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Minutes of a meeting of Dinnington Parish Council held on Wednesday 15 June 2022 at 7.00 pm 
 

Members Present: Cllrs A. Dellow, G. McKenna, S. Phelps, J. Porter, R. Thompson, M. Wood.  
Cllrs A. Avaei, T. Campion, H. Laverick (Newcastle City Council) 
 
 

Minute 
No. 

Agenda Item Action 
required 

23. Apologies for Absence   
Cllr Hitchenes and Karon Hadfield ( Cllr McKenna agreed to take the minutes in 
her absence) 
                                                                                                          

 

24. Declarations of Interest 
The Chair reminded members to declare any interests as they arose. 
 

 

25. Police Report 
None 

 

26. Public Forum 
No public were present. 

 

27. Minutes of previous meeting 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the annual meeting of the Parish Council held 
on 18 May 2022 be agreed as a true record. 
 
Matters Arising 
 

• Cllr Avaei confirmed that the state of the path adjacent 22, Mitford Way 
had been reported to NCC. 

• Subsidence in the road adjacent to 2 East Acres – Cllr Laverick 
confirmed this had been reported to NCC 

 
 

 
 
Clerk 
 

28. Queen’s Jubilee Event Feedback 
 
It was generally agreed that events held in the village over the weekend had 
went well and feedback was positive. 
 
The Strawberry Fair held at the Village Hall was well attended and was greatly 
appreciated, although it was felt the bake off participation was disappointing. 
 
Dinnington Club events went particularly well and raised a lot of money for 
charity. The event at the Old Bowling Green was well organized, well attended 
and the area was nicely tidied up afterwards. 

 
Action: Clerk to send letter of praise to Dinnington Social Club on behalf of the 
Parish Council.  

  

 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

29. Meeting of the 6 Local Councils in Newcastle          
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No agenda items as yet. Cllr Porter suggested that this meeting would be better 
face to face. 

 

30. Village Projects 
 
Additional Public seats - The replacement seat at the junction of Sandy Lane 

and Main road has not arrived yet from the manufacturers, but it is expected 

around now. NCC will install it as soon as it does. 

Cllr Phelps to obtain two quotes for Anita’s plaque. 

Tree replacement and maintenance programme - One of the new trees at 

the south entrance to the village may have died and should be reported to NCC 

to look at it and if necessary, replacement. Cllr McKenna would follow this up 

with NCC. 

A new village map - Awaiting Persimmon completion, before proceeding. 

Additional litterbins - Cllr Campion confirmed that NCC had recently 

concluded their litter bin survey. He would therefore pursue our request for 

additional bins in the village. 

Possible additional grass cuts - If the need arises. 

Money towards New play park equipment in recreation ground, an 

additional footpath in recreation ground, between Sycamore Ave and 

Sheraton Park adjacent to the school 

NCC have continued with their consultation on the New Play park equipment 

and layout following their presentation to the PC last month. They have visited 

Scouts, Beavers and Brownies. They have contacted the school to talk to the 

pupils and the school have asked them to attend their council meeting on 12 

July and attend a school family fun day on 13 July. They are planning to do a 

drop-in at the park 1 evening w/c 4 July and to speak to parents when collecting 

children from school in the near future. 

The majority of the work to fill in the Potholes in the main track has now been 

carried out and the 3 dog fouling signs should be erected this week. 

NCC have confirmed they will construct the footpath between Sycamore Ave 

and the school entrance within the next 8 to 12 weeks. A further additional bin 

can then be located on the path at the Sycamore Ave entrance.  

 

A new lockable bollard is needed at the main entrance to replace the original 

one, which has gone missing to prevent vehicles entering the recreation ground 

– Cllr Wood to follow this up 

 

It was noted in the meeting that repairs to the footpath including timber edging 

and gravel had been carried out at the Sycamore Ave entrance, which was 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Phelps 
 
 
 
Cllr 
McKenna 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Campion 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Wood 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Wood 
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somewhat annoying as this would be a complete waste of money by the council 

considering that the path is due to be extended and also showed a lack of 

coordination by NCC. Cllr Wood agreed to take this up with NCC 

Improvements to Footpath down to Big Waters - Allison Macleod has sent a 

site plan out to Cllr Thompson who has kindly returned it with the adjacent 

landowners details to assist her with contacting them to progress the scheme. A 

RIBA Stage 2 report is being progressed and a schedule of rates being sought 

for footpath improvements and ancillary items (signage, kissing gates, seating 

etc). 

