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Minutes of a meeting of Dinnington Parish Council held on Wednesday 16 November 2022 at 6.30 pm 
 

Members Present: Cllrs A. Dellow, P. Hitchenes, G. McKenna, S. Phelps, J. Porter, R. Thompson, J. 
Toward-Wright, M. Wood  
 
Cllr A. Avaei (Newcastle City Council) 
 
 

Minute 
No. 

Agenda Item Action required 

97. Apologies for Absence   
Cllrs Laverick and Campion (NCC). 
                                                                                                          

 

98. Declarations of Interest 
The Chair reminded members to declare any interests as they arose. 
 

 

99. Police Report 
Members had concerns about the data which was available through the 
crime rate website as this seemed to indicate that no crimes were being 
solved in Dinnington, that there were many more crimes taking place and 
the reports were presented in a very negative way. It was agreed that the 
Clerk would write to the Police and Crime Commissioner expressing these 
concerns. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

100. Minutes of previous meeting 
 RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 
26 October 2022 be agreed as a true record. 
 

 

101. Matters Arising 

• The tree at East Acres had been cut down  

• The hedge at 23 Sycamore Avenue had now been cut  

• There had been a few people attending the first Warmzone 
session. Flyers had been produced and the hall was registered 
with the Council.  

• Cllr Laverick’s update had been emailed before the meeting as she 
had submitted apologies, as follows: 
Stoves – these had been reported to Michel Terry at Newcastle 
City Council and were awaiting a response.   
 
Ash Avenue - pavement on Ash Avenue had been reported to Your 
local services. This had been reported on line with Reference 
number 60335095.  
 
Extra Bins - Your Local Services /Waste management and 
regulatory services had been emailed to ask the question regarding 
two new bins in the village. However, there had been no response 
as yet.  

  

 
 

102. Christmas Trees  
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It was agreed that three trees for the public areas of the village was 
sufficient. This would be on the agenda again for the next meeting.  
  

 
Clerk 
 

103. Clerk’s Report 
The Clerk reported back on a meeting with the Head of Democratic 
Services and the Elections Manager at the City Council. The report 
covered plans for the May 2023 elections and community governance 
reviews. A couple of the Newcastle parishes had requested the City 
Council to carry these out and the City Council had asked all other 
parishes to consider whether they also wished to have a review 
undertaken as there could be consequential impacts from those carried 
out. It was agreed that a request should not be made, whilst noting that 
the City Council could decide to carry one out regardless.  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

104. Village Projects 
 
Tree replacement and maintenance programme 
Detailed plans had been drawn up by NCC and would be verified by a 
walk around next week. 
  
A new village map 
Awaiting Persimmon completion, before proceeding. 
 
Additional litterbins 
Awaiting feedback from Cllr Laverick about whether additional bins could 
now be requested from NCC, before this could be resolved. 
 
Possible additional grass cuts 
If the need arises. 
 
Turn the area of the Old School Field remaining after construction of 
the Doctors into a small simple park. 
Following further discussions with NCC and due to volume of work at the 
moment NCC properties had asked if the PC could put the request in 
writing so they could consider it. Cllr Wood had sent an email outlining the 
PC’s preferences for the park. 
 
Chicanes at the South and North entrances to the village and 
reducing the speed limit to 20mph on Main Road. 
Cllr Wood had attended a meeting with Samantha Dyke at the Civic 
Centre to discuss the best options for the above. Initially there was 
reluctance to allow the PC to use its money to get works done on the 
highway. However, following explanation that this was S106 money 
specifically awarded for infrastructure improvements in the village and 
following consultation with Matt Storey, Samantha Dyke had since 
confirmed that S106 funding could be used to introduce a 20mph speed 
limit and associated traffic calming in the village. NCC would work up a 
basic design and a budget estimate and would then come back to the PC 
with some details so that a way forward could be agreed. 
 
A 20 mph limit could only be put in place if there were also physical traffic 
calming measures put in place. Because Dinnington was on a bus route 
any raised platforms (speed bumps) had to be individual and spaced so 
buses could drive astride them and not over them. Also, NCC preferred 
humps in the road more than chicanes, which they believed only worked 
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where traffic flows were relatively equal from both directions. Typically 
humps cost approx £1,500 - £2,000 per pair and they were placed every 
80m. 
 
Money towards New play park equipment in recreation ground, an 
additional footpath in recreation ground, between Sycamore Ave and 
Sheraton Park adjacent to the school 
The plan had been revised on the basis of discussions at the last PC 
meeting and was currently being priced by NCC. 
  
NCC had commenced extending the path from the school gate to 
Sycamore Ave entrance and would probably take another 2 or 3 weeks to 
complete. 
  
Improvements to Footpath down to Big Waters 
No progress 
  
Electronic Traffic Speed signs in the Village  
New signs on Front Street on the North side of the road. 
No progress, still delays in manufacturing. 
 

105. Updates 
 
Persimmon Homes - 11 plots were reserved, 175 plots legally completed 
/ occupied and 12 nearing completion. There were now less than 10 plots 
left to complete the development. 
 
