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Minutes of a Meeting of Dinnington Parish Council held on Wednesday 16 March 2022 at 7.00 pm 
 

Members Present: Cllrs A. Dellow, G. McKenna, S. Phelps, J. Porter, R. Thompson, M. Wood.  
Cllrs T. Campion, H. Laverick (Newcastle City Council) 
 
 Three members of the public were present. 
 

Minute 
No. 

Agenda Item Action required 

163. Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from Cllr Hitchenes. 
 

 
 

164. Declarations of Interest 
The Chair reminded members to declare any interests as they 
arose. 
 

 

165. Police Report 
The link to the Police website where local crime data could be 
accessed had been sent to members. 
 

 
 
 

166. Public Forum 
A member of the public raised concerns about:- 

• Potholes outside his house 

• The need for a speed sign on Main Road 

• Drugs being sold from residential properties  
Members understood the concerns and referred to efforts which 
continued to be made with the City Council, where the responsibility 
for highways lay, and the resident was encouraged to report issues 
through Envirocall as this was the only way to get matters actioned. 
The existing camera was currently collecting data on vehicle speed 
and the City Council was currently investigating the potential for “low 
traffic neighbourhoods” in the village.  Any criminal action should be 
reported to the Police. 
 
Another member of the public commented on the speed of farm 
vehicles coming through the village and the 42a bus service which 
was no longer coming through the village. Cllr Campion confirmed 
that the funding for the service had been lost for the next six months 
at least. However, he would be maintaining pressure to have it 
reinstated. Cllr Phelps reported that this would also be picked up 
with Nexus by the Airport as it had removed a direct public transport 
link.  
It was suggested that some information be included in the next 
newsletter about how to complain to the bus company, which 
members supported. This would also be included in the next City 
Councillors’ newsletter.  

 



 

Draft minutes subject to approval 

 
    2 
 
 

Another member of the public raised the location of the Anita Lower 
memorial bench. This would be discussed with Philip Lower very 
soon.  
 

167. Minutes of previous meeting 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council 
held on 16 February 2022 be agreed as a true record. 
 

 
 
Clerk 
 

168. Matters Arising 

• Cllr Laverick advised that the Police could be requested to 
attend a meeting but they would not come unless specifically 
asked. She would raise this with the Community Beat officer 
Dave Icken and ask if he could attend the next meeting in 
view of residents’ concerns 

• Cllr Laverick had raised the hedge at the entrance to East 
Acres with the agent and it had been cut back, though it was 
not clear who by.   

• Cllr Laverick had emailed today re Speedwatch and would 
report back once she had received a response. 

• Regarding the damaged seat at the junction of Main Road 
and Sandy Lane, NCC had quoted 1392.65 (excluding VAT). 
Members agreed that this should be progressed.  

• The tree survey was now complete and a number of areas 
identified for possible replacements. There may be some 
funding available from NCC for this. Cllr Wood would speak 
to Alison McLeod about this.  

• The dementia bungalows were being refurbished and would 
be occupied soon.  

• Speed sign brightness – Cllr Wood had discussed it with 
Richard Fothergill, NCC and he had contacted the 
manufacturer. A reply was awaited.  

• Further speed sign at the Old Vicarage - NCC had reviewed 
speed data for Horton Grange Road leading to Dinnington 
Village, which was based on the 
satellite navigation systems found in vehicles.  This showed 
that the average speed of vehicles travelling northbound was 
28.5mph and southbound was 27.5mph.  NCC had also 
reviewed the accidents in this location and in the last 5 years 
there have been no reported personal injury accidents. As the 
road had a good road safety record, NCC would not look to 
introduce additional measures at this time.  However, 
they would continue to monitor the situation, but suggested 
that if vehicles are observed to be travelling at speed this 
should be reported to Northumbria Police for their 
investigation and any enforcement action. Due to this, they 
did not consider speed indicator signs necessary. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Laverick 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Wood 
 
 
 
Cllr Wood 
 
 

169. HM the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Event 
The Church would be holding its annual fayre on Saturday 4 June 
2pm-4pm and the event would include a jubilee celebration and a 
display. Details were still to be finalised. There was no funding 
available from the City Council.  
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170. Christmas Trees  
Cllr Porter confirmed that she was happy to arrange the two trees 
again for 2022 but it was essential to have someone who could put 
them up and keep an eye on them, and there should be something 
in the next newsletter to find a volunteer for this. She would try and 
establish who had arranged for the tree at Sheraton Park. Members 
discussed whether there was scope for a tree in the centre of the 
village in future years. However, for this year, the plan was for a 10’ 
tree and good quality lights.  
   

 

171. Meeting of the 6 Local Councils in Newcastle         
Members were asked to raise any potential agenda items with the 
Clerk, and this would be on the next agenda.  
                      

 
Clerk 

172. Substitute Member for Airport Consultative Committee        
It was agreed that this should be Cllr McKenna.  
  

 
Clerk 

173. Village Projects 
 
Electronic Traffic Speed signs in the Village  
NCC had confirmed they were intending to replace it, but were 
awaiting replacement costs and internal approvals, before a date 
could be firmed up, plus deciding on whether to utilise the existing 
sign or replace it with a new stand-alone one. 
NCC were initially progressing ordering one sign to the east of the 
access roads, (north side) to the new housing developments. They 
were awaiting costs from SSE for a permanent electrical supply. 
They intended to mount it on a lamp post and would provide 
timescales for installing this in due course. 
 
Anita Lower dedication seat 
The additional Anita Lower dedication seat beside the stone planters 
adjacent Fenwick Cottage. The seat had been delivered to NCC and 
should be installed in the next couple of weeks. 
 
