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Minutes of a remote meeting of Dinnington Parish Council held on Wednesday 17 March 2021 at 7.00 pm 
 

Members Present: Cllrs R. Thompson (in the Chair), G. Clark, A. Dellow, P. Hitchenes, S. Phelps, J. 
Porter, M. Wood.  
 
. 

Minute 
No. 

Agenda Item Action required 

303. Apologies for Absence 
Newcastle City Councillor Lower. 
 

 
 

304. Police Report 
A report had been circulated. From the 15th February there had been 
5 incidents, 3 were nothing of note or threat to the wider public.   
Incidents included:  

• Incomplete 999 call. 

• Complaint re motorbikes, Cochrane Terrace. Person 
identified and given a warning. 

• Complaint re unknown male knocking on door at Quarry 
Cottages.   

  
During March there had been 10 incidents, 5 were nothing of note or 
threat to the wider public. Incidents included: 

• Incomplete 999 call 

• Info re vehicle, parked near junction at Cochrane Terrace. 
Reported to DVLA.  

• Hit and Run RTC, Horton Crescent. Details exchanged by 
both parties. 

• Theft of birds, Cochrane terrace.  

• Report of poaching, Moorey Spot Farm. 

• Info re location, Shooting ground. Information in relation to 
testing and shooting clays to ensure in working order. 

  

 

305. Minutes of previous meeting 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council 
held on 17 February 2021 be agreed as a true record. 
 

 
 
Clerk 
 

306. Matters Arising 

• Minute No.289 – the broken kerbstones had been reported 
by Cllr Wood but NCC were having difficulty identifying the 
location. The Chair had made a new report. 

• Minute No.291 – with regard to draining the football pitch, 
members were unaware that this was a problem and did not 
want funds used for this that could be spent on the playpark 
if there was no issue. It was suggested that this be clarified 
with Cllr Lower/Sue Cummins. Members were also keen that 
the footpath to the school gate be extended north to join 
Sycamore Avenue.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Lower  
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• Minute No.293 – parking issues at The Crest had been 
resolved. 

307. Village Projects 
There were no matters to report and Cllr Lower was not present to 
report on any progress from the last meeting.   
 

 

308. Recreation Ground Play Equipment Upgrade  
There were no matters to report.  
 

 

309. Interactive Speed Sign  
A report back from Cllr Lower was expected before any further 
action was taken regarding placing an order. Potential maintenance 
costs had been shared with members by the Clerk but information 
was awaited from Cllr Lower regarding future maintenance costs.  
  

 
 
 
 
Cllr Lower 
 

310. Footpath at Toft Hill 
There was no progress to report at this stage. 
 

 

311. Members Items of Concern 
Cllr Dellow – had received a complaint regarding the pavements on 
Mitford Way caused by tree roots. She also had raised the issue of 
litter on Brenkley Lane with the City Council. They were aware of it 
and were trying to identify where it had come from.  
Cllr Porter – had received complaints about dog fouling at the 
recreation ground and the playpark. Children had gone in to school 
recently with dog dirt on their shoes, which was not nice. It was 
agreed that better signage would help and that a formal request be 
made to the City Council about this. Cllr Phelps reported that there 
were signs in Carlisle Park in Morpeth which had waste bags 
attached and which directed people to the nearest bins. He would 
send in a photo.  
It was also agreed that some recognition from the Parish Council be 
given to the local residents who continued to collect up the dog 
waste via the bags they put out, and that an appeal would be made 
to residents on Facebook to clean up after their dogs.   
Cllr Phelps – reported that the road to Prestwick was degraded 
down to the old red tarmac in places and was prone to flooding. This 
would be reported to Envirocall by the Chair. He reported that he 
had raised the fly tipping issue at the last airport meeting but it had 
still not been resolved. The Chair would raise this with his contact. 
Finally, he had received a complaint from a resident about being 
turned away from Brunswick Tip because they had not gone on the 
right day and there had been no help for the disabled. There 
seemed to be an issue about application of the rules being 
dependent upon who was on the gate. This should be taken up with 
the City Councillors. 
Cllr Thompson – the two road gulleys he had reported had now 
gone to Customer Care to be resolved. He had chased the repair to 
the traffic speed sign outside 1, Cochrane Terrace that day – this 
had been sent to Traffic Signals and he would be sent a new log 
number.  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Thompson 
 
 
Cllr Phelps 
 
 
 
Cllrs 
Thompson/Porter/Clark 
 
 
Cllr Thompson  
 
Cllr Thompson 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Lower 
 

312. Correspondence 
There was nothing to report.  
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313. Planning Applications 
None had been received.  
 

