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Minutes of a remote meeting of Dinnington Parish Council held on Wednesday 21 April 2021 at 7.00 pm 
 

Members Present: Cllrs R. Thompson (in the Chair), G. Clark, A. Dellow, S. Phelps, J. Porter, M. Wood.  
Cllr A. Lower (Newcastle City Council) 
One member of the public was present 
 

Minute 
No. 

Agenda Item Action required 

321. Apologies for Absence 
Cllr Hitchenes. 
 

 
 

322. Police Report 
A report had been circulated. From 16th March there had been 14 
incidents, 12 were nothing of note or threat to the wider public.  
Incidents included covid19 incidents and incomplete 999 calls. Also 

• Suspicious activity on Cochrane Terrace. 

• Youths setting fires, Mitford Way.  
 
Up to 17th April there had been 16 incidents, 11 were nothing of 
note or threat to the wider public. Incidents included incomplete 999 
calls/mistaken 999 call, covid19 incidents. Also   
 

• Fight on Havannah Crescent at 00.38hrs.   

• Complaint re motorbikes general area of Havannah 
Crescent. 

• Suspicious activity, Cochrane Terrace, at 00:40.  

• Burst water main, Horton Crescent.  Northumbria Water 
contacted. 

• Suspicious male, Bracken Close. 
Cllr Phelps also reported that a resident on Shaftoe Way had paid 
for gutters to be cleaned and this work had not been done. This had 
been reported.  
 

 

323. Open Forum 
Dr Pam Croney was present at the meeting and reported her recent 
communications with the City Council regarding her request for a 
30mph speed limit on Prestwick Carr Road. The City Council would 
not support this because there was no accident record and a 2020 
traffic survey had shown that average speeds were less than 
30mph. However, she felt that speeding traffic would become more 
of an issue because of the extra housing in the area and the 
resurfaced road encouraged drivers to travel at higher speeds. She 
hoped that Cllr Lower would take this matter up with the City 
Council.  
Cllr Lower confirmed that speed checks had been done and they 
had not been excessive and the road did not fit the criteria for a 
weight restriction. She agreed that reducing speeds and traffic 
calming measures such as pinch points would slow vehicles down 
but the low numbers of vehicles using the road was an issue. She 
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would ask for another speed check and a local use check to be 
done.  
Dr Croney advised that she would continue to pursue this with the 
City Council, and also asked about having litter signs erected 
following the removal of the litterbin at the end of her road. Cllr 
Lower suggested that Urban Green might put a litterbin at that 
location and agreed to raise these two matters with the City Council. 
   

 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Lower 
 

324. Minutes of previous meeting 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council 
held on 17 March 2021 be agreed as a true record. 
 

 
 
Clerk 
 

325. Matters Arising 

• Minute No.289 – the broken kerbstones were still being 
reviewed by NCC. 

• Minute No.311 – tree roots remained a widespread problem. 
Cllr Lower advised that the NCC tree strategy was being 
considered at a Scrutiny meeting the following day and she 
would be seeking answers on the policy for dealing with this 
problem. Members also asked that she pursue the PC’s tree 
planting programme on their behalf.  

• Minute No.311 – one gulley had been repaired at Coach 
Lane but the traffic speed sign outside 1, Cochrane Terrace 
was still not working.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Lower  
 

326. Village Projects 
Regarding the interactive speed sign, Cllr Lower reported that Great 
Park had had to take out a costly maintenance contract and the 
signs were not reliable. She would send on the figures for this when 
she got them. Cllr Wood suggested that the order be held off until 
this information was available. In the meantime, he would meet with 
an officer from NCC to identify the best location, which would then 
need to be finalised with Sarah Gardner. He would also speak to the 
officer about progressing other items on the list, such as the light at 
the bus stop and the seat repairs and report back to the next 
meeting. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Wood 
 

327. Members Items of Concern 
Cllr Porter – had received complaints about the fence at the bottom 
of the football field which was now just lying on the ground. She had 
also received a complaint about the noise at Steve Smith’s shooting 
ground. However, she had discovered that there was another 
shooting range at Horton Grange in Northumberland and it was 
suspected that this was where the excessive noise was coming 
from, as Steve Smith’s had been operating for many years without 
issue. She had directed the resident to the Horton Grange operation.  
Cllr Lower advised that the fence issue could be raised with Su 
Cumming when she attended the next meeting to see if there was 
any suitable funding for it.   
   