Tree replacement and maintenance programme 
The survey was now complete. 
 
A new village map 
Awaiting Persimmon completion, before proceeding. 
 
Additional litterbins 
Awaiting Bin survey of the whole NCC area, before this would be 
resolved. 
 
Money towards New play park equipment in recreation ground, 
an additional footpath in recreation ground, between Sycamore 
Ave and Sheraton Park adjacent to the school 
One additional bin adjacent the Sheraton Park entrance had been 
added to the list of litter bins review, which needed to be completed 
by 25 March. NCC were looking to start new installs early April. 
NCC were to fill in the potholes in the main track through the park 
and erect the dog fouling sign, hopefully before next meeting. 
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Development of field adjacent to the allotments known as the 
Pleasure Grounds to facilitate additional Allotments 
Northumbria University had dug the trial holes on site and had sent 
off the samples to the lab for testing. They were awaiting the results, 
but visually the soil looked fine and did not show any problems. The 
site was still very wet towards the lower northern half. 
Alison Macleod was liaising with NCC drainage dept to come and 
give some advice regarding the high water table at the low end and 
the levels of water in the drainage channels in the adjoining field. 
  
Matt Storey had organised the delegated decision to release the 
S106 money early to enable orders to be placed for the 
topographical survey, Preliminary Environmental appraisal, 
Ecological data record search, Design fees and the soil testing. 
  
Possible additional grass cuts 
If the need arises. 
 
Improvements to Footpath down to Big Waters 
NWL have confirmed their requirements on the shared access 
sections down to the pumping station. 
  
NCC structures had a brief look at widening the bridge. Still using 
the original structure and foundations, their estimates were in the 
order of £40k. Members agreed that this was not cost effective.  
  

174. Updates 
 
Persimmon Homes - they had 7 plots for sale, 5 plots reserved and 
152 plots completed / occupied. 
 
Village Hall – the memorial hall was booked for the election on 5 
May, and lots of children’s parties were booked.  
 
Allotments – the soil sampling had been done. The next invoice for 
the rent was due soon. 
  
Newsletter – items for the next edition to the next meeting. 
Information on the bus service would be included.  
  
Library - Nothing to report 
  
Northumbria in Bloom/Adopt a Planter - Nothing to report. 
  
Dinnington Surgery - A letter had been sent as requested, setting 
out the PC’s support for the project to submit as part of the PID.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

175. Financial Matters 
Members approved payment of the following invoice presented at 
the meeting:- 
 

K. Hadfield Salary (Feb 
2022)  

16.03.22 
£170.03 

200194 
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HMRC PAYE 16.03.22 £339.60 200195 

Zurich 
Municipal 

Insurance 
Premium 

16.03.22 
£498.40 

200196 

RW Lynn Allotment 
Gate 

16.03.22 
£186.00 

200197 

 
The end of year budget monitoring report had been circulated 
showing spend against each budget line. There were one or two 
small areas of over expenditure but nothing of concern. The majority 
of areas were within budget.  
Members agreed the CIL spending report for submission to the City 
Council and publication on the PC’s website.   
 

176. Members Items of Concern 
 
Cllr Porter – the tree at East Acres which was leaning dangerously 
against another tree had been reported a month ago and nothing 
done. Cllr Laverick would pick this up.  
 
Cllr Phelps – there was a tree down at Havannah Nature Reserve 
and the footpath at Ash Avenue was in a very poor state. Cllr 
McKenna reported that he had raised this at the last meeting and the 
path had been marked up for work.  
 
Cllr Wood - the Hartley Court fence bordering the recreation ground 
car park had still not been repaired. Cllr Laverick had reported this to 
YHN repairs but they had a huge backlog to get through and were 
short of staff. Cllr Woods asked if this could be chased up.  
 

 
 
 
Cllr Laverick 
 
 
 
Cllr Laverick 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Laverick 

177. City Councillors’ Report 
This would be emailed to members given the time.  
 

 

178. Neighbourhood Plan 
Cllr Wood had had a Zoom meeting with the consultant and Luke 
Waterstone ( NCC ) to discuss how to progress with the final 
consultation and the statutory consultees list had been received from 
NCC. 
  
The following now needed to be done :- 
  
The PC needed to produce an A5 leaflet to circulate to everyone in 
the parish, produce a Press release, contact all the Statutory 
Consultees, put the final draft plan on the website and contact non-
residents in advance of the 8 week Consultation period. The PC 
needed to hold an event in the VH towards the beginning of the 
consultation period to allow people to give any views during the 
remaining consultation period. Copies of the Plan had to be printed 
for the event together with some large-scale drawings for people to 
look at, etc. 
  
The main dates therefore were: - 
  
Consultation period from 18 April until 9 June. 
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Event in MI hall on Sat 23 April, say 10.00 until 2.00. 
 
Members agreed this approach and activity. 
 

179. Planning Applications 
None to consider. 
 

 

180. Reports 
Cllr Phelps would circulate the minutes of the last Airport meeting 
when he received them.  
 

 

181. Correspondence 
A response had been received from the Chair of Governors at 
Dinnington Primary and a positive response would be sent by the 
Clerk. 
 

 
 
Clerk 

182. Items for March Agenda  
HM Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
Meeting of the 6 Local Councils in Newcastle         
 

 
 

183. Date of Next Meeting 
Wednesday 20 April 2022 at 7.00 pm.  
 

 

184. Conclusion of Meeting  
The meeting closed at 9.02 pm. 

 

 
 

.  
CHAIR…………………………………….. 

 
DATE……………………………………… 

 
  
  
  
  
  


