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Minutes of the meeting of Dinnington Parish Council held on Wednesday 21 November 2018 at 7.00 pm in 
Dinnington Memorial Institute 

 
Members Present: Cllrs R. Thompson (Chairman in the Chair), A. Dellow, P. Hitchenes, S. Hood, K. 
Oliver, S. Phelps, J. Porter, M. Wood.  
Councillor P. Lower (Newcastle City Council) 
 
4 members of the public were present 
 

Minute 
No. 

Agenda Item Action 
required 

96. Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from City Cllrs A. Lower and A King. 
 

 
 

97. Declarations of Interest 
Members were reminded of the need to declare interests at relevant items.  
 

 

98. Open Forum 
There were no questions from the public. 
 

 

99. Presentation from Banks Group Regarding Housing 
Proposal South of Dinnington Parish 
Jeannie Kielty, Community Relations Manager and Jill Lomax, Development 
Planner were present from Banks Group. Members received a presentation on 
this proposed development site of Kingston Village, which lay to the north of 
Kingston Park and west of Brunton Lane. It was not within the Parish but 
adjacent to it. The main points of the presentation were:- 
 

 580 homes allocated by 2030 within the core strategy as part of the 
green belt release. 

 site area of 49 hectares. 
 Up to 1,000 family homes with a mix of property sizes and types. 
 Creation of a village centre and green. 
 New footpaths and cycle ways. 
 Potential for ecological enhancements. 
 New Primary School. 
 Contributions to highway improvements, public transport, secondary 

schools and affordable housing. 
 An exhibition was planned for the following week which would detail the 

key accesses to the existing road network, though the detailed road 
infrastructure was still to be determined. This would be informed by a 
major exercise to gather data on traffic movements. An assessment 
would also be made of impact and mitigation measures, and bus and 
cycle routes would also be examined. 

 Airport developments would come on stream during the lifetime of the 
development.  

 
In response to a number of member queries, the following responses were 
given:- 

 Banks would develop the masterplan for the whole site, putting in the 
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infrastructure and landscaped areas, and sell it off in parts to 
developers. They were likely to retain some influence over the site given 
its size. 

 Where there was a need, the Clinical Commissioning Group would 
commission whatever medical facilities were required. In light of the 
experience in Dinnington, Banks could look at that aspect to see 
whether they could have any influence over it so that Dinnington was 
not adversely affected. 

  The development of educational facilities was a matter for the City 
Council. 

There was some concern from members that Dinnington would be adversely 
affected by traffic movements if this was not carefully planned and managed, 
and that there had not been enough co-ordination between the core strategy 
and all of the various new developments, with the associated services and 
infrastructure required for them. 
 
Members thanked Jeannie and Jill for attending the meeting.  
 

100. Minutes of previous meeting 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 17 
October 2018 be agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 
 

 
 
K. Hadfield 
 

101. Matters Arising 

 Minute No.79 (Police Report) – the Chair reported that the highways 
engineers had found no problems on March Terrace and there were 
currently only three cars parked there, so the problems must only be at 
certain times of the day. Cllr Wood reported that around 5-6 cars were 
parking at lunchtime/early afternoon and he could only assume that they 
were connected to the amount of building work which was being done in 
that area. There appeared to be no real issue but Cllr Lower had been 
asked to forward the latest letter of concern, including photographs, to 
Bryan Mullen at NCC.  

 Minute No.83 (Matters Arising – allotments sign) – this had now been 
fixed in position. 

 Cllr Lower reported that he had raised the various actions identified to 
him at the last meeting with NCC. However, resources were very tight 
and he had been advised that no action would be taken regarding the 
trees (though YHN might), or fallen leaves. He had taken some 
photographs of the problem areas and would keep trying to get some 
action done.  

 

 
 
 

102. Road Sweeping/Blocked Gullies in Dinnington.  
The Chair reported that action had now been taken, with 34 gullies swept, and a 
roadsweeper had now been signed off. The road signs at Hazelrigg junction 
had not yet been replaced so he would report that again. He had written to 
Catherine McKinnell MP regarding his numerous concerns, which she had 
raised with the Assistant Director of Highways at NCC. The issues had also 
been passed on to the relevant service areas by Sue Wannop, Communities 
Officer. 
 

