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Minutes of a meeting of Dinnington Parish Council held on Wednesday 18 April 2018 at 7.00 pm in 
Dinnington Memorial Institute 

 
Members Present: Cllrs R. Thompson (Chairman in the Chair), A. Dellow, S. Hood, S. Phelps, J. Porter, 
M. Wood.  
 
In Attendance: Cllr I. Graham (Newcastle City Council), Cllr A. Lower (Newcastle City Council) 
 
One member of the public was present 
 
 
Minute 

No. 
Agenda Item Action 

required 

175. Apologies for Absence  
Apologies were received from Cllrs Hitchenes and Oliver. 
 

 
 

176. Declarations of Interest 
Members were reminded of the need to declare interests at relevant items.  
 

 

177. Police Issues 
PCSOs Deborah Mahlier (4460) and Sean Cowan (6605) were present. Ten 
incidents had been reported, two of which were crimes. Things were generally 
very quiet. Speedwatch had been out again recently but there had been no 
incidents. It was suggested that they attend from around 6pm onwards. This 
would be put forward but it was noted that Speedwatch attendance was 
dependent on volunteer time.  
 

 
 

178. Open Forum 
There were no public questions. 
 

 

179. Community Infrastructure Levy 
Matthew Storey, Planning Obligations Officer, Newcastle City Council attended 
for this item. Points raised during the discussion included:- 

 Dinnington South (Persimmon Homes) was included in the list of viable 
areas for CIL. 

 A Regulation 123 list of strategic infrastructure priorities within the city 
area determined where CIL funding would be spent. Priorities were 
determined by the CIL Board at the City Council. 

 S106 approvals had also generated obligations which could be shared 
with the Parish Council.  

 The Parish Council received 15% of the funding received from 
developers, which rose to 25% when a Neighbourhood Plan was in 
place. Funding was received in stages by the Parish Council.  

 
Members commented as follows:- 

 If funds were being created by development within the village, then 
members felt strongly that they should have an input into where that 
funding was then being spent, and should have been consulted when 
the list of priorities was being compiled. 
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 The priorities contained within the Regulation 123 list were very city 
centre oriented and would not address the problems being faced by the 
local community including transport links, a GP surgery and a pharmacy.  

 The size of the village was to be increased significantly and a new first 
school was being built which would double its size but no action was 
being taken to address the issues which would come with them. 

 Some S106 monies were available but needed to match up to the needs 
of the community. The Parish Council had not been consulted proper ly 
during the planning process which had accrued this funding and the GP 
surgery had turned down the offer of funding in the mistaken impression 
that it came with conditions attached. Consequently the village had lost 
out significantly.  

 
Agreed that:- 
(a) Councillor Lower discuss the CIL Infrastructure (Regulation 123) list further 
with the relevant officer at NCC; and 
(b) The S106 obligations information be shared with the Parish Council.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Lower 
 
 
 

180. Minutes of previous meeting 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 21 
March 2018 be agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 
 

 
 
K. Hadfield 
 

181. Matters Arising 
163 (147.3) – Cllr Wood advised that poor weather and the Easter break had 
delayed the litter clearance by Bellway but they were hoping to organise it the 
end of this week or next. 
164.1 – Cllr Wood advised that the litter at the Persimmon site was no longer an 
issue as the car park had been removed and the area tidied up as part of the 
ongoing site works. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

182. Members’ Items of Concern  

182.1 Cllr Hood – the hedge at 17 Sycamore Avenue needed cutting badly, plus 
another hedge opposite, also needed cutting. These were YHN properties.  
   

Cllr Lower 
 

182.2 Cllr Porter – a resident had enquired about pothole repairs. It was noted that 
some repairs had been done at the weekend though the road resurfacing work 
was not expected now until May/June.  
 

 
 
 

183. Correspondence 
The Clerk reported an email from Northumbria Ramblers seeking support for 
the allocation of S106 monies from Bellway to include the upgrade of the 
footpath from the recreation ground to the metal bridge (adjacent the pumping 
station) over the Hartley Burn, the repair and improvement to the fenceline 
alongside the Recreation Ground, and upgrading the metal bridge for disabled 
access. 
Members agreed that if funding was available for the footpath network, it should 
be used to complete these missing links and correct the situation from a legal 
point of view.  
Agreed that the Parish Council support this proposal.        
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
K. Hadfield 

184. Planning Applications 
2018/0335/01/LDC 2 Carr Gate Cottages - Members were advised that 
demolition works undertaken so far had not required planning permission. An 
application for planned works at the rear of the property was expected.  
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185. Neighbourhood Plan 
Cllr Wood reported that the group was currently summing up the various points 
raised by the community in the recent questionnaire, with the intention of 
adapting the draft wording as necessary to take account of their responses.  
 

 

186. Updates  
186.1 Keepmoat Homes – Cllr Wood reported that 61 homes had been sold, 8 were 

reserved and a further 6 had exchanged contracts. This meant that 75 plots had 
been finalised out of a total of 133. 
  
Tarmac had been placed either side of the pedestrian footpath link where it 
crossed the existing track. 
  
