
 

Draft Minutes subject to approval 
  1 
 
 

  
 

Minutes of the meeting of Dinnington Parish Council held on Wednesday 20 June 2018 at 7.00 pm in 
Dinnington Memorial Institute 

 
Members Present: Cllrs R. Thompson (Chairman in the Chair), A. Dellow, P. Hitchenes, S. Hood, S. 
Phelps, J. Porter, M. Wood.  
 
In Attendance: Cllr A. King (Newcastle City Council), Cllr P. Lower (Newcastle City Council) 
 
One member of the public was present 
 
 
Minute 

No. 
Agenda Item Action 

required 

21. Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from Cllrs Oliver and Lower (NCC).  
   

 
 

22. Declarations of Interest 
Members were reminded of the need to declare interests at relevant items.  
 

 

23. Police Report 
The Clerk read to members a report from the Police which detailed incidents 
since the last meeting. These included theft of lead from the building sites, a 
broken window, a public order incident and speeding lorries presumably from 
the building sites. A speedwatch was to be conducted. 

 
 
 
 
 
  

24. Open Forum 
There were no public questions. 
 

 

25. Minutes of previous meeting 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the annual meeting of the Parish Council held 
on 16 May 2018 be agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 
 

 
 
K. Hadfield 
 

26. Matters Arising 

 11.1 – the dropped flagstone had now been repaired. The wood stored 
behind the old school remained an issue though it was noted that this 
had been reported to NCC Planning to deal with.  

 There had been a request that the replacement seat should be located 
in its original site near the White Swan. However, this was not possible 
because houses had been built on it.   

 

 
 

27. Main Road Resurfacing 
Cllr Wood gave members an update on the position. The current activity was 
the start of drainage works and the delay had been caused by the need for 
specialist drainage units to be delivered. These would take around 2-3 weeks, 
the resurfacing work would start immediately afterwards. The requested 
dropped kerbs adjacent to the Keepmoat entrance would be picked up at the 
same time and they would investigate the road gulley outside the church gate 
also. Regarding the street lights issue, Keepmoat were to improve the light 
fittings in that part of the village, and a light was particularly needed at the bus 
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stop. Cllr Lower would follow this up. 
 

Cllr Lower 

28. Appointments to Outside Bodies  
(a) NALC (TBC) 
(b) Dinnington First School Governing Body (Paul Hitchenes) 
(c ) Village Hall Management Committee (up to 4) (S. Hood, J. Porter,  
M. Wood, one vacancy to remain). 
 

 

29. Members’ Items of Concern  

29.1 Cllr Dellow –  
 suggested that a letter of thanks be sent to Tracy Hagan and Ceri 

Pawlett for their efforts with the flower planters and beds in the village. 
This was very much appreciated by all.  

 A resident on the Bellway estate had requested a brown bin and been 
told by NCC that they were not being given out and to put their garden 
waste in the regular rubbish. This was unfair to those paying the garden 
waste charge. Cllr Lower to follow up.  

 There was a need for a litter bin at the bus stop. It was noted that the 
PC had heard nothing further about the planned reassessment of the 
litter bins as promised by Paul Cooper. 

 The village seats needed repainting. It was suggested that the PC could 
possibly do this itself and pay for materials as part of the NiB entry. Cllr 
Wood to investigate. 
 

 
 
K. Hadfield 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Lower 
 
 
Cllr Lower 
 
 
Cllr Wood 
 

29.2 Cllr Hood – 

 the litter problem was worse than ever. Recent visitors had commented 
on how untidy things looked. Cllr Lower agreed to raise with NCC and 
to see whether the grass could be cut the week before NiB judging. It 
was agreed that the Clerk would also write to the Chief Executive 
expressing the PC’s concerns about the amount of litter and the effect 
that fewer litter bins was having.  

 The trees on the school footpath needed cutting. This would be raised 
with the school/NCC. 

It was noted that there had been a number of residents complaining that Kevin, 
the NCC van driver, was no longer covering the village and this was having a 
detrimental effect. They would like to see his return or if not, a similar dedicated 
person covering the village again in the future.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Lower/K. 
Hadfield 
 
 Cllr Lower 

29.3 Cllr Phelps – the Newcastle Airport masterplan event had been very poorly 
publicised and the lack of transparency was concerning. There had been no 
letter drop as expected. It was noted that there was a drop in event and a 
public meeting but it was feared that not many people would know about it, and 
it affected the wider area than Dinnington.  It was agreed that this should be an 
agenda item for the next meeting so a formal response could be made.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
K. Hadfield 

29.4 Cllr Hitchenes – reiterated the earlier points about the amount of litter, and in 
particular, the amount of dog waste bags just being left everywhere.  
 