Village Hall – the Northumberland Theatre Company was doing Wind in 
the Willows on 14 January 2023. Cllr Porter asked all members to show 
their support. The Dogs Trust classes were likely to start up again. 
  
Newsletter - the Newsletter draft was well advanced. The Xmas lights 
Competition would also be included. This would be judged week 
commencing 19 December and there would be a £100 prize for the winner 
and two runners up of £50.  
  
Library - Nothing to report 
 
Development of field adjacent to the allotments known as the 
Pleasure Grounds to facilitate additional Allotments - the Planning 
Submission was being progressed, probably early December now. 
Allison was liaising with NCC Ground Maintenance over an alternative 
price for hedge cutting with a smaller machine which would negate the 
need for wider access track to the perimeter. Cllr Porter reported that the 
Allotments Committee would pay for the hedge cutting on the old part of 
the allotments. The PC would pay for the new part of the allotments until 
they were handed over to the Allotments Committee on completion.  
  
Website - Nothing to report 
  
Dinnington Surgery - Some time had been lost resolving the 
incorporation of the pharmacy into the plans, but it was still hoped to 
continue discussions with NCC properties to purchase the land and 
the programme was to obtain planning permission in the next few months 
and hopefully complete the works by summer 2024.   
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106. Financial Matters 
The following payments were approved: 
 

K. Hadfield Salary (Oct 
2022) and 
expenses   

16.11.22 
£219.66 

200234 

J. Gray Plants 16.11.22 £25.19 200235 

Village Hall 
Management 
Committee 

Annual Subsidy 16.11.22 
£4,000.00 

200236 

S. Phelps Remembrance 
wreath 

16.11.22 
£15.00 

200237 

 
 

 

107. Members Items of Concern 
Cllr Porter reported that the Scots Pine had still not been cut back.  
 
Cllr Wood had been approached by a resident with concerns about the 
general state of the village.  
   

 
 

108. City Councillors’ Report 
Cllr Laverick’s update had been circulated to members.  
Cllr Avaei reported that a date for a follow up meeting with Nexus was 
awaited but Arriva were not engaging with the City Councillors at all. 
Members suggested that the City Council should seek sight of the contract 
which Arriva had with Nexus so that the penalties for not meeting the 
terms of the contract could be clear.  Nexus should be the ones being held 
to account by the public as they had contracts with Arriva and Go Ahead 
Northern.  
Members agreed that a temporary solution would be a link from the village 
to Kingston Park, which would also provide access to the metro.  
 
Cllr Avaei also reported on the budget position at the City Council. There 
was a shortfall of £23m currently and the Council Tax was expected to rise 
by 2.9%. Suggestions were being sought via consultation to achieve 
budgetary savings.   
 

 

109. Neighbourhood Plan 
Cllr Wood sent NCC the 2 months' notice of the PC’s intention to submit 
the final Submission version of the plan on 1 Nov, which meant it would be 
submitted to them on or shortly after 1 Jan 2023. 
  
NCC had acknowledged the Notice and had internally notified the relevant 
personnel in the Council’s democratic services team. Arrangements were 
being made for the publication and eventual examination and referendum. 
  
The consultant continued to liaise with NCC about the Final Submission 
version of the plan.  NCC had returned their updated SEA HRA report with 
appendices. 
  
The whole process was now 99% done, only awaiting a couple of updated 
maps and information to complete the Basic Conditions Statement 
document.  
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110. Planning Applications 
(1) 2022/1878/01/HOU Venture Farm, Venture Farm Horton Grange 

Road, Dinnington, Newcastle Upon Tyne, NE13 7AA Proposal: 
Erection of porch to front, single storey extension to side and rear, new 
patio area to front and rear and demolition of 2 no. outbuildings to side 
– No comments 

(2) 2019/0666/01/OUT at Land to the west of Brunton Lane, North of  
Brunton Bridge and east of Sunniside, Newcastle Upon Tyne – item 
for next agenda. 

 

 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 

111. Reports 
Cllr Phelps reported back on a recent Airport meeting. Committee 
members had received a tour of the control tower and the fire station. The 
Airport was investing in new scan technology which was expected to be 
completed by the summer. A new security area was also being developed 
which was due to be completed by summer 2024. Flights were back up to 
80%-90% of what they had been pre-Covid.  
 

 
 

112. Correspondence 
An email had been received from the City Council regarding the Boundary 
Commission for England Consultation on Revised Parliamentary 
constituencies. 
  

 

113. Items for November Agenda  

• Christmas Trees  

• 2019/0666/01/OUT at Land to the west of Brunton Lane, North of 
Brunton Bridge and east of Sunniside, Newcastle Upon Tyne 
 

 
 

114. Date of Next Meeting 
Wednesday 21 December 2022 at 6.30 pm.  
 

 

 
 CHAIR…………………………………….. 

 
DATE……………………………………… 

 
 
 

The meeting finished at 8.05 pm. 