Electronic Traffic Speed signs in the Village - NCC have ordered the new 

sign adj 1, Cochrane Terrace and it should be installed within 2 months. 

PC sign on Prestwick Rd - TWC have taken the sign away, corrected the 

firmware, reduced the brightness and altered the messaging to improve the 

battery life going forward. The sign has been re-installed and is now working 

correctly. 

NCC are now going to fit both east and west signs on Front Street on the North 

side of the road, so they no longer require a separate electrical supply. NCC 

staff working on this are currently on holiday, so we will get an update on 

progress next month. 

 

 
 
 
Cllr Wood 

31. Updates 
 
Persimmon Homes - They have 1 plot for sale, 15 plots reserved and 158 

plots legally completed / occupied. 

Village Hall - table top sale starting in July 2022 and an exhibition of pictures 

will start in September 2022. 

Newsletter - There was a discussion about sending out an Autumn/Sept 

Newsletter this year and it was agreed to wait until next year to commence this 

Library - Nothing to report 

Northumbria in Bloom/Adopt a Planter - Nothing to report. 

Development of field adjacent to the allotments known as the Pleasure 

Grounds to facilitate additional Allotments - The full soil testing report has 

now been forwarded to the Parish Council and NCC have advised there are no 

problems. Allison Macleod asked the Parish Council to confirm that it would 

accept its findings. It was agreed in the meeting to accept the report findings. 

The Ecology survey is scheduled for w/c 20th June. 

The previous tenant wants to cut the hay in the field. Cllr Porter agreed to 

contact Allison Macleod to ascertain if this was ok, in view of the upcoming 

Ecology Survey 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Porter 
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Allison Macleod has had further discussions internally with NCC Flood 

Management team, who have advised her that they prefer Landowners to 

discuss problems with neighbouring landowners in the first instance to resolve 

cleaning watercourses etc, before resorting to issuing notices and she 

recommended that the Parish Council pursue this first with the owners of the 

neighbouring land. 

Website - Nothing to report 

Dinnington Surgery – Cllr Wood attended a Primary Care Applications 

Working Group on 31 May via Teams by Northumberland County Council, 

where they discussed supporting the new Doctors Surgery in Dinnington. The 

attendees were Cllrs from Northumberland CC, Northumberland CCG, and 

Northumbria Primary Care Trust. 

He had confirmed that the PC was in agreement with the doctors plans and that 

the PC had been campaigning for a number of years to get a new health centre 

in the village. The Parish Council was in favour of the proposal. The meeting 

went very well and everyone was very supportive. Sam Davidson, Northumbria 

Primary Care Trust confirmed it was the doctors’ intention to be open 5 Days / 

week in due course as numbers increase with a dedicated GP team. They 

hoped to incorporate a Pharmacy into their plan. 

Cllr Avaei reported that agreement in principle had been achieved in relation to 

doctors’ surgery, transfer of land and planning. Sufficient consulting rooms will 

be available to allow the surgery to operate 5 days a week (it may operate for 

fewer days to begin with until patient numbers are known), there will definitely 

be room for a pharmacy on the site, construction will take 18 months from the 

start of the build. 

