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Minutes of a Meeting of Dinnington Parish Council held on Wednesday 20 April 2022 at 7.00 pm 
 

Members Present: Cllrs A. Dellow, J. Porter, R. Thompson, M. Wood.  
Cllrs A. Avaei, T. Campion, H. Laverick (Newcastle City Council) 
 
 Two members of the public were present. 
 

Minute 
No. 

Agenda Item Action required 

185. Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from Cllr Hitchenes. Phelps and McKenna.  
 

 
 

186. Declarations of Interest 
The Chair reminded members to declare any interests as they 
arose. 
 

 

187. Police Report 
An invite would be sent to Dave Icken in future. A mobile number for 
him was requested.  
 

 
Clerk 
 

188. Public Forum 
A member of the public asked for an update about jubilee events in 
the village and about plans for the doctors’ surgery. Cllr Wood 
advised that a project initiation document was being prepared for the 
surgery to progress the development of a new surgery and planning 
permission on the existing site. Funding was in place, and the 
project could take around 18 months to complete. The plans for the 
jubilee were related.  
 
Another member of the public asked about:- 

• Lighting plans for the play park upgrade. 

• The PC website needed further updates.  

• A more proactive approach regarding communications with 
the village. A lot of good work was being done by the PC but 
the general population wasn’t really aware of it, for example, 
there had been no information about when the xmas lights 
competition was being judged. The methodology behind the 
judging was explained but it was noted that it would be 
helpful to residents to decide this well in advance as some 
people took decorations down early.  

  

 

189. Minutes of previous meeting 
It was noted, regarding Minute no.170, that someone had been 
identified to put the trees up. It was only someone to monitor them 
that was needed. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council 
held on 16 March 2022 be agreed as a true record subject to the 
above clarification. 
 

190. Matters Arising 

• The Chair checked that the potholes at Horton Crescent had 
been reported and advised that he had spoken to Ian Ireland 
regarding the tractors on March Terrace. Cllr Campion 
confirmed that he had. 

• Cllr Porter asked that something be put on Facebook 
regarding the 42A bus service. 

• Cllr Laverick reported that she would send Cllr McKenna the 
contact details for the speedwatch contact so he could 
approach the people who were interested in volunteering.  

• Cllr Avaei would establish the plans for the dementia 
bungalows.  

• Cllr Wood reported that the interactive speed sign was 
running too brightly and consequently running the solar 
battery down quickly. The sign could be dimmed and along 
with other issues should be dealt with next month. 

• Cllr Porter reported that she was still waiting for details of the 
contact at Sheraton Park  

• There was still a huge backlog of tree work to get through but 
the Hartley Court fence had been done.  The Chair reported 
that the fence next to the dementia bungalows was also down 
and this was not YHN’s responsibility. Cllr Laverick would 
investigate.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Laverick 
 
Cllr Avaei 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Laverick 

191. HM the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Event 
Cllr Porter reported that the event would be incorporated into the 
annual church fayre on Saturday 4 June 2pm-4pm with a cake stall 
and a bake off competition. In the memorial hall there would be a 
display about the history of the village from the 50s, a book stall and 
other stalls and children’s games. It was suggested a photography 
competition could be held – Cllr Porter to speak to Joanne further 
about this. 
The Club was also doing a big event on the Sunday and they had 
been given permission to use the Park., with an event at the Club on 
the Saturday.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Porter 

192. Meeting of the 6 Local Councils in Newcastle         
Members were asked to raise any potential agenda items with the 
Clerk, and this would be on the next agenda.  
                      

 
Clerk 

193. Village Projects 
 
Additional Public seats 
The Anita Lower dedication seat beside the stone planters adjacent 
Fenwick Cottage had been installed and painted. The wording for 
the dedication plaque now needed to be agreed and ordered. The 
replacement seat at the junction of Sandy Lane and Main road had 
been ordered and the concrete base should be installed next week. 
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Tree replacement and maintenance programme 
Cllr McKenna had completed the survey and it would be forwarded 
to Alison Macleod for uploading to NCC data base for possible tree 
replacements, if NCC funding became available, going forward. 
 
A new village map 
Awaiting Persimmon completion, before proceeding. 
 
Additional litterbins 
Awaiting results of bin survey of the whole NCC area, before this 
was resolved. 
 
Possible additional grass cuts 
If the need arises. 
  
Money towards New play park equipment in recreation ground, 
an additional footpath in recreation ground, between Sycamore 
Ave and Sheraton Park adjacent to the school 
The design team met on site last Wednesday at the recreation 
ground to discuss the play park area. They were to check out the 
Great Park and a few other local parks over the next few weeks and 
come up with 3 initial designs. NCC would then consult with the PC, 
other local groups and residents for feedback, before coming up with 
a final design which would then be signed off by NCC. 
  