 
 
 
 

103. Northumbria in Bloom Entry 2019 
Cllr Wood reported that there had been a successful presentation of awards 
and thank you event held on Monday evening.  
Regarding next year’s entry, the consensus of opinion seemed to be that a year 
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off would allow the chance to recruit more volunteers and enable the large 
flower beds to be improved so the village could be in a much better position by 
2020. In addition, the school would be unable to enter next year due to the 
building works. 
  
He proposed that a best garden competition be held next year in the meantime 
to keep up interest in the village. This was seconded by Cllr Dellow and 
supported by members.  
 
Agreed that no NiB entry be made in 2019, but an entry made the year after, 
and a “best garden” competition be held in 2019.  
 

104. Proposal for Tree Trunk 
A suggestion had been made by a resident about making a feature out o f the 
storm damaged tree in the field near the flats. However, it had been established 
that the tree was rotten and needed to be properly cut down. Cllr Lower would 
raise this with the appropriate department at NCC. 
  

 
 
 
 
Cllr Lower 

105. Newcastle City Council’s Draft Trees, Landscaping And Development SPD 
Scoping Report Public Consultation 
It was felt that this should be supported if it would result in a register of features 
to monitor and maintain by the City Council.  
  

 
 
 
K. Hadfield 

106. Members’ Items of Concern  
106.1 Cllr Hood – the front of Cochrane Terrace was flooded again and the levels 

were not right. The amount of leaves on the path outside the school was 
causing a hazard, and the “D” outside Ash Avenue still had not been swept.  
Cllr Lower would raise these issues with NCC. 
 

 
 
 
Cllr Lower 
 

106.2 Cllr Dellow – the paths on Mitford Way needed attention. 
 

Cllr Lower 

106.3 Cllr Porter – a letter of thanks should be sent to Jimmy Murray for finally getting 
the litterbin moved. 

 
K. Hadfield 
 

106.4 Cllr Phelps – the railings at the school car park needed looking at as a child 
had been injured recently whilst squeezing past. Cllr Lower would raise this 
with the footpath officer.  

 
 
Cllr Lower  
 

106.5 Cllr Hitchenes –  

 Leaves on the paths 

 State of the path between The Paddock and West Acres – the surface 
was very uneven and broken in places, and the leaves were making the 
situation worse. 

 The road between his own house and Mark Edwards’ on East Acres 
had subsided quite badly. This had been reported to Cllr A. Lower 
previously. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Lower 
 

106.6 Cllr Wood – there was broken glass on the footpath next to East View flats, 
which required cleaning up. 

Cllr Lower 
 

106.7 Cllr Thompson –  

 A garden on Cochrane Terrace was extremely untidy with mattresses 
and furniture piled up. However, this was a private house, not a council 
house. 

 He had heard that there were plans to close Brunswick HWRC. Cllr 
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Lower advised that there were no imminent plans for closure. There 
was a petition ongoing which would get presented to the City Council if 
it reached 2,500 signatures. He would be monitoring the situation, but 
he did not feel it would close. There had been some changes made to 
the operating arrangements. Members strongly opposed any suggestion 
of closure given that this was the only site in the area and it was agreed 
that Cllr Lower be asked to monitor the situation and the Parish 
Council’s strong objection be raised if closure became an option.  

 
107. Correspondence 

A letter of thanks had been received from Community Action Northumberland 
for the Parish Council’s donation. 
 

