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Minutes of the meeting of Dinnington Parish Council held on Wednesday 18 September 2019 at 7.00 pm in 
Dinnington Memorial Institute 

 
Members Present: Cllrs R. Thompson (in the Chair), A. Dellow, P. Hitchenes, S. Phelps, J. Porter, M. 
Wood.  
 
Councillor A. King, Newcastle City Councillor 
 
Two members of the public were present 
 
 
Minute 

No. 
Agenda Item Action required 

59. Apologies for Absence 
Cllrs Dowd, Hood and Oliver, and City Cllrs Lower and Avaei. 
 

 
 

60. Declarations of Interest 
Members were reminded of the need to declare interests at relevant items.  
 

 

61.  Police Report 
A Police report had been submitted in advance as there was no-one able to 
attend. Members were advised that 20 incidents had been reported during 
August:-  
 
Speed Watch, vermin shoot, moving combine harvester, canvassing, 
request of information, incomplete 999, which was a pocket dial, neighbour 
complaint regarding parking. 
 
Concern for members of public inside a darkened Premier shop – it had 
been confirmed that the Premier shop had a power cut. 
 
Theft of a bag. 
 
5 crimes had been recorded – 4 were nothing of note. 
  

 

62. Health Care Provision in Dinnington 
Dr Nigel Twelves was present for this item. He updated members on the 
current position which was:- 

 He had been involved in discussions with the CCG, the City Council 
and Cllr King to try and get a solution developed.  

 He had been working with officers in the Planning Division to see 
what could and could not be done with the potential site in 
Dinnington. 

 It was not realistic for the Practice to be open five days per week 
though this was the preferred option for NHS Property Services, who 
owned the building in Dinnington.  

 However, there seemed little interest from the CCG in developing 
services in Dinnington.  
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 A meeting was planned for 25 September 2019 with NCC Planning 
and Legal to see what could be done, which the PC could attend. He 
felt the issue was now being taken seriously by the City Council.  

 The Practice was committed to working with the CCG and the NHS 
to try and secure better provision in Dinnington. Changes had now 
been made to the way the Practice worked and it was hoped to 
develop a feasibility study so that a fully worked up solution could be 
presented to the Council. The potential of funding from Banks was 
also being investigated. 

 Support for the Practice was being sought from the Parish Council to 
give weight to the venture. 

Cllr King advised that he had met with senior officers in NCC Planning with 
Cllr Lower to talk about options. A new facility would be very much 
welcomed.  
Agreed that:- 
(a) the recent progress outlined by Dr Twelves be welcomed; and 
(b) the Parish Council support the proposed application to Banks for funding 
for a feasibility study. 
 

63. Open Forum 
A member of the public queried the number of grass cuts being done by 
NCC. They seemed to be cutting one side of the Prestwick road but not the 
other at the Bellway estate. It was suggested that a request could be made 
to add the area in question to the cutting schedule but it could be that 
Bellway still owned the land up to the fence. It was agreed that Steve 
Charlton at NCC be contacted to establish the ownership boundaries.     
 

 
 
 
 
 
K. Hadfield/M. 
Wood 

64. Minutes of previous meeting 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 
18 July 2019 be agreed as a true record and signed by the Chair . 
 

 
 
K. Hadfield 
 

65. Matters Arising 

 There had been no report back on a number of actions which Cllr 
Avaei had agreed to pursue at the last meeting, and Cllr King agreed 
to follow these up on his behalf and respond by email. 

 Matters Arising (Village Defibrillator) – Cllr King confirmed the 
appliance would be in a locked case. It was noted that the location 
had been agreed with the property owner and tenant so it was now a 
matter for the City Council to arrange supply.  

 The Clerk reported that an email had been received from a local 
resident expressing thanks for the carrier bags which had been 
placed around the village for the collection of dog waste. This had 
made a marked difference.  

 Keepmoat estate roundabout - Keepmoat had confirmed that the 
design of the estate roads including the "roundabout" was approved 
by Newcastle City Council’s Highways department. Following the 
receipt of formal technical approval from Highways, Keepmoat and 
the Council had entered into a legal agreement under Section 38 of 
the Highways Act 1980 under which the Council would adopt and 
subsequently maintain the estate roads. The Council would only take 
on these obligations if it was satisfied with the highway design. 

 Bellway estate footpath finishes - Bellway had confirmed that the 
finishes on the footpaths on the estate were on the original Planning 

 
 
 
Cllr King 
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drawings approved by Newcastle City Council and had been 
constructed as such. 