Keepmoat had confirmed a small amount of litter picking had been carried out 
to remove the rubbish blown off the site, however the bad weather had stopped 
them from completing this fully. They would hopefully get onto this again later 
that week, now that the weather was improving. 
 

 
 

186.2 Persimmon Homes – Cllr Wood reported that the new main site access had 
now been completed, the sales office was open and plots had been released for 
sale. 
  
Several house foundations on site had been dug, including the show homes 
which were progressing, and they hoped to have them open in the near future. 
  
Persimmon currently had works underway to the front of the site to take the 
mains water connection. This would be ongoing that week as they had water 
mains being adapted and brought into the site by 23rd April. 
  
The gas connection works would also be underway that week and would 
require traffic lights to the front of the site from 18 th April – 24th April. After this 
there would be some works on/around the main road to enable the gas 
connection to be finalised by the second week of May. 
  
Persimmon expected that plots would start to be occupied on site towards the 
end of the year. 
 

 

186.3 Bellway Development – Cllr Wood reported that 50 houses out of a total of 71 
had now been built, and to date, 27 were occupied. 
  
A meeting had been held on site with Mark McKelvey, Bellway Land Director to 
discuss the ongoing maintenance of the Allotments hedge and the hedge up the 
Lonnen, behind Dinnington Green estate. He had agreed to search out the land 
ownership drawings of both sites and forward them to the PC, together with a 
proposal for their ongoing maintenance. 
  
Missing Public seat:- Mark McKelvey had confirmed that Bellway would fix the 
replacement seat on the footpath behind the "Raj" 
  
Mitford Way repairs - NCC were still awaiting a date from Energetics as to 
when they would carry out the remedial works. 
 

 
 

186.4 Dinnington First School - Kier Construction – Kier had completed the 
construction of the access road from adjacent the back of the Recreation 
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Ground car park up to their site, including the temporary school staff car park, 
their site offices and site set up. 
  
They had cleared the topsoil from the new site and constructed the foundations 
for the structural steel frame, which they hoped to start erecting next week, 
followed by the roof over the next few weeks. 
  
Main Road Resurfacing 
NCC had advised that the resurfacing of Main Road from approximately “The 
Raj” to the temporary construction site entrance at the Keepmoat site, should 
commence within the next two months. 
 

186.5 Village Hall  
 No issues to report.  
 

 

186.6 Newsletter  
The newsletter was almost complete and should be ready to go to the printers 
very soon.  

 
K. Hadfield 

186.7 Library 
No issues to report.  

 
 
 

186.8 Northumbria in Bloom/Adopt a Planter 
The initial walk around would take place on 27 April, with final judging on 16 
July 2018.  
 

 
 

186.9 Allotments 
The Chair had asked about getting some rubbish cleared from the entrance to 
the allotments.  
 

 
 

186.10 Website 
This was up to date. 
 

 
 

186.11 Dinnington Surgery 
Cllr Lower reported that a GP had wanted to establish a surgery in Great Park 
but this had been turned down. She had advised him about the ongoing 
situation in Dinnington and he was to take this forward with the Health Authority.  
 

 
 
 

186.12 Commemorative Plaque Event 
Cllr Phelps had had another meeting with Sharon Freed to discuss the logistics 
of the event. There was a possibility of funding from different sectors of 
YHN/Leazes Homes towards the refreshments which would be more cost 
effective. The Northumberland Fusiliers had confirmed they were happy to 
attend with banners. 
 

 

187. Reports 
The Chair reported back on a Banks Mining meeting. Funding awards had been 
made to St Mary’s Church and St Mary’s Village Hall in Stannington.  
 

 
 
 

188. Financial Matters   
188.1 Members approved and authorised the signing of cheques in payment of 

invoices received and presented at the meeting:- 
 
K. Hadfield Salary Mar 2018                                                          191.70 101085 
T.P. Jones Payroll Services                                                             57.60 101086 

 
 
 
 
K. Hadfield 
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M. Wood Refund                                                                              35.00 200001 
 

188.2 The unaudited statement of accounts and bank reconciliation for the year ended 
2017-18 were presented. These would be submitted to the internal auditor 
shortly and presented to the next meeting for approval.  
The Clerk advised that the arrangements for audit had changed in that 
authorities with a gross income and expenditure of less than £25,000 pa could 
seek exemption from review as long as certain criteria were met. As Dinnington 
fitted into this category and was not excluded by the qualifying criteria, she 
intended to seek this exemption, assuming the Parish Council approved this at 
the next meeting.  
Members thanked the Clerk for the work done on the accounts. It was agreed 
that the unaudited accounts, bank reconciliation and financial position be noted.  
 

 
 
 

189. Items for next agenda  
 

 
 

190. Date of Next Meeting 
Wednesday 16 May 2018 at 7.00 pm (Annual Meeting).  
 

 

191. Conclusion of Meeting  
The meeting closed at 8.33 pm. 

 

 
 
 

CHAIR…………………………………….. 
 

DATE……………………………………… 
 
  
 
  
 


