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Minutes of the meeting of Dinnington Parish Council held on Wednesday 16 October 2019 at 7.00 pm in 
Dinnington Memorial Institute 

 
Members Present: Cllrs R. Thompson (in the Chair), A. Dellow, S. Hood, K. Oliver, S. Phelps, J. Porter, M. 
Wood.  
 
Councillors A. Avaei, A. King, A. Lower Newcastle City Councillors 
 
 

Minute 
No. 

Agenda Item Action required 

78. Apologies for Absence 
Cllrs Dowd and Hitchenes. 
 

 
 

79. Declarations of Interest 
Members were reminded of the need to declare interests at relevant items. 
 

 

80. Police Report 
Four crimes had been committed in the last month – two of these were for 
anti social behavior. Very little was being reported.  
The Chair commented on the number of motorbikes at the weekend in the 
recreation field and on the tracks between Brunswick and Hazlerigg. PC 
Parker encouraged members to report all incidents and send in any 
information they had, including any photos, to the Police so that action 
could be taken.  
 

 

81. Minutes of previous meeting 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 
18 September 2019 be agreed as a true record and signed by the Chair. 
 

 
 
K. Hadfield 
 

82. Matters Arising 

 Minute No.62 – Cllr King reported that Dr Twelves was still keen to 
have GP surgery provision in place at Dinnington and to expand 
into the adjacent old school field. The City Council had no issue 
with the proposal but would expect the market value to be paid for 
the land, which would be significant. The Banks’ fund could not be 
used to pay for a feasibility study, as discussed at the last meeting. 
The feasibility study was effectively the business plan so this was 
an important element. It was noted that there was some S106 
funding available for health provision which the City Council 
currently held and an officer from the City Council could come to 
the next PC meeting to discuss this.  

 Minute No.63 – Cllr Wood confirmed that NCC had never cut the 
grass adjacent the Bellway estate and believed that the back of the 
footpath was the boundary. Therefore, the grass between the 
estate fence and the back of the footpath should be being cut by 
the Bellway maintenance contractor. 

 Defibrillator – it was noted that this would now be sourced from the 
Ambulance Service rather than the British Heart Foundation and 
that funding was still available from the ward budget. Financial 
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support was also to be sought from Banks towards the overall cost 
by the City Council. Members had previously agreed a location for 
the defibrillator on the external wall of the post office, which had 
been agreed by the property owner. No further action was needed 
by the PC at the current time.  

 Minute 68.3 – this had been reported by Cllr King. The Chair 
reminded members that the fence on Main Road needed repair 
and the grass needed cutting and Cllr Lower agreed to chase this 
up.  

 Minute 68.4 – this had been reported by Cllr King. PC Parker 
reported that the police had been out about the cars to establish 
the legal position for each one. This had now been done; two were 
notified as being off the road and one had no registered keeper so 
matters were in hand. 

  

 
 
 
 
Cllr Lower 

83. Dinnington Parish Council Centenary   
Arrangements were just about finalised, with some last bits of work still 
being done by Alan Proudlock. Members agreed individual attendances on 
the day and who would bring refreshments. 
  

 
 
 
All 
 

84. Future Projects  
Members discussed a range of potential future projects to improve the 
village environment. The following were agreed:- 

 Additional grass cuts  

 Village gateway planter on the south approach to the village. 

 New seat near the White Swan 

 New trees to replace those which had died. Cllr Lower advised that 
the Woodland Trust were providing trees until the end of March 
provided the PC would provide the land to put them on and plant 
them themselves. 

 A new village map. It was suggested that the PC should wait until 
the current developments were complete, but Cllr Lower advised 
that she could get the remaining street names from the City 
Council. 

 Additional litterbins, possibly a “Bellybuster”  

 Repainting of the playpark, though it was noted that the City 
Council held CIL money from the Bellway development for play 
areas.  

 Youth shelter  

 Solar Christmas tree/Christmas lights for 2020.    
 

 
 

85. Members’ Items of Concern  

85.1 Cllr Hood –  

 She had been asked to raise the issue of having a free cashpoint 
machine in the village, preferably one which was available 24/7. 
Cllr Lower advised that the location of these was a decision for the 
bank and suggested that the post office be approached in the first 
instance to see whether they would be agreeable to having one 
located on their outside wall. It was agreed that the Chair would 
make the first approach to the post office to identify a suitable 
contact.  

 The hedges both on the YHN and private housing needed cutting. 
It was noted that it was the tenants’ responsibility to keep their 
hedges trimmed as YHN had no equipment but she would raise it 
with YHN.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Thompson 
 
 
 
Cllr Lower 
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 A kerbstone had lifted beside the flats at East View near to the 
Gate. Cllr King took the details for reporting it.  

 She had received a lot of comments about the state of the old 
school site. However, this was now in private hands, and whilst the 
site was untidy, it was not dangerous and therefore no action could 
be taken by the City Council.  

 

 
Cllr King 
 

85.2 Cllr Dellow - there were a lot of leaves on the pavements. Cllr Lower 
reported that the City Council was now sweeping the pavements and not 
the roads. 
  

