (Newcastle City Council) 
 
 

Minute 
No. 

Agenda Item Action 
required 

142. Apologies for Absence  
Apologies were received from Cllr Scratcherd. 
 

 
 

143. Declarations of Interest 
Members were reminded of the need to declare interests at relevant items.  
 

 

144. Police Issues 
PC Lee Maddison (3044) and PCSO Linda Smith (9071) were present. PC 
Maddison reported that 8 crimes had been committed since his last report 
including theft of a motor vehicle and damage to vehicles.  
The incident log recorded a number of incidents involving youths and 
motorcycle disorder. The community speedwatch had been in attendance on 8 
February and he would provide the figures from that when he had them.  
Sgt Paul Duncan was promoting a partnership approach to solving the disorder 
issues by inviting appropriate members of the community on a patrol “ride 
along” so the issues could be seen at first hand.  
 

 
 
 

145. Minutes of previous meeting 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 17 
January 2018 be agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 
 

 
 
K. Hadfield 
 

146. Matters Arising 
128 – Cllr Lower advised that she had spoken to the residents of Hartley Court 
regarding their concerns. The dropped kerbs would be done, additional lighting 
at the bus stop would be investigated, the list of contacts had been provided 
and the water meters were sorted. The internal doors were being looked at, but 
they had to remain fire doors.  
 
135.11 – Cllr Lower had had no response regarding the expected funding but 
would chase up. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Lower 
 

147. Members’ Items of Concern  

147.1 Cllr Hood – reported that the cut into the Trees estate opposite “The Raj” was 
not being swept as the Johnson could not access it. Also the school path was 
still not being cleared and had become dangerously slippery because of 
compacted leaves. Cllr Phelps commented that the Johnson and the 
roadsweeper had duplicated each other’s routes recently as they did not know 
what routes each other did. Also, the Johnson wasn’t allowed to reverse and 
could often not access the footpath because of parked cars. Cllr Graham 
agreed to pursue with the Head of Service to see what could be done.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Graham 
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147.2 Cllr Dellow – queried whether there was anything definite in the City Council’s 

plans for a pedestrian crossing in the village as crossing Main Road was now 
extremely difficult. Cllr Lower advised that she would raise this with the Head of 
Highways as she had a meeting with him the following day.  
Cllr Dellow also reported that she had seen a Council worker strimming around 
street signs, which the PC had been trying to get done for a long time. Cllr 
Lower advised that a spring clean was being done by the City Council in 
preparation for the Great North event.  
 

 
 
 
Cllr Lower 
 

147.3 Cllr Porter – reported that there was a lot of rubbish being blown from the 
Bellway site onto the fence/hedges along the road towards Horton Grange. Cllr 
Wood agreed to raise this with Bellway.  
Also, a resident had complained about large vehicles using Carr Road and the 
damage done in particular by a “Ramage Ltd” lorry which she had emailed 
members about.  
  

 
Cllr Wood 
 

147.4 Cllr Phelps – reported a pothole which had appeared on Mitford Way. Cllr 
Hitchenes added his concerns about the standard of work done recently on the 
potholes on Main Road which hadn’t lasted and been a complete waste of 
resources. Cllr Lower agreed to raise this at the meeting with the Head of 
Highways to establish a timetable for the road resurfacing and Cllr Wood 
reminded her that the school construction traffic would have no impact on this 
as it was to be directed the other way out of the village. Cllr Phelps felt that a 
greater length of Main Road should be being resurfaced but Cllr Lower advised 
that the extent of the works was determined by what the builders were paying 
for.  
  

 
 
 
 
Cllr Lower 
 

147.5 Cllr Wood – reported an email from a resident of Beaumont Chase on the 
Bellway development complaining that they had not had their blue bin collected 
for a second time, which he would forward to Cllr Lower. This had been 
registered as a non collection.  
 

 
 
Cllr Lower 
 

147.6 Cllr Thompson –  
 Bellway had been asked to cut the hedges on Dinnington Green when 

they did the allotments. 

 The fence at the bottom of the recreation field needed repairing – this 
had been sent to Cllr Lower. 

 Proliferation of signs outside Brunswick Industrial Estate – this was 
being looked at by the enforcement officer.  

 

 
 
 
 
Cllr Lower 

148. Litter Pick 
Members supported the idea of a springtime litter pick which would tie in with 
the springtime schedule for Northumbria in Bloom. Cllr Lower advised that 
equipment could be loaned from Kingston Park and Fawden and the City 
Council would take away the rubbish collected. However, it would be up to the 
Parish Council to organise the event and to ensure that there were sufficient 
adults involved who could supervise children. As discussed previously, it was 
felt that the Leaders of local groups such as the Cubs and Beavers should be 
approached to encourage involvement. 
Agreed that this be considered further at the March meeting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
K. Hadfield 
 

149. Correspondence 
None had been received. 
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150. Planning Applications 

(a) 2017/1478/06/DCC Submission of details of a construction method 
statement to comply with condition 11 of planning decision 2017/1478/01/DET 
dated 01/12/2017 – Dinnington First School  
(b) 2017/1478/04/DCC Submission of bird hazard management strategy, as 
amended by details received 06.02.18 to comply with condition 19 of planning 
decision 2017/1478/01/DET dated 1/12/2017 - Dinnington First School 
Agreed no observations to make. 
 