 Minute 49.1 - this would be raised with the new head teacher by 
Revd Edwards. 

 Minute 49.3 – NCC should be advised that the full length of the road 
needed to be looked at given the number of complaints from 
residents. The Chair reported that, regarding the footpath at The 
Crest, the case had not been closed and the situation was on hold at 
the moment. Should there be any more development, it would be 
looked at again.  

 Minute 53.4 – the Football Team needed confirmation from NCC that 
they could re-hire the Pavilion.  

 
66. Dinnington Parish Council Centenary   

 Members expressed appreciation to Alan Proudlock for the work he 
had carried out so far on this. He was gathering information on the 
community groups within the village at the moment, and information 
had been collected on past Chairs by Cllr Phelps and a definitive list 
had now been made. 

 There was a need for some archiving to be done of more recent 
minutes and newsletters. The next newsletter would be the 30 th 
edition.  

 There had been earlier parish meetings, but the first actual meeting 
of the Parish Council had taken place on 20 October 1919 and 
members agreed that only the Chairs from this point should be 
included in the display and noticeboard.  

 It was agreed that the event should take place from 10.00 am to 2.00 
pm.  

 Advertising – notices around the village in such places as the post 
office, the library, the shop, on the PC noticeboard and website. A 
banner would be put up on the church railings two weeks before the 
event.  

 Alan to speak to Jeannie Kielty re the history of Banks display. It was 
agreed that the Chair would speak to Jeannie re her ability to be 
involved in setting up the Banks display and the logistics of that.  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All 
 

67. Nomination of School Governor   
It was agreed that Cllr Phelps be nominated to the School Governing Body, 
if a representative was required.  
 

 
K. Hadfield 

68. Members’ Items of Concern  

68.1 Cllr Porter – former Parish Councillor Jill Smith had passed away on 12 
September. The funeral would take place on 30 September at 11.00 am at 
West Road, followed by gathering at the Marriott Hotel, Gosforth Park. Any 
member who wished to attend should let her know.  

 
 
 
 
 

68.2 Cllr Dellow  
– Had reported dead and diseased Ash trees around the Green to the City 

Council. These had since been inspected and she had been informed 
that the dead trees would be cut down when funds allowed, and the Ash 
trees would be left until they died. They would not be replaced but the 
Parish Council could do that it its own expense, and the City Council 
could maintain them at a cost. There were other trees in a similar 
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condition around the village and it was suggested that potential 
purchase of trees could be added to the list of future projects.   

– There were also continuing problems with pavement parking with 
insufficient space being left for pushchairs and wheelchairs etc, and 
someone had been injured recently.  These problems should be 
reported to the Police and the usual reminder would be included in the 
next newsletter.  

– A gang was going round the estate near Mitford and Bracken Close 
throwing objects at windows. She had reported this to the Police and if 
anyone saw them, they should ring the Police immediately.    

  
68.3 Cllr Phelps – the grass and hedge on the path between the village and the 

airport runway was very overgrown. The Chair advised that by the end of 
October the City Council would do the annual strim. Two bits of fence were 
missing on the east side of the road and he asked Cllr King to follow this up.    

 
 
 
Cllr King 
 

68.4 Cllr Hitchenes – referred to his previously reported issues with the hedges 
and trees at East and West Acres. There was also a growing problem of 
abandoned cars on the waste ground near the electrical sub station. There 
were two there currently which had been there for months. It was noted that 
this was YHN land and Cllr King agreed to pursue this with NCC.   
 

 
 
 
 
Cllr King 
 

68.5 Cllr Wood – had received a report from a member of the public regarding 
how the school was operating the drop off arrangements. The gates were 
being locked at 8.30 once the teachers were in. It had been understood that 
parents would be able to drive in, drop off and drive out, which was why the 
car park had been designed in the way it had. Parents were now having to 
drop off on Sycamore Avenue and not utilising the extended roundabout, 
which was causing problems. Revd Edwards advised that the gates were 
locked so that children and cars did not mix. He would raise this, and the 
issue of the school governor, with the headteacher so the position could be 
clarified with the Chair. 
     

 

68.6 Cllr Thompson – raised the issue of the annual rent for The Pond, which 
had remained at the same level for many years, with no formal arrangement 
in place. It was agreed that the Chair discuss a formal lease arrangement 
with Ward Hadaway and report back.    

