
 

Draft minutes subject to approval 

 
    1 
 
 

 
 

Minutes of a Meeting of Dinnington Parish Council held on Wednesday 15 September 2021 at 7.00 pm 
 

Members Present: Cllrs A. Dellow, P. Hitchenes, J. Porter, R. Thompson, M. Wood.  
Cllrs H. Laverick, A. Avaei and T. Campion (Newcastle City Council) 
 
 

Minute 
No. 

Agenda Item Action required 

52. Declarations of Interest 
The Chair reminded members to declare any interests as they 
arose. 
 

 

53. Open Forum 
Representations were made on behalf of the Football Club by a local 
resident who was seeking support for a fence around the football 
pitch in order to keep dogs off. It was hoped to secure sponsorship 
for this and the co-operation of the City Council would be needed. 
Support from the local MP had also been sought.  
It was reported that the Parish Council had made significant efforts 
previously to support the Football Club on this in seeking Banks 
funding with Cllr Lower and speaking directly with representatives 
from Banks, but the Club had never submitted the funding 
application form. Cllr Laverick asked the resident to liaise with her 
regarding what would be permitted.  
 
Other residents raised concerns about speeding vehicles through 
the village and suggested that a chicane or average speed check 
cameras should be put in place.  Speed restriction signs were 
covered by bushes on the Horton Grange road and the interactive 
speed sign on Main Road had been broken for ages.  It was felt that 
only actual physical measures would have any effect on vehicle 
speeds.  
 
Members discussed the position advising that this has been raised 
with the PC a number of times. It was the City Council’s 
responsibility and they had been lobbied a number of times by the 
PC previously. It had also been raised with the Police. Speed 
surveys had been carried out and the PC had been consistently told 
that the resulting data did not warrant any intervention. Members 
agreed that vehicles did speed and that efforts had been made to do 
something about that with the City Council. Progress had now been 
made on the installation of a two directional interactive speed 
camera. Data would be collected by the camera on peak, slow and 
average speeds which would enable evidence to be presented to the 
City Council and get some measures in place.  
 
Cllr Laverick was asked to get the trees cut back on the Horton 
Grange Road so that the speed limit signs could be seen.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Laverick 
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54. New City Councillor 
The Chair welcomed Cllr Thom Campion to his first meeting of the 
Parish Council as the new Castle Ward Councillor.  
 

 

55. Minutes of previous meeting 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council 
held on 21 July 2021 be agreed as a true record. 
 

 
 
Clerk 
 

56. Matters Arising 

•  The road markings refresh had been partly done and the 
trees on Coach Lane had been pruned from the junction 
almost to the car park. The grass had been cut on the old 
school field, thanks to Cllr Laverick’s intervention.  

• Cllr Porter asked if the Anita Lower dedication seat could be 
put at Fenwick Cottage. Members agreed this was a good 
idea. Cllr Wood agreed to find out who owned the land as 
permission may be needed from NCC.  

• The Chair thanked Cllr Dellow for arranging for all seats in 
the parish to be repainted – 14 seats had been done.  

• The Chair had again reported fly tipping in the airport field 
but it was the Airport’s responsibility to remove it. 

• Cllr Wood reported that the shrubbery around the memorial 
plaque was owned by Keepmoat and they would attend to it. 

• Cllr Wood reported that the Past Chairs’ Board had been 
delivered but needed the names engraved onto it.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Wood 
 
 
 
 
 
 

57. Members Items of Concern 
Cllr Porter –  

• Brownies and Rainbows would not be starting till September. 
 

Cllr Hitchenes -  

• The Johnson was not cleaning the path to West Acres or the 
cut from East to West Acres. Cllr Laverick would raise this. 

• Residents of West Acres had complained about the state of 
the vicarage garden. This would be raised. 

• A new litterbin had appeared in Hazlerigg, and he asked if 
this meant it was possible for Dinnington to get one. Cllr 
Laverick would raise this.  