 
Cllr Lower 

29.5 Cllr Wood – Kier were to take over the lease for the sports pavilion to use for 
offices and the football club had been told by NCC they could use the field but 
not the changing facilities. There were no other alternative facilities for them to 
use and this was of concern. The Chair reported that Cllr Anita Lower was to try 
and secure a portacabin from NCC for them to use until Kier were finished and 
then use of the pavilion would be returned.   

 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Lower 
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29.6 Cllr Porter – a resident had raised the issue of parking outside the school and a 
Bells Coach parked right outside of his driveway. He had been abused by 
parents when this had been raised with them. Cllr Anita Lower was monitoring 
the position. 
 

 

29.7 The Chair reported a complaint from Curlew Cottage regarding fly tipping which 
had been reported to Envirocall with no result. Also door and window frames 
had been dumped in the layby on the Horton Grange Road. Cllr Lower to follow 
up.   
 

 
 
Cllr Lower 

30. Correspondence 
There were no matters to report.  
 

 
 

31. Planning Applications 
(1) 2018/0615/DET/Substitution of house types for plots 27, 28, 29, 179 and 

180 and erection of 4 additional dwellings/ land south of Front Street, West 
of Dinnington Village, Dinnington. 

It was noted that this was a substitution of some smaller houses for larger  
ones on the same size plot. No comments 
 
(2) 2016/1701/01/DET Change of use and extension of former school building 

(Class D2) to form 2 bed detached dwelling (Class C3), alterations to 
vehicle access onto Main Road, alterations to elevations and associated 
landscaping and boundary treatment as amended by plans received 
22.12.2017 and 20.03.2018 / Former Dinnington Youth Project, Main Road, 
Dinnington, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE13 7JW 
2016/1702/01/LBC Internal and external alterations to facilitate conversion 
and extension of former school building to residential dwelling including 
new openings, alterations to elevations, alterations to boundary treatment 
and alterations to access onto Main Road as amended by plans received 
20.11.2017, 13.12.2017, 22.12.2017 and 20.03.2018  

It was noted that the original designs had not radically changed. The issues 
which had been of concern had been amended. No comments 
 
 

 
 
 

32. Litter Pick Arrangements 
It was proposed to do the litter pick on Saturday/Sunday 14-15 July, before 
judging on 16 July. Volunteers would be contacted nearer the time regarding 
the arrangements and to see which date was best for them. 
   

 
 
 
K. Hadfield 

33. Neighbourhood Plan 
Cllr Wood reported that they were still working on the various points raised by 
the community in the recent questionnaire with the intention of adapting the 
draft wording as necessary to take account of their responses. 
  
All of the organisations where further funding / grants could be sought from to 
progress the plan further with the consultant had now been exhausted, and a 
discussion was needed about how the plan could be funded going forward. 
Around £1000 was needed to get the Consultant to do a reality check on the 
current position. If a decision was made to proceed afterwards to finalise the 
plan with the benefit of his advice, another £3000 to £4000 could be needed. In 
light of the benefits and protection which could be secured by having a 
neighbourhood plan in place, including CIL funding and influence in 
developments, he felt that it would be appropriate to have the consultant do the 
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assessment. It was moved and seconded that £1,000 of PC funding be 
allocated to this work. Agreed.  
 

34. Updates  
34.1 Keepmoat Homes – 65 houses had now been sold. 

  
Keepmoat had escalated the issue of poor broadband speeds within BT 
Openreach and a meeting was held with residents on Tuesday 22nd May in the 
MI, which had been attended by representatives from Keepmoat and YHN, and 
Donna Leeding, General Manager – Client Management, Infrastructure 
Solutions at BT Openreach. 
At the meeting, after the background to the issue was explained by Keepmoat 
and residents complained about the lack of acceptable broadband, BT 
Openreach offered to update the existing cabinet outside the estate to fibre and 
advised a likely speed of 40 Mbs. Openreach advised that this could take up to 
12 months to carry this out, but in the circumstances said they would improve 
on this. 
  