The work to fill in the Potholes in the main track and erecting the dog 
fouling signs had been added to the council’s in-house work lists and 
should be done within a month. The additional bin adjacent the 
Sheraton Park should be installed next week. 
  
A further quote for the footpath between Sycamore Ave and the 
school entrance was awaited, before the work could be progressed 
on site and a further additional bin located on it at the Sycamore Ave 
entrance. 
  
Electronic Traffic Speed signs in the Village  
NCC were initially progressing ordering one sign (financed by 
Bellway) on Front Street to the East of the new housing 
developments access roads, (north side). They intended to mount it 
on a lamp post and timescales for installing this would be provided in 
due course. 
Additionally, NCC had funds themselves for an additional sign 
opposite this facing east into the village. It's in a difficult position for 
a solar panel and they had asked if the PC would be willing to fund a 
permanent electricity supply for it. This would cost £5000. Members 
agreed to support this.  
  

194. Updates 
 
Persimmon - They had 3 plots for sale, 18 plots reserved and 153 
plots legally completed / occupied.  
 
Village Hall – a dog training class was starting on Friday as a trial. 
Bookings were very busy. New LED lighting had been installed.   
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Development of field adjacent to the allotments known as the 
Pleasure Grounds to facilitate additional Allotments - the soil 
analysis report had been completed and showed there were no 
issues. Alison Macleod was liaising with NCC drainage dept to 
provide some advice regarding the high water table at the low end 
and the levels of water in the drainage channels in the adjoining 
field. 
  
The Topographical survey had been completed and the finished site 
plan was now with NCC. NCC Ecologist would carry out the Ecology 
survey work at the beginning of June 
 
Allotments - The new secretary was happy to receive queries direct 
and Cllr Porter would provide his number. 
 
Improvements to Footpath down to Big Waters 
Nothing further to report at the moment.  
  
Newsletter – information would be included on the garden 
competition and the judging which would take place w/c 18 July, with 
prizes of £100, £50 and £25.     
 
Website - some updates had been done by Cllr Wood. 
  
Library - Nothing to report 
  
Northumbria in Bloom/Adopt a Planter - Nothing to report. 
  
Dinnington Surgery –  They were proceeding with finalising their 
PID document. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Porter  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

195. Financial Matters 
Members approved payment of the following invoice presented at 
the meeting:- 
 
  

K. Hadfield Salary and 
expenses (Mar 
2022)  

20.04.22 
£279.69 

200198 

NALC Annual 
Subscription 

20.04.22 
£391.59 

200199 

TP Jones Payroll 20.04.22 £57.60 200200 

Newcastle 
City 
Council 

New bench 
installation Main 
Street 

04.04.22 
£1061.65 

Paid by 
BACS 

  
 

 

196. Members Items of Concern 
 
Cllr Dellow – there had been some complaints about the grass not 
being cut but it had started that day. It had also been noted that men 
had been looking at trees in the village. This was probably just a 
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condition survey. Also, the seat outside the post office would 
eventually need some new timbers.  
 
Cllr Porter – the fence panels along the bottom the cut at Pine 
Avenue had actually now been taken away and the fence at the 
school bungalow had fallen down. It was noted that these areas both 
belonged to YHN. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Laverick 

197. City Councillors’ Report 
The City Council had not met since the last PC meeting and there 
was nothing to report. Cllr Campion was standing for re-election in 
May.   
 

 

198. Neighbourhood Plan 
The Public Consultation activity was underway. The A5 Consultation 
leaflet had been printed and delivered and was on Facebook. 8 No 
copies of the Draft Neighbourhood Plan had been printed for use at 
the event and 2 in the library for reference. The NP, the leaflet and 
NCC screening report were on the website. The Statutory 
consultees had been notified and the non-residents with business 
interests in the village notified. Thanks were expressed to the 
members of the PC who had been members of the Steering Group 
for their work.  
 

 
 

199. Planning Applications 
None to consider. 
 

 

200. Reports 
A code of conduct briefing from NCC’s Standards Committee and 
guidance on use of social media had been circulated.   
 

 

201. Correspondence 
Nothing of note. 

 
 
 

202. Items for May Agenda  
This was the annual meeting and annual parish meeting. 
Meeting of the 6 Local Councils in Newcastle         
 

 
 

203. Date of Next Meeting 
Wednesday 18 May 2022 at 7.00 pm.  
 

 

204. Conclusion of Meeting  
The meeting closed at 8.40 pm. 

 

 
 

.  
CHAIR…………………………………….. 

 
DATE……………………………………… 

 
  
   
  