 
Cllr Woods –  

• WI tree – The WI had now been in touch regarding their 
preferred location for PC approval. They wanted to plant it at 
the NE corner, behind the public seat adjacent to the 
Brunswick junction. NCC would need to agree this as it was 
Highways’ land. There were no objections to this location and 
Cllr Wood would liaise with NCC on this.   

 
Cllr Thompson –  

• He had chased up a number of Envirocall calls but there had 
been no progress to date. He had asked for dog fouling signs 
on the school footpath and reported the road surface at 
Moorey Spot Farm. There was flooding on the Horton 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Laverick 
 
Cllr Porter 
 
 
Cllr Laverick 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Wood 
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Grange road and potholes at the shooting ground and The 
Wynding. He had been told that resurfacing would be done.  

 

58. Facebook/Social Media Etiquette and Ways of Working 
This had been raised by Cllr Hitchenes as he felt there was a need 
to agree how the PC interacted with the Dinnington Facebook 
Group. Members agreed that they needed to collectively agree any 
response to discussions on the Facebook page which required a PC 
response. It would also be helpful to have a link to the PC minutes 
put on the Facebook page to make them more accessible to 
residents. This would also help residents get involved in local issues 
of concern.   
 
Cllr Porter suggested that there should be three editions of the 
newsletter and that there should be more of a focus on looking 
forward and future plans, rather than looking back at the last six 
months.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All/Clerk 
 
 
 
 

59. Possible Joint Meeting of the Newcastle Local Councils 
Members supported this and agreed that NALC be informed 
accordingly. 
 

 
 
Clerk 
 

60. Correspondence 
The Police report was taken under this item. From 15 August there 
had been 7 incidents, 5 were nothing of note: 
 
August 3 x crimes 
 
2 x burglary to same location Dinnington Village Scout HQ. Nothing 
had been stolen. Cllr Porter reported that all three buildings in the 
village hall complex had been burgled, with the main damage in VH 
Main building. She had reported all these herself and sent photos as 
requested. Nothing had been stolen.  
 
September up to current date: 10 incidents 1 crime, 9 nothing of 
note. 
 
It was noted that PC Lee Maddison had now moved onto a new role.  
 

 

61. Planning Applications 
The Clerk reported that she had tried unsuccessfully to re-register 
with the City Council for planning application notifications. Cllr 
Laverick agreed to follow this up.  

 
 
 
Cllr Laverick 
 

62. Neighbourhood Plan 
Newcastle City Council was progressing the SEA HRA screening 
assessment. They were waiting on consultation responses from two 
of the three statutory consultees, the Environment Agency had 
already responded and agreed no screening work was needed, so 
they were hopeful they wouldn’t need any SEA or HRA screening. 
Following this, the Pc would need to get consultation underway with 
the statutory organisations and hopefully be in a position to organise 
presenting the plan to the community before the end of the year. The 
consultant was required to complete 2 more reports for submission 
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to the Council and to assist the PC in the completion of the plan, 
which would entail a further £3000 in fees. Members supported this.  
 

63. Updates 
Persimmon Homes - 
  
They had sold 145 plots, 15 were reserved and 7 plots currently for 
sale. 
  
Village Hall 
 
All groups had now started again and a ballroom dancing group 
would start on a Monday night soon. Another group on spiritual 
development would begin soon and bookings were going very well.  
 
Newsletter 
  
Members needed to consider content for the Xmas edition at the 
October meeting.  
  
Library 
  
Nothing to report.  
  
Northumbria in Bloom/Adopt a Planter 
  
Nothing to report.  
  
Allotments 
The Chair asked members to agree that a landscape gardener be 
employed to spray off the grass with weedkiller on the area for the 
new allotments so that it could be ploughed to improve the drainage. 
This was agreed.  
 
