
 

 

FERINTOSH COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 APPROVED MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ONLINE ON WEDNESDAY 13 OCTOBER 2021  

MEMBERS: Adam Fletcher (co-opted this meeting), Karen Harcus (Chair), Emilia Leese, Alison Lowe 
(Treasurer), Alastair Macintyre, Iain McCallum, Bruce Morrison (Secretary), Aileen Wilson. 

ALSO PRESENT: Cllr Gordon Adam (part), 6 residents.  

APOLOGIES: Sally Falconer, PC John MacPherson, 1 resident. 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (to take no part in relevant discussions): Karen declared an interest in planning 
application 21/04324/PIP.  

MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES: (excluding actions carried out, carried forward and those 
considered later in the agenda):  

Safety concerns on core path (Access Officer and Bruce have agreed to pursue in November, THL willing to 
help).  

Overgrown access to Monadh Mor: Previous minute was ‘Resident can’t find volunteer support to clear 
path’. This gave the wrong impression of residents not being willing to volunteer. The more accurate picture is 
that if FLS had been willing to deal with the drainage situation then the local residents would certainly have 
been willing to have helped with keeping the access open.  

Tulloch Homes (THL) Glascairn Development: Karen reported back from the now regular monthly meetings 
(first Friday of the month) that THL is willing to consider helping with signage at the entry/exit to the woods.  
Reduced water pressure is being experienced by neighbours and THL will investigate. There was concern that 
the SUDS outlet pipe deviated from the agreed planned path down the road opposite but THL confirmed that 
it was as agreed with THC (who will sort the broken surfaces). Noise nuisance from reversing signals to be 
added to the next agenda. 

MINUTES: Last month’s minutes were approved (proposed by Emilia, seconded by Alison).  

CO-OPTING A COMMUNITY COUNCILLOR: Adam Fletcher has been both a co-opted and an associate 
community councillor with FCC for a number of years and has agreed, yet again, to become a co-opted 
community councillor. Adam was duly appointed by the elected community councillors (proposed by Karen, 
seconded by Bruce, all agreed). FCC now has a full complement of 9 community councillors. 

FINANCIAL REPORT: Alison reported just the one transaction this month which was £43.17 for three months’ 
Zoom subscriptions, leaving £4990.37 for projects.  

PLANNING /LICENSING MATTERS (only new information included): 

Objections Lodged:  

20/01084 /FUL: House and camping pods, 150m NE Grianan, Braes of Dunvournie (inappropriate scale and 
use of crofting land; road safety concerns). 

20/02232/FUL: Erection of two houses, 46m SW Drummondreach Steading, Alcaig (not brownfield). 

20/02674/PIP: House, 30m South of Dalshian, Alcaig: Object (sight lines). GRANTED. 
20/02989/FUL: Two agricultural buildings, 105m NE of Northwood, Urquhart, Alcaig: Object. GRANTED. 

21/01214/FUL: 67m to tip wind turbine, 2300m NW of Fannyfield House, Swordale, Evanton: REFUSED. 



 

 

Eight Acres applications have been granted and THC seems to have control over the implementation of the 
approved road safety measures prior to house occupation. 
 
Comments lodged: 

21/01624/FUL: Extension, garage, outbuilding, Willowbank, Brae of Kinkell: Comments lodged requesting that 
residents’ concerns should be considered for mitigation measures. 
21/02095/FUL: House, north of Lochside, Duncanston: Comment questioning fit with Hinterland Policy.  
 
Alleged Breaches of Conditions (new category approved at this meeting since FCC has a duty to report alleged 
breaches. Iain will begin regular contact with the appropriate THC enforcement officer): 
 
21/03549/PNO: Agricultural building, 270m SE of Woodhill, Brae of Balnabeen: Extra development? Reported 
but no feedback as yet. 
20/01531/FUL: Plot 1, 45m SE of Mulbuie Hall: No 1.2m pathway? Iain to contact case officer. 
 
New Applications:  
 
21/04135/FUL: 3 New Houses, 95m SE of Allandown, Allangrange Muir: No comment 
21/04324/PIP: New House, 165m S of Foxlea House, Highfield Park: Objection lodged (against Hinterland 
policy) within time and agreed at this meeting. 
21/04265/FUL: Change of Use, Steading to Residential, Balavil Farm: No comment 
21/04171/FUL: Extension to House, Findon Wood, Culbokie: No comment 
21/04330/PIP: Renewal of 18/00291/PIP, former Steading, Meikle Findon, Culbokie: No comment 
21/04592/PIP: House, SE of Holly Tree Cottage, Alcaig: new application just in so all CC’s contact Iain with 
comments. Emilia to circulate information on the definition of brownfield.  
 
ACTIVE PROJECTS: (Updates below on all FCC’s linkages but only if new information).  
 
Community Services: Two service requests have been submitted to THC to remove human faeces from the 

same site at the entrance to the Scottish Water depot. Alastair reported that this site has been a dumping 

ground for years, including the emptying of chemical toilets.  

