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Minutes of the meeting of Dinnington Parish Council held on Wednesday 19 December 2018 at 7.00 pm in 
Dinnington Memorial Institute 

 
Members Present: Cllrs R. Thompson (Chairman in the Chair), A. Dellow, D. Dowd, P. Hitchenes, S. 
Hood, K. Oliver, J. Porter, M. Wood.  
 
1 member of the public was present 
 
Minute 

No. 
Agenda Item Action 

required 
117. Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received from Cllr Phelps and from City Cllrs A. Lower, P. 
Lower and A. King. 
 

 
 

118. Declarations of Interest 
Members were reminded of the need to declare interests at relevant items.  
 

 

119. Police Issues  
There were no representatives from the Police able to attend the meeting. It 
was agreed that the Police be asked if it would be possible to send in a brief 
report on the occasions they could not attend. 
 

 
 
 
K. Hadfield 

120. Minutes of previous meeting 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 21 
November 2018 be agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 
 

 
 
K. Hadfield 
 

121. Matters Arising 
 Minute No.102 – the Chair reported that the roadsigns at the Hazlerigg 

junction had not been done yet. 

 Minute No.106.7 – Cllr Oliver queried whether the state of the garden on 
Cochrane Terrace could be an environmental health matter. However, 
Cllr Hitchenes reported that it looked like it was in the process of being 
cleared now. 

 

 
 
 

122. Parish Council Vacancy 
It was noted that a vacancy had now arisen but that, due to the proximity of the 
elections in May, no action could be taken to fill the vacancy.  

 
 
 
 

123. Highways Act 1980 Footpath Diversion Order – Footpath  
No.4 Brunswick And Footpath 6 Dinnington Diversion  
Order 2018 
The Chair reported that this would link the new housing development with Big 
Waters. It had originally been identified as a three metre wide 
bridleway/cycleway between points H and I on the plan. Banks had advised that 
they would seek an upgrade to a bridleway in the future.  
Agreed that no comments or objections be made.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
K. Hadfield  

124. Parish Council Christmas Tree 2019  
Members discussed the idea of a village Christmas tree for 2019 but noted that 
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there would be a number of issues to deal with including location, insurance, 
electricity supply, responsibility for putting it up and decorating it. It was 
suggested that a Christmas lights competition could be a possible alternative, 
should a village Christmas tree be impractical or too costly. It was agreed that 
this be investigated with the City Council and reported back.   
 

 
 
 
K. Hadfield 
 

125. Members’ Items of Concern  
125.1 Cllr Hood – leaves and rubbish on the streets. The gullies needed to be emptied 

on Sycamore Avenue at both ends. The recent footpath repairs on Sycamore 
Avenue had made things worse as the tarmac had not been evenly laid. Cllr 
Porter reported that this was the same on the road access to East Acres. 
 

 
 
 
Cllr Lower 
 

125.2 Cllr Dellow – had received complaints about the buses not being able to get to 
the bus stop because of vehicles parking outside the post office. Cllr Porter 
commented that the Aubrey Cornfoot vans working at North Hill were also 
adding to the problem. Cllr Wood advised that he had spoken to the site 
manager at North Hill about allowing sub contractors to park and narrow the 
road. However, cars could park where they liked if there were no parking 
restrictions. He suggested that the problems be raised with the City Council  
Planning as an enforcement issue.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
K. Hadfield  

125.3 Cllr Dowd – had received a number of complaints about the bins in her estate 
being emptied at different times of the day, and sometimes not being emptied  
at all. Residents paid a ground rent to have the grass on the roundabout cut 
and it wasn’t being done, and a lifebuoy was needed at the SUDs pond. Cllr 
Wood agreed to take up the contractual issues with Keepmoat.  

 
 
Cllr 
Lower/Cllr 
Wood  
 

125.4 Cllr Hitchenes – previously raised issues as follows: 

 Leaves on the paths 

 State of the path between The Paddock and West Acres – the surface 
was very uneven and broken in places, and the leaves were making the 
situation worse. 

 The road between his own house and Mark Edwards’ on East Acres 
had subsided quite badly. This had been reported to Cllr A. Lower 
previously. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Lower 
 

125.5 Cllr Thompson – a pipe was broken from the road gulley to the Manhole on 
Main Road, Dinnington at the junction with Coach Lane (known as the 
Havannah Corner) and needed to be repaired.  
 

 
Cllr Lower 
 

126. Correspondence 
None received. 
 

 
 

127. Planning Applications 
 
(1) 2018/1586/01/DET | Erection of two storey extension to side following 
demolition of existing conservatory, utility/store and garage | Venture Farm, 
Horton Grange Road, Dinnington, Newcastle upon Tyne NE13 7AA 
 
Agreed – no objections 
  

 
 
 
 
 
K. Hadfield 

128. Neighbourhood Plan 
Cllr Wood reported that the consultant had been instructed to commence 
preparing the draft plan. 
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129. Updates  
129.1 Keepmoat Homes – 

Cllr Wood reported sales activity as follows:- 
 
Completions to date                      95 
Contracts exchanged                      9 
Reservations                                   7 
 
The scheme was currently expected to be finished next Autumn. 
 
The BT Fibre Broadband issue was now resolved. 
 