Dinnington Surgery 
  
The Covid pandemic had delayed progress considerably over the 
last 18 months, however things were starting to move again and 
meetings could be recommencing in another 2 or 3 months.  
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Thompson 

64. Village Projects 
 
Electronic Speed signs on Prestwick Road  
Cllr Wood had had a productive meeting on site with David 
Fothergill, Traffic signals Manager (NCC) who agreed the location 
on site and gave a lot of information on the units and operating 
distances, advice on what to order etc. He had also advised it would 
be worth considering a double unit with a speed sensor facing both 
east and west to cover both directions. There was a suitable mains 
supply adjacent, but after checking with Northern Powergrid to get a 
price from them he had confirmed there was not much difference 
between mains or solar and recommended solar, as the unit could 
be moved elsewhere in the village, if necessary. 
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The unit prices were :- Mains £2522, Solar £3265, Data collection 
£750, Pole £491 and installation cost £250 / £500 ie approx £4,500 
each or a double as advised £9,000 with data collection. Members 
agreed to proceed with this double option.  
The officer had also looked at the existing speed sign adjacent to 1, 
Cochrane Terrace. This was old and obsolete, but he had a contact 
who may be able to repair it. 
 
New public seat on roadside adjacent Quarry Cottage on Front 
street, plus 1 more adjacent the bus stop on Front Street on the left 
hand side, entering the village from the south, and an additional seat 
in memory of Cllr Anita Lower as previously mentioned.  
 
Steve Paget NCC Highways Inspector had confirmed that NCC 
owned the land in both locations. An order had now been placed for 
£2,078 for the 2 seats and they would be installed within the next 4-6 
weeks. Residents in the adjoining properties had been advised and 
there had been no objections. The seats had been ordered with 
treated but unpainted timber slats, so they could be painted to match 
the others in the village. 
 
Tree replacement and maintenance programme 
Peter Boulton (NCC) had confirmed the trees would be planted 
around November this year. 
 
New village map 
Awaiting completion of Augusta Park and confirmation of street 
names. Persimmon had confirmed the final street names and 
locations, but there was a risk they could change or not be built. 
However, members agreed that this was small and should now be 
pursued.  
 
Additional litterbins 
No progress yet 
 
Possible additional Parking bays in the village on main road 
adjacent Horton Crescent 
No progress yet 
 
New play park equipment in recreation ground, an additional 
footpath in recreation ground, between Sycamore Ave and 
Sheraton Park adjacent to the school 
Marguerite Fisher (NCC) had chased up colleagues in planning to 
see what the time scale was for the refurbishment of the play area, 
and would let the PC know as soon as there were some details. Her 
team was looking to update all signage across all of the Councils 
Recreation Grounds.  They had met the previous day to discuss this, 
and would have costs ready for Su Cummings’ return from holiday 
for her to authorise this work. 
 
Development of field adjacent to the allotments known as the 
Pleasure Grounds to facilitate additional Allotments 
Following the meeting on site, Matt Storey had confirmed they were 
pulling a brief together and hoped to present it to the Oct meeting. 
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Possible additional grass cuts 
if the need arises. 
 

65. Reports 
There were no matters to report. 

 
 
 

66. Financial Matters         

66.1 Invoices 
Members approved payment of the following invoice presented at 
the meeting:- 
 
K. Hadfield Salary                             £431.76        200171 
HMRC             PAYE                             £226.40        200172 
Spanglefish  Website                           £29.95         200173 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

66.2 Budget Monitoring 
Members received the latest budget monitoring report and noted the 
current position. 
 

 

67. Items for October Agenda 
Matt Storey – allotments 
Su Cumming – play park  

 

 
 

68. Date of Next Meeting 
Wednesday 20 October 2021 at 7.00 pm.  
 

 

69. Conclusion of Meeting  
The meeting closed at 9.00 pm. 

 

 
 

.  
CHAIR…………………………………….. 

 
DATE……………………………………… 