 

 
 
 

32.1 Financial Matters 
Members approved payment of the following invoice presented at the meeting:- 
 

K. Hadfield Salary (May 2022)  15.06.22 £179.12 200206 

HMRC PAYE 15.06.22 £393.20 200207 

L. Edwards Audit fee 15.06.22 £100.00 200208 

T. Taylor Plants 15.06.22 £60.00 200209 

C. Pawlett Plants 15.06.22 £89.00 200210 

I Cant Plants 15.06.22 £23.00 200211 

T. Laidler Plants 15.06.22 £30.58 200212 

 
 
   

 

32.2 Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2021-22 
Resolved that: 
(i) The report of the Internal Auditor be noted; 
(ii) the Annual Governance Statement be approved; 
(iii) the draft annual accounts for 2021-22 be approved; and 
(iv) the Accounting Statement and Explanation of Variances be 
approved. 
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33. Members Items of Concern 
 
Cllr McKenna: Trees removed from the north end Main Road. It was 

understood that this was due to diseased Ash trees potentially causing a safety 

risk, but no consultation took place and notification was not sent to Dinnington 

Parish Council or to the Ward Councillors. It is hoped that replacement trees will 

be planted in due course 

Action: Clerk to write to Newcastle City Council regarding lack of notification 

and to point out that several complaints have been made 

Cllr Dellow: The quality and frequency of grass cutting in Dinnington has been 

poor this year 

 

Cllr McKenna: Requested an update from Cllr Laverick in relation to the 

provision of speed recording devices and measures to deter drivers from using 

villages as “rat runs” Cllr Laverick will check the position and will report back. 

 

Cllr Phelps: Reported that flooding was still occurring adjacent the pond on the 

right of way up to Toft Hill and suggested that the raised walkway should be 

extended at this location. 

Cllr Wood: Reported that the hedge on the school path adjacent 23, Sycamore 

Ave was now so overgrown it can only be accessed by squeezing past in single 

file. This had been reported previously and now required urgent action. Cllr 

Laverick agreed to chase up/resolve with YHN 

Cllr Hitchenes: Although not at the meeting had requested the Ward Cllrs be 

asked in future to send an email response to the PC 1 week before the 

following meeting with answers to actions identified at the previous meeting.  

The Ward Cllrs agreed to this. He had also asked the ward councillors to follow 

up with the internal NCC Envirocall departments to see if there was any 

reporting done around timescales or throughput of jobs which are logged 

against roads, trees etc. rather than people just being issued with a number. 

The Ward Cllrs have emailed and reported the issue to NCC, but not had any 

response/answers yet. They have asked to have a joint walk around the village 

in the near future with NCC to show them the issues and have said they will 

contact the PC to join them.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Laverick 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Laverick 

34. City Councillors’ Report 
There were no matters to report.   
 

 

35. Neighbourhood Plan 
The consultation period finished on 10 June and a number of comments had 

come back. The only one of consequence was the necessary alteration to the 

Green Space LGS6 - Old school field to accommodate the new doctors’ 

surgery. All the responses needed to be considered to produce the final version 

of the plan. This would entail instructing the consultant to complete the final 2 

reports for submission to the council and assisting the PC to complete the 

finalisation of the plan. This will need committing the further £3000 in fees, 
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which had previously been agreed. Members agreed that they were happy to 

instruct the consultant to proceed. 

36. Planning Applications 
(1) 2017/0666/49/RES Site Location: Land at Cell A - Newcastle Great Park 

Brunton Lane, Newcastle Upon Tyne, Proposal: Reserved Matters 
Application for Phase 2 of Cell A relating to appearance, landscaping, layout 
and scale for the erection of 140 dwellings including 8 affordable with 
associated infrastructure to permission 2017/0666/01/DET dated 
04.09.2019 No comments 

(2) 2022/0853/01/HOU Site Location: Havannah House, Main Road, 
Dinnington, Newcastle Upon Tyne, NE13 7JJ Proposal: Erection of a 
double garage to front No comments 

 

 

37. Reports 
Airport meeting – Minutes to be sent to members, solar farm construction 

started on 14 June, water quality presentation given, the situation regarding the 

42A bus service is being monitored as it affects staff being able to get to work, 

Dorothy’s leaving gift was a pear tree. 

 

 
Cllr Phelps 

38. Correspondence 
None. 

 
 
 

39. Items for July Agenda  
 
Co-option of new Parish Councillor  
 
Consider writing formally to Chief Executive of Newcastle City Council about 

poor communications and slow progress. 

 
 

40. Date of Next Meeting 
Wednesday 20 July 2022 at 7.00 pm.  
 

 

 
 

.  
CHAIR…………………………………….. 

 
DATE……………………………………… 

  