 
 
 

151. Neighbourhood Plan 
Cllr Wood reported that there were 129 completed questionnaires on the on-line 
Survey Monkey website which was a good response, and the Group were now 
starting to analyse the results. 
 

 

152. Updates  
152.1 Keepmoat Homes – Cllr Wood reported that 52 homes had been sold, 11 were 

reserved and a further 7 had exchanged contracts. 
 

 
 

152.2 Persimmon Homes – Cllr Wood reported that the topsoil strip had been 
completed on site and Persimmon were currently progressing the formal access 
to the site, the site access road through the site to the compound, drainage 
works and house plot works. It was noted that the homes should be priced on 
the Persimmon website by the beginning of March.  
Cllr Wood advised that the traffic lights on Front Street were not associated with 
the development - BT Openreach were installing a new duct to a box in the 
footpath. 
 

 

152.3 Bellway Development – Cllr Wood reported that about 37 houses had been 
built and about 24 houses were now occupied.  
 
Bellway had moved some storage onto the field next door at the NW corner of 
their site to give them some more room, and about 700 tonnes of surplus topsoil 
had been moved offsite during the past month. 
 
Mitford Way repairs – Bellway’s electrical subcontractor Energetics had failed 
to carry out the repairs to the agreed programme. NCC had re-issued them with 
another order to carry out the repairs and were pursuing them to have them 
carried out. 
 
Cutting hedge adjacent allotments:- This work was expected to be carried out 
imminently 
 
Missing Public seat:- Bellway were considering whether to pick a site for re-
location in or around their development, or to make a donation for a 
replacement seat to be sited elsewhere in the village. 
 

 
 

152.4 Dinnington First School - Kier Construction 
Cllr Wood reported that Kier had not actually commenced work until 12 Feb 
2018 at the beginning of the school holidays. They had begun work on the 
excavation and installation of the site access road from adjacent the back of the 
Recreation Ground car park to their site, with associated fence lines forming 
school staff parking and the site compound. They were leaving access to the 
recreation ground for dog walkers, grass cutting machines, etc.  
 
Temporary power supplies would be installed to their site accommodation area, 
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and site CCTV security cameras would be installed. 
 
Hoarding lines will be installed to the new temporary access road. 
 
There had been an initial problem with lorries parking partly on footpaths on 
Cochrane Terrace and not arriving and exiting the site from the south in 
accordance with planning conditions. After speaking to site management, this 
had been promptly dealt with. 
 

152.5 Village Hall  
Nothing to report.   
 

 

152.6 Newsletter  
Nothing to report. 
 

 
 

152.7 Library 
Cllr Wood reported that it was hoped to make another visit to the school with 
books next Tuesday. 
 

 
 
 

152.8 Northumbria in Bloom/Adopt a Planter 
Cllr Wood suggested that £100 be allocated for planting up the large circular 
flower bed behind the bus stop on the village green. This was seconded by Cllr 
Dellow. If additional funds were required, Cllr Dellow would bring this back to 
the Parish Council for approval.  
Agreed that £100 be allocated.  
 

 
 

152.9 Allotments 
Cllr Porter reported that the hedge cutting was imminent. She had provided the 
Allotments Chair with a copy of the tenancy agreement and it was hoped to get 
a set of accounts soon. She had suggested that the Association had one 
meeting a year.  
In response to a suggestion from Cllr Wood, Cllr Porter agreed to raise the 
possibility of the Allotment Association entering into the Northumbria in Bloom 
competition in its own right.  
 

 
 

152.10 Website 
This was up to date. 
 

 
 

152.11 Dinnington Surgery 
Cllr Wood raised the ongoing situation of access to appointments (particularly 
with a named doctor), poor service and pharmacy services in the village and 
asked Cllr Lower if there was anything the Parish Council could do to raise this 
as an issue so the situation could be improved. Cllr Lower agreed to investigate 
whether this was a topic which the Health Scrutiny Committee could look at.  

 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Lower 
 

153. Reports 
Nothing to report.  
 

 
 
 

154. Financial Matters   

154.1 Members approved and authorised the signing of cheques in payment of 
invoices received and presented at the meeting:- 
 
K. Hadfield Salary Jan 2018                                                          191.50 101077 
K. Hadfield expenses Dec – Feb                                                     53.76 101078 
M. Wood Refund                                                                              35.00 101079 
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T.P. Jones payroll services                                                              57.60 101080 
The Clerk reported that a budget monitoring report would be reported to the 
next meeting. 
 

 
 
K. Hadfield 
 

155. Items for next agenda  
Cllr Phelps suggested that it would be appropriate to mark the unveiling of the 
commemorative plaque at Sheraton Park with some kind of event in the village, 
and consideration was given to what form this could take, the best time to hold 
it and potential invitees. It was noted that holding it on Remembrance Sunday 
might not be possible due to a number of other events.  
Agreed to include this as an item on the agenda for the next meeting  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
K. Hadfield 

156. Date of Next Meeting 
Wednesday 21 March 2018 at 7.00 pm.  
 

 

157. Conclusion of Meeting  
The meeting closed at 8.25 pm  

 

 
 
 

CHAIR…………………………………….. 
 

DATE……………………………………… 
 
 
 