There had been one or two complaints from residents about potholes in the 
estate roads. He was meeting with Keepmoat in the New Year to have a joint 
inspection and try to get some improvements. 
 

 

129.2 Persimmon Homes – The traffic calming measures to the front of the site had 
been carried out. The physical works had been completed, including the zebra 
crossing, complete with amber lights and white lining. 
 
Persimmon had had a few completions on the site over the last few weeks and 
would probably have nearly 20 plots completed and occupied by the Christmas 
break. The site would closed for the Christmas break from Friday 21st 
December and would return on Monday 7th January. 
 

 

129.3 Bellway Development – The estate was now substantially complete with 
internal finishes being completed in the last few properties. There were now 65 
properties occupied out of a total of 71. The site setup had been removed and 
all house construction should be finished by mid-January. 
 

 
 

129.4 Dinnington First School - Kier Construction –. The works were substantially 
complete ready to hand over the building to the School at Christmas, to enable 
them to move into the new building on 7 January 2019. Demolition of the old 
school building would commence in the New Year, probably for about 2 months, 
depending on the asbestos surveys etc. Kier had removed their site cabins and 
were now just using the Recreation Ground changing rooms.  
 
The only remaining works after that were to construct the new cark parks where 
the original school had been, to dig up the temporary car parks, finish off the 
playing fields and clear the site. They were due to complete all of the works by 
September 2019, but would probably be finished before then.  
 

 

129.5 Village Hall  
Cllr Porter reminded members that the Northumberland Theatre Company 
would be performing in the village hall in January as usual and tickets were 
available. She had had several enquiries from potential new users lately but 
unfortunately, not for evenings that were currently free. The external 
refurbishment works would begin on 14 January, though some internal work 
would start before then.  
 

 

129.6 Newsletter  
The newsletter had been distributed recently. Thanks to all members for helping 
out with the circulation.  
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129.7 Library 
This was all going ok at the moment. The library had applied for and been 
awarded a grant of £500 by the Castle Ward Committee to enable them to 
purchase new books. 
 

 
 
 

129.8 Northumbria in Bloom/Adopt a Planter 
Nothing to report. 
 

 
 

129.9 Allotments 
Cllr Porter advised accounts had now been received and passed on to the 
Clerk. The Chairman had recently resigned and she had a meeting scheduled 
with the Secretary in the new year. She now had a list of plotholders from the 
Clerk, though this did not identify who had which plot.  
 

 
 

129.10 Website 
Agreed that the Clerk would check that the accounts information included on 
the website was up to date and that a message of thanks be sent to Tom 
Laidler on behalf of the Parish Council for his work in maintaining it.  
 

 
 
 
K. Hadfield 

129.11 Dinnington Surgery 
No further communication had been received. Agreed that the Clerk pursue 
this.  
 

 
K. Hadfield 
 

130. Reports 
The Chair had circulated a report from the Brenkley Lane Liaison Committee of 
27 November 2018 which was noted.  
 

 
 
 

131. Financial Matters   

131.1 Members approved and authorised the signing of cheques in payment of 
invoices received and presented at the meeting:- 
 
K. Hadfield                                    £254.27                                           200039 
HMRC                                      £151.40                                           200040 
L&S Printers                                       £170.00                                           200041 
R. Thompson                                     £130.00                                           200042  
. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
K. Hadfield 

131.2. Precept Requirements for 2019-20  
Members discussed the precept and whether this should be increased given the 
increasing number of homes in the village and the greater demands on the 
Parish Council this brought. The Clerk had received indicative figures for the 
Council tax base. For 2019-20 this was expected to be 583, compared to 492 
for 2018-19, which meant that the precept was shared among a greater number 
of homes.  
Members made reference to the services which the Parish Council had taken 
responsibility for, such as the library and the planters in the village. Previous 
enquiries had been made about the cost of extra services such as grass cutting 
from the City Council, and this had been prohibitive. It was felt that more 
pressure needed to be applied to the City Council to identify what funding was 
to be received from Bellway and what they planned to spend it on. Members 
agreed that the Parish Council had a role to play as a lobby group for the 
village. The funding to come from Bellway could be used to pay for small capital 
schemes within the village, such as bus shelter refurbishment or a gateway to 
the village feature, particularly as it was the centenary of the Parish Council’s 
formation in 2019.  
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It was proposed and seconded that the precept be raised from £10,300 to 
£11,750 with the additional funding being allocated to budget heads as follows:- 
 
Northumbria in Bloom/Adopt a Planter increase by £250 
Village Hall subsidy                                 increase by £200 
Purchase of litterbins                                              £1,000 
 
It was therefore agreed that the precept requirement for 2019-20 be £11,750, 
and that the Clark seek information from the City Council regarding the level of 
expected funding from Bellway.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
K. Hadfield 
 

132. Items for Next Agenda  

 Update on Dinnington Surgery 
 

 
 
K. Hadfield 

133. Date of Next Meeting 
Wednesday 16 January 2019 at 7.00 pm.  
 

 

134. Conclusion of Meeting  
The meeting closed at 8.40pm. 

 

 
 
 
 

CHAIR…………………………………….. 
 

DATE……………………………………… 
 

  