 

85.3 Cllr Phelps –  

 He had raised the issue of the grass in the park with Cllr Wood 
already. 

 The branches of the trees on Pine Avenue were very overgrown 
and were hitting rooves and windows. Cllr Lower confirmed that 
trees were no longer being pruned, and that if they were YHN 
tenants this could be reported to the YHN office.  

 The grit bin outside the club had still not been replaced. Cllr Lower 
advised that refills would cost £30 if the Parish Council wanted it 
filled.  

  

 
 
 

86. Correspondence 
The Clerk reported that a request for financial support had been received 
from Community Action Northumberland. A donation of £40 had been 
made the previous year, and it was agreed that a donation of £40 should 
be made again this year.  
 

 
 
 
 
K. Hadfield 

87. (1) 2019/1270/01 Erection of two storey extension to side and single 
storey  extension to existing conservatory at rear/ 8 North Mason Lodge, 
Dinnington, NE13 7LH  - No objections 
  
(2) 2019/1304/01/LDC Lawful Development Certificate for existing barn 
structures, kennels and chicken sheds/ Venture Farm, Horton Grange 
Road, Dinnington, NE13 7AA – No objections 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
K. Hadfield  
 

88. Neighbourhood Plan 
Cllr Wood reported that the consultant was continuing to progress the draft 
plan. He had recently forwarded an Assessment Summary of the Green 
Spaces information previously supplied to him, together with some minor 
queries which he needed answers on. He had also forwarded blank 
assessment forms for the PC to complete for "Valued Village Amenities" 
 

 

89. Updates  

89.1 Keepmoat Homes – Cllr Wood reported that 123 plots had now been 
sold, all of the rest were reserved and the final sale was scheduled for 
November 2019. 
 

 
 

89.2 Persimmon Homes – Cllr Wood reported that Persimmon had 39 
dwellings occupied on site, 11 reservations and 22 plots for sale. 
They were continuing to progress further plots. 
 

 

89.3 Dinnington First School - Kier Construction – The works were now 
substantially complete. They had been delayed with the construction of the 
recreation ground car park / drop off point, due to nesting birds in the trees 

 
 



 
    4 
 
 

and hedge on the north side. They had now cut down the hedge and 
tarmaced the car park. The footpath should be complete within the next 2 
weeks, which will complete all of the works with the exception of grassing 
the area adjacent the pavilion, which would have to wait for better 
weather. They were to leave the area fenced off until the grass was 
established. 
 

89.4 Village Hall – Cllr Porter reported that the new playgroup was still waiting 
for Ofsted clearance but would start in January as planned. Two other new 
user groups had also made regular bookings. NTC were to put on a 
production of The Snow Queen on 2 January 2020. 
 

 

89.5 Newsletter - Nothing to report but there was a need to start collating 
information for the December edition.  
 

All 
 

89.6 Library – this was going ok at the moment. They had a very successful 
coffee morning in the MI on 5 October, when £189 had been raised for 
their funds. 
 

 
 
 

89.7 Northumbria in Bloom/Adopt a Planter – nothing to report on this, but 
preparation for next year’s entry needed to begin.  
 

 
 

89.8 Allotments 
Payment for the second invoice for the annual rent had now been 
received. The AGM was likely to take place on 18 November.  
 

 
 

89.9 Website 
Cllr Porter suggested that Tom Laidler be presented with a small gift from 
the Parish Council in recognition of his work in maintaining the website. 
This was agreed.  
Cllr Phelps asked whether the users of the village hall could be listed on 
the website, but it was noted that this information was included in the 
newsletter.   
 

 
 
 
Cllr Thompson?  
 

89.10 Dinnington Surgery – already discussed.    
 

 

90. Reports   
Cllr Phelps reported back on a Noise Sub Committee meeting held 
recently at the Airport which were being held bi-annually. Any noise 
complaints should be forwarded to him and he would raise these with the 
Airport. He also reported that rubbish was being dumped in the Airport 
field.  
Cllr Thompson had circulated minutes from a recent Banks meeting. 
Digging for coal would cease in November, with final restoration planned 
for August 2020.  
 

 
 
 

91. Financial Matters   

91.1 Members approved and authorised the signing of cheques in payment of 
invoices received and presented at the meeting:- 
 
K. Hadfield                               £264.48                                      200073 
TP Jones                                      £  57.60                                      200074 
NALC                                            £  25.00                                      200075 
J. Gray                                          £  17.50                                      200076  
C. Pawlett                                      £168.00                                     200077 
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S. Phelps                                       £  72.00                                     200078 
S. Phelps                                       £  10.00                                      200079 
   

 
K. Hadfield 
 

92. Items for Next Agenda  

 Invitation to Matthew Storey from NCC re S106 Funding Transfer 
 

 
K. Hadfield 
 

93. Date of Next Meeting 
Wednesday 20 November 2019 at 7.00 pm. Cllr Porter reminded members 
that the Remembrance Service would take place on 10 November at 9.30 
am in the Church.   
 

 

94. Conclusion of Meeting  
The meeting closed at 8.48 pm. 

 

 
 

CHAIR…………………………………….. 
 
 

DATE……………………………………… 
 

 