 
 

108. Planning Applications 
 
(1) 2018/1402/01/DET Erection of single storey garage and porch extension to 
front and single storey extension to rear/ 23 East Acres, Dinnington, Newcastle 
upon Tyne, NE13 7N – No objections  

 
(2) 2017/0666/01/OUT Outline Planning Application (Amended Proposal): (all 
matters reserved): Development of 66.55ha of land comprising up to 1,200 
residential dwellings (Class C3), education provision for both primary and 
secondary aged children (Class D1), changing pavilion, car parking, playing 
fields with fencing, strategic routes, public open space and associated 
infrastructure (amended plans received on 5 November 2018) (as amended 
and or supplemented by details received on 20 September 2017, 21 September 
2017, 3 November 2017, 22 November 2017, 5 November 2018), ecological 
enhancements and habitat creation (as per Updated Biodiversity Mitigation 
and Management Plan received on 5 November 2018), including 
Addendum to EIA - Ecology and Landscape and Visual Impact Chapters 
(received on 5 November 2018)./ Environmental Statement (received 9 May 
2017) for Newcastle Great Park, Cell A and Cell B1, by Newcastle Great Park 
Consortium EIA - (Addendums received 22 November 2017, 1 August 2018) 
Further Environmental Statement Addendum (received 5 November 2018), 
Chapter 6 (Ecology), Chapter 8 (Landscape and Visual Impact)/ Cell A And B1, 
Newcastle Great Park, Brunton Lane, Newcastle upon Tyne. 
 
Members expressed concern about the effect of the increased traffic on 
Dinnington, and that there needed to be some strategic overview of the 
cumulative effects of the various housing developments in the area, of which 
Dinnington was at the centre. It was noted that the City Council were the lead 
planning authority and were consulting with neighbouring authorities.  
Agreed that:- 
 
(a) the Clerk write to the Head of Planning at the City Council seeking 
assurances about the level of strategic oversight of the numerous large scale 
housing developments in the area; and  
 
(b) the following response to the planning application be made:- 
 
The Parish Council have concerns about the effects the increase in traffic 
coming into the area from the increasing number of houses will have. 
There are also concerns to ensure that the additional new housing in 
Dinnington has been taken into account, particularly with regard to the 
additional children going to the new schools. The Parish Council would 
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ask the City Council to ensure that this is included in the calculations of 
pupil numbers / travel journeys for the proposed schools. 

 
(3) 2018/1411/01/DET Erection of a porch to front, a two storey extension and a 
single storey extension to rear following demolition of out houses/ 10 March 
Terrace, Dinnington, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE13 7AF – No objections 
 

 
 
 
 
 
K. Hadfield 

109. Neighbourhood Plan 
Cllr Wood reported that a meeting of the NP Sub-group had been held last 
Friday and they would now like to instruct the consultant to prepare the draft 
plan. He would send out a formal quote in due course, but it should be within 
£3000, of which the PC has already sanctioned £2000. He therefore sought 
permission to commit to the additional £1000. This was agreed. 
 

 

110. Updates  
110.1 Keepmoat Homes – 

Cllr Wood reported as follows:- 
 
Sales activity : 
Completions to date                      86 
Contracts exchanged                    14 
Reservations                                 10 
  
The scheme was currently expected to be finished next Autumn. 
  
BT Fibre Broadband: There has been a problem with the recently installed 
equipment by BT in the new cabinet. This had hopefully been resolved, but 
residents reported that their broadband suppliers were now taking orders for 
fibre broadband and were sending out routers etc. in readiness to get their 
systems up and running. 
 

 

110.2 Persimmon Homes – the site was progressing well with the phase 1 site 
houses. Around 20 houses were now substantially complete and they hoped to 
have just over 15 plots occupied on the development by the end of the year.  
  
Persimmon's recent planning application sought to change larger 4 bed house 
types on the development, to smaller 3 bed units which were selling well. This 
application had now been approved, and 5 of these plots represented the final 
plots which were to commence build within phase 1 of the development. This 
meant the final build total would now be 204 houses. 
  
Works off site would commence that week which would include removing the 
chicane style traffic calming located by the site access and a new zebra 
crossing to the east of the site access, and speed cushions to the west of the 
site access. 
 

 

110.3 Bellway Development – The estate was now substantially complete with 
internal finishes being completed in the last few properties. There were now 62 
properties occupied out of a total of 71. 
  