Cllr Clarke – the dog fouling piece had been posted on social media 
following the last meeting and members noted that there would be a 
paragraph in the next newsletter on the topic. Members discussed 
appropriate places to put signs on dedicated posts at the recreation 
field, following the advice which had been received from NCC about 
what could and couldn’t be done. These were identified as one at 
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the entrance from Main Rd, one at the entrance from Sheraton Park, 
one at the entrance from Sycamore Avenue and one coming into the 
field from the public footpath at the east end kissing gate. 
Cllr Thompson – reported that the cricket club at Bullocksteads 
sports ground was being relocated to Brunswick recreation ground 
and would take over the existing football pitches once the club was 
relocated.  
 

328. Correspondence 
A couple of queries from residents had been dealt with. Cllr Lower 
reported that she had information to send to the Clerk regarding 
concerns about the sale of foodstuffs from community buildings 
without proper food hygiene standards being in place.  

 
 
 
 
Cllr Lower 
 

329. Planning Applications 
None had been received.  
 

 

330. Neighbourhood Plan 
Cllr Wood reported that the Draft Neighbourhood Plan had now been 
completed and was with Newcastle City Council for them to 
undertake the appropriate health-checking of the document, along 
with a screening assessment. The Draft Plan had been circulated to 
all PC members. Members thanked Cllr Wood and the NP Sub 
group for their efforts on the document, which was felt to be very 
impressive. Dinnington was the first Parish Council in the Newcastle 
area to get to this stage. Cllr Lower asked if she could receive a 
copy.  
 

 

331. Updates 
Cllr Wood reported as follows:- 
 
Persimmon Homes – had sold 105 plots, 27 were reserved and 27 
plots currently for sale. 
 
Village Hall – all groups were keen to start up again. This would 
probably be after 17 May for most of them. Jelltots and Leanne 
Dance class were already taking place.  
 
Newsletter – given the effects of covid, there had not been a great 
deal to report in the newsletter, and the usual style had therefore 
been retained for this issue, though it could be made bigger in future 
if needed. It was now just about complete for the printers. The Chair 
would deliver the outlying premises in the Parish from the spares.  
 
Northumbria in Bloom – Summer Front Garden Competition – in 
lieu of not formally entering the competition this year and to add 
some interest from the community, a best front garden competition 
would be held this year. This will be judged by a walk around the 
village during week commencing 19 July and a prize of £100 would 
be awarded to the winner with two runners up of £50. There could 
even be an award cup.  
 
Library – the volunteers were looking again at the ongoing risks to 
their own volunteers and members and assessing the situation for 
resuming after 17 May, when the next phase of opening up was 
allowed. 
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Allotments – the Chair and Cllr Wood had met with John Renton 
the current tenant of the Pleasure Grounds and brought him up to 
date with the proposals to change the field into new allotments in the 
near future. The north west corner of the field was very wet and 
needed draining. However, the ditches close by were full of water 
and could not be used to drain the area.  
 
The best solution would be to use the excess soil which would have 
to be removed to form a car park and a central access road to raise 
up the low area out of the wet. In order to keep the field in a good 
state until matters could progress further, it had been agreed with 
the tenant, subject to PC approval, to allow him to use the field for 
another hay crop this year in exchange for him ploughing the field 
ready for allotments at the end of the year for free. Members agreed 
this approach.  
 
Dinnington Surgery - Nothing to report 
 
 

332. Reports 
There were no matters to report. 

 
 
 

333. Financial Matters         

333.1 Invoices 
Members approved payment of the following invoice presented at 
the meeting:- 
 
K. Hadfield    Mar Salary & exp       £233.63         200150 

NALC                 Annual subs                £382.99        200151 
TP Jones           Payroll                         £57.60            200152 
R. Thompson   Community awards      £60.00            200153 
 
The Clerk had circulated the final accounts. These would form the 
basis of the annual governance and return to the auditors.  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

334. Items for April Agenda 

• May meeting venue to be confirmed 
 

 
 

335. Date of Next Meeting 
Wednesday 19 May 2021 at 7.00 pm. This would be the annual 
Parish meeting, followed by the annual meeting of the Parish 
Council.  
 

 

336. Conclusion of Meeting  
The meeting closed at 8.37 pm. 

 

 
CHAIR…………………………………….. 
DATE……………………………………… 