It was now a month since the meeting with Donna Leeding from BT. Keepmoat 
had placed the order for the existing BT cabinet to be upgraded to fibre, as 
discussed at the meeting, which would secure the improved broadband speeds. 
However, BT had still not given Keepmoat a programme as to when the works 
would be carried out. Ian Prescott, Keepmoat Director had been chasing Donna 
on a regular basis but she had not been returning his calls. Keepmoat were 
extremely frustrated with the situation and disappointed that BT did not appear 
to have made any tangible progress but were continuing to chase Openreach. 
They would keep the PC updated. 
 
He queried whether the City Cllrs could put any pressure on to get fibre 
broadband put in as once the road was done, it could not be touched for three 
years. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Lower 
 

34.2 Persimmon Homes – Cllr Wood reported that the works progressing over the 
next month were all on the development site, where they were continuing the 
house plot works, drainage and roads. 
  
They would be commencing Phase B of the development w/c 25th June. This 
would require piling works in this location before pulling plot foundations and 
would take approximately 6 weeks.  
  
Latest Planning application – as reported, Persimmon's larger units were not 
selling as well, so they had substituted some for smaller 2/3 bedroom terraced 
ones which they are getting more enquiries about. 
 

 

34.3 Bellway Development – Cllr Wood reported that 62 houses out of a total of 71 
had been built, and to date 30 were occupied. 
  
Missing Public seat: - Bellway were just waiting for security bolt down brackets 
to be delivered and then they would fix the replacement seat on the footpath 
behind the "Raj"  
  
Mitford Way repairs - NCC were still awaiting a firm date from Energetics as to 
when they would carry out the remedial works.  
  

 
 

34.4 Dinnington First School - Kier Construction –  the roof was now almost  
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complete and the concrete ground floor slab had been placed. The structural 
steel frame walls and windows would be commencing over the next month, 
together with brickwork and mechanical & electrical work. The works were 
proceeding well.  
 

34.5 Village Hall  
Cllr Porter reported that estimates were awaited. An application would be made 
to Banks for funding.  
 

 

34.6 Newsletter  
Nothing to report   
 

 
 

34.7 Library 
Going ok at the moment. 

 
 
 

34.8 Northumbria in Bloom/Adopt a Planter 
The final judging would take place on Monday 16 July.  
 

 
 

34.9 Allotments 
The signature change on the account had still not yet been sorted but they were 
aware of it. The area was generally tidier now following a letter to allotment 
holders from the Chair. The new lawnmower had made a big difference.  
 

 
 

34.10 Website 
This was up to date. 
 

 
 

34.11 Dinnington Surgery 
The Clerk reported that a follow up letter had been sent to the Director of Public 
Health as requested at the last meeting. No response had been received. Cllr 
Lower agreed to follow this up. 
 

 
 
 
Cllr Lower 
 

34.12 Commemorative Plaque Event 
The plinth and plaque were sorted and Sharon had provided three names at 
Keepmoat and Leazes Homes to seek funding, and a letter to Tesco for the 
same. A progress meeting was being set up for 10 July with Cllr Anita Lower, 
Sharon and Cllr Porter. The Police had been contacted to discuss traffic 
management but had not yet responded.   
 

 

35. Reports 
Banks - The Chair reported that the opencast would finish in April 2019, with 
restoration for two years. £12,700 was left in the fund.  
 

 
 
 

36. Financial Matters   
36.1 Members approved and authorised the signing of cheques in payment of 

invoices received and presented at the meeting:- 
 
K. Hadfield Salary May 2018   (200007)                                   212.02 
HMRC                                      (200008)                                   148.80      
NALC                                       (200009)                                   270.86  
A. Graham                               (200010)                                     17.50 
T. Hagan                                  (200011)                                     30.00  
I. Cant                                      (200012)                                     23.95  
T. Laidler                                  (200013)                                     15.99 
     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
K. Hadfield 
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37. Items for next agenda  

 Newcastle Airport Masterplan  

  

 
K. Hadfield 

38. Date of Next Meeting 
Wednesday 18 July 2018 at 7.00 pm. 
 

 

39. Conclusion of Meeting  
The meeting closed at 8.40pm. 

 

 
 
 

CHAIR…………………………………….. 
 

DATE……………………………………… 
 
  
 
 