 
 
 
Cllr Thompson 
 

69. Correspondence 
An email had been received querying the possibility of having a textile 
recycling bank for Scope located in the village. Members felt that these 
could be susceptible to vandalism and agreed that the request should be 
refused.  
An email had also been received from a resident about the poor state of the 
play park. The resident had been advised to report this to NCC, though 
members noted that it was inspected once a month and looked ok at the 
moment.  
  

 
 
 
K. Hadfield 

70. Planning Applications 
There were no applications to consider.        
 

 
 

71. Neighbourhood Plan 
Cllr Wood reported that he had received a call that evening from the 
consultant to advise that the preferred Green Spaces had now been drawn 
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up onto plans and written up in such a way as to identify these as the 
preferred areas. However, if the community identified a different use in 
future and this was agreed upon, then they could be changed. This also 
applied to the land for a potential new surgery. The policy documents on 
Green Spaces and Community Facilities had now been drafted and would 
be submitted to the Parish Council in the next month or so.   
 

72. Updates  
72.1 Keepmoat Homes – Cllr Wood reported as follows:- 

 
Plots sold                                         119 
 
Plots exchanged                               11 
 
Plots reserved                                     3 
 
Last sale was currently forecast to complete in November 2019. 
 

 
 

72.2 Persimmon Homes – Cllr Wood reported Persimmon had 35 dwellings 
occupied on site, 27 released for sale and 9 plots reserved. They were 
continuing to progress further plots. 
 

 

72.3 Bellway Development – Cllr Wood reported that Bellway had now 
completed all of the work, and it was agreed that this update need not be 
included on future agendas.  
. 

 
 

72.4 Dinnington First School - Kier Construction – Kier had completed the 
sprinkler tank, the new car park and the school field and handed them over 
to the school. They had been delayed with the construction of the recreation 
ground car park / drop off point, due to egg laying birds being present in the 
trees and hedge on the north side. They were now working on the drop off 
and should have this completed by the end of the month, with the exception 
of work adjacent the trees, and would probably need to return later in the 
year to complete the works to the trees. The drop off / car park would be 
useable though from the end of the month.   
 
The new School SUDS pond behind Cochrane Terrace was now complete. 
 

 
 

72.5 Village Hall – Cllr Porter reported that a new play group was to start using 
the village hall from January, four mornings per week at least. This was very 
good news.    
 

 

72.6 Newsletter - Nothing to report  
 

72.7 Library – this was going ok at the moment. A further coffee morning was 
planned for Saturday 5 Oct from 10.30 until 12.30 to raise funds and 
awareness. 
 

 
 
 

72.8 Northumbria in Bloom/Adopt a Planter – Two new volunteers had come 
forward to take over Anne Graham's planters on Mitford Way. Members 
agreed that £100 should be allocated to planting the three tier planter in the 
centre of the village per year. 
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72.9 Allotments 
The second invoice for the annual rent had been issued by the Clerk.  
 

 
 

72.10 Website 
Nothing to report. 
 

 
 

72.11 Dinnington Surgery – already discussed.    
 

 

72.12 Future Projects  
A list of items had been suggested by Cllr Dowd for future consideration. 
These included a new village map as a centenary Parish Council celebration 
to  replace the existing weathered one, an update to the play area, planting 
a tree with a new PC bench beside it, and a Christmas light competition.  
 

 

73. Reports.   
A noise sub committee meeting at the airport was scheduled for the 
following week. The public were not allowed to fly drones within two miles of 
the airport and the PC had been asked to include this information in the next 
newsletter, which members agreed.  
A Banks Liaison meeting would be held the following week. 
 

 
 
 

74. Financial Matters   
74.1 Members approved and authorised the signing of cheques in payment of 

invoices received and presented at the meeting:- 
 
K. Hadfield                               £429.50                                          200068 
Spanglefish                                   £  29.95                                          200069 
HMRC                                           £161.20                                          200070 
Village Hall Committee               £4,000.00                                          200072 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
K. Hadfield 
 

74.2 Budget Monitoring Report 
This was circulated and the current position noted by members. 
 

 

75. Items for Next Agenda  

 Future Projects 

 Noticeboard 
 

 
 
K. Hadfield 
 

76. Date of Next Meeting 
Wednesday 16 October 2019 at 7.00 pm  
 

 

77. Conclusion of Meeting  
The meeting closed at 9.06 pm. 

 

 
 

CHAIR…………………………………….. 
 
 

DATE……………………………………… 
 

 
 