The site cabins had been removed and they were finishing off around the sales 
office area. All house construction should be finished by mid-January. 
 

 
 

110.4 Dinnington First School - Kier Construction –. the works were going well 
and on programme ready to hand over the building to the School at Xmas, to 
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enable them to move into the new building after the holidays. Demolition of the 
old school building would commence in the New Year, probably for about 2 
months. The only remaining work after that was the construction of the new 
cark parks where the original school was, and to dig up the temporary car parks 
and site setup south of the new building, and clear the site. 
 
Regarding the noise monitor, Kier were to discuss with the airport where this 
would be best placed on the school building. There would be an agreed process 
to be followed for the airport to access the school site and take readings as it 
was a closed school.  
 

110.5 Village Hall  
Cllr Porter reported that funding had been received for the upgrading and 
redecoration works. Cllr Wood detailed the works involved, which totalled 
£8,688. £5,000 had been offered so the VH would need to use some of its own 
funds to complete the project. Work would begin on 14 January on the outside 
work.  Slim and Social were a new regular user using the WI room on a 
Thursday.  
 

 

110.6 Newsletter  
This was just about complete. 
 
Regarding the Moorey Spot proposed new houses on the greenbelt, Cllr Wood 
advised that, due to outstanding issues, comments on this planning application 
had been extended by NCC planning until 21 Dec 18  (subject to agreement by 
the Applicants Agent) and that the Campaign to Protect Rural England 
Northumberland (CPRE) had also lodged an objection to the proposal.  
  
In the circumstances and due to the fact that most residents were totally 
unaware of this proposal, he suggested that he would add a paragraph into the 
Newsletter to keep local people in the loop and give them a chance to comment 
or object to the proposal. This was agreed. 
 

 
 
 

110.7 Library 
This was going ok. The volunteers were having their Xmas Dinner at the White 
Swan on Sat 1 Dec. 
 

 
 
 

110.8 Northumbria in Bloom/Adopt a Planter 
Dealt with under Minute No. 103. 
 

 
 

110.9 Allotments 
Cllr Porter advised the AGM would now be held on 3 December and she would 
take along the NiB silver award they had won to present them with it at that 
meeting.  
 

 
 

110.10 Website 
This was up to date. 
 

 
 

110.11 Dinnington Surgery 
Cllr Wood reported that he had included some information in the newsletter 
about the attendance at the last meeting by the Health Trust and CCG 
representatives. No further communication had been received from them since 
then and it was agreed that this be pursued if nothing further was heard by the 
time of the December meeting.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
K. Hadfield 
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111. Reports 
The Chair had circulated a report from the Banks. The minutes contained a 
discrepancy regarding the level of funding being offered to the village hall as 
previously reported and this was being investigated. It was again noted that 
funding would stop the following year. 
 

 
 
 

112. Financial Matters   
112.1 Members approved and authorised the signing of cheques in payment of 

invoices received and presented at the meeting:- 
 
K. Hadfield                                    £201.86                                           200035 
Village Hall Management Cttee £4,000.00                                        200036 
M. Wood                                        £62.80                                             200037 
A. Graham                                         £22.50                                             200038  
 
It was noted that the cheque had been received from the Allotments Association 
for the second half of the year’s rent, totaling £182.35. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
K. Hadfield 

113. Co-Option of New Parish Councillor 
Members had received an expression of interest by Mrs Danielle Dowd (who 
was present at the meeting for this item) in becoming co-opted to one of the 
vacancies on the Parish Council. It was agreed that Mrs Dowd be co-opted 
onto the Parish Council.  
 

 
 
 
 
K. Hadfield 
 

114. Items for Next Agenda  

 Date for PC xmas lunch 

 Parish Council Xmas Tree for 2019 
 

 
 
K. Hadfield 

115. Date of Next Meeting 
Wednesday19 December 2018 at 7.00 pm.  
 

 

116. Conclusion of Meeting  
The meeting closed at 9.00pm. 

 

 
 
 
 

CHAIR…………………………………….. 
 

DATE……………………………………… 
 

  