 

314. Neighbourhood Plan 
Cllr Wood reported that NCC had produced about half of the 
required maps for the NP and the consultant had completed all of 
the chapters of the written text. He was having problems getting up 
to date plans.  
 

 

315. Updates 
Cllr Wood reported as follows:- 
 
Persimmon Homes – had sold 103 plots, 18 were reserved and 28 
plots were currently for sale.  
 
Village Hall – all groups were keen to start up again. This would 
probably be 17 May for most of them.  
 
Newsletter – a number of matters were identified for inclusion: 
 
Cllrs resigned / New ones required 
Trees update 
Persimmon progress 
Which clubs were currently closed 
S106 & CIL monies / wish list 
WI & Library temporarily closed. Include bowls 
Police matters 
Dog fouling problem  
Neighbourhood Plan progress 
Northumberland in Bloom update 
Garden competition 
It was agreed that it may be useful to explore the possibility of 
adding an extra page to this addition. 
 
Northumbria in Bloom – it was agreed that a front garden 
competition should be held this year with the same prizes as for the 
Christmas lights competition. The usual NiB competition would not 
be entered this year, but an entry would be made next year, Covid 
permitting.  
 
Library – were probably looking to open after 17 May, if the 
volunteers were comfortable about coming back into the library. 
 
Allotments -  following the last meeting, Cllrs Thompson, Wood and 
Porter had met and agreed a way forward. The current tenant would 
need to be given three 3 months’ notice minimum. The Chair would 
meet with him and bring him up to date with the new proposed 
allotments. The Chair would also seek budget advice from a drain 
layer he had used in the past, and it looked like there was a ditch not 
too far away in the neighbouring field, to take the water into, with the 
owner's permission. The Chair would seek a contact. 
Cllr Porter had checked the position of the water meter and it was in 
a suitable position to be used for the proposed allotments. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllrs Wood/Porter 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Thompson 
 
 



 

Draft minutes subject to approval 

 
    4 
 
 

Dinnington Surgery - Nothing to report 
 
 

316. Reports 
Cllr Phelps reported back on an airport meeting: 

• Control tower and ground surfaces had to be manned even if 
there were no flights going out. No support was being 
provided by the Government for this. 

• A new twice weekly budget flight to Madrid would begin 
soon. 

• The Air France flight to Paris had restarted and the Lufthansa 
flight was now going to Frankfurt and not Stuttgart. They 
were keen to have the Amsterdam flight back asap but this 
was in the Dutch Government’s hands. 

• An announcement from the Government about reopening 
was awaited.  

 

 
 
 

317. Financial Matters         

317.1 Invoices 
Members approved payment of the following invoice presented at 
the meeting:- 
 
K. Hadfield    Feb Salary & exp   £241.35         200146 
HMRC                PAYE                      £170.00          200147 
Zurich                 Insurance                £494.82          200148 
Planning Advice  
Plus                    NP work                   £554.45         200149  
 
The latest budgetary position had been circulated by the Clerk and 
the final draft accounts would be circulated once they were 
complete. The annual rental invoices would be sent out soon. 
 
Agreed that the position be noted.  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

   

318. Items for April Agenda 
No matters were identified. 

 

 
 

319. Date of Next Meeting 
Wednesday April 2021 at 7.00 pm.  
 

 

320. Conclusion of Meeting  
The meeting closed at 8.26 pm. 

 

 
CHAIR…………………………………….. 

 
DATE……………………………………… 

 

  
 
 