Pothole Hunters: 17 volunteer residents have now come forward to act as ‘road inspectors’ for all our area’s 

C and U classified roads where potholes are significant. Detailed positional data will be completed and sent to 

THC in the first week of November. THC will then deploy the NuPhalt contractor for a week in this first trial to 

see whether this partnership of residents and THC can improve road surfaces in the FCC area.  

Ferintosh Community Bus (FCB): The ‘Wee Ferintosh Bus’ (the electric vehicle) is now operating the FCB 
service in the pilot for our FCC area. CSI Ross-shire has employed a dedicated driver, Frank Holmes, who is 
quickly getting to know our area. As an experienced driver with the Black Isle Community Car Scheme and a 
car mechanic to boot, we’re in very good hands. The ev seems to have settled in well replacing the diesel 
Sprinter and we’re now planning the final phase which is to install a charge point outside the Culbokie Spar 
shop at which point our local volunteer drivers will be able support journeys in the evenings and also 
weekends. New leaflets have been printed but not yet distributed to all households. Further marketing will be 
required to specific groups following a public launch once the complete service is in place. The charge point at 
the shop is to be a slow charger providing an overnight charge for the FCB. Rapid charge points are planned 
for the CCT development beside the shop.  
 



 

 

Email list: Up 25 to 718 (over 41% of voting residents).   

Black Isle Community Councils (BICC): Karen and Bruce attended an online meeting stimulated by Cllr Gordon 
Adam on how to formally enable greater local representative input into the deliberations of the Black Isle 
Area Committee (BIAC), a move that was welcomed by FCC.  A proposal to regularise the input of community 
councils (CC’s) through two representatives from the BICC representing all seven CC’s was rejected by all CC’s. 
All CC’s are insisting that the individual views of each CC are able to be heard on behalf of their own residents. 
A proposal is to be drawn up by THC for discussion that will enable all CCs’ residents to be consulted and 
views expressed to the BIAC on pan-Black Isle issues. Cllr Adam added that the BIAC would like to hear what 
are the main ‘topics of concern’ from communities with more funding becoming available at this more local 
level. With only three Highland Councillors on the BIAC, he sees the need for a wide source of input prior to 
decisions being taken.  

REPORTS (from public bodies and local organisations): 

Police Scotland: Written report was received with one incident. On the B9163 near Alcaig there was a one 
vehicle RTC (no person was with the vehicle) and enquires ongoing. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE and REQUESTS (please contact FCC on ferintoshcc30@gmail.com if you would like any 
further information on these items):  
 
Organisations: HTSI: organising workshops to develop a Highland response to the consultation on the 
National Care Service / notifying vacancies and opportunities / call for nominations for annual awards /events 
and trainings /cyberbullying training /other consultations (performance framework, fire service); Highland 
Licensing Board: consultation on its draft policy under the Gambling Act /consultation on sex entertainment 
venues; Royal British Legion Industries: Preparation for Remembrance 2021; HSCN: notice of 06/10 AGM 
(sent in apologies) / notifying members that NHS is planning to withdraw all its funding in March 2022; THC: 
asking to be informed of any planned bonfires; British Divers Marine Life Rescue: running a volunteer marine 
mammal rescue course (10/10); THC/NHS: weekly updates; Scottish Government: Resilient Communities 
workshop / Short Term Lets regulations consultation; THC/Cllr Fraser: report a problem through  
https://www.highland.gov.uk/report; Newsletters from SRA / EcoGreenCommunities/Scottish Community 
Alliance /Scottish Water /CCT; Neighbourhood Watch: new way of avoiding financial fraud: “Stop: Hang Up: 
Phone 159” /also details of checking lone policeman approach; Port of Cromarty Firth: Annual public meeting, 
Thursday 28 October, 6pm (Karen attending); BIP: received its submission into Rural Communities into Action 
fund to develop improved co-ordinated action across the Black Isle; CCT is to have the Culbokie Green handed 
over from THL and FCC has been invited to attend the event (Bruce will attend). 
 
Residents: Provided FCC with a link to the launch of a Dial -a -Bus service in Nairnshire; informed FCC of good 
progress towards establishing a safer crossing at the B9163 / A835 junction (Corntown to Conon). With the 
help of Kate Forbes office, they have secured a commitment from Transport Scotland to design a crossing. 
FCC congratulated the resident on the progress made after many, many years of lobbying; thanking Eilidh 
/FCC for great Noticeboard; about litter and antisocial behaviour around the bench behind the shop (Bruce 
organised residents’ meeting with CCT /shop tenants. Bench well used and to stay in place with residents 
generously agreeing to provide and maintain  a litter bin which is now installed); FCC’s noticeboard on shop 
wall (Bruce has tidied up old notices and shop tenants have kindly agreed to replace with new noticeboard); 
lack of consideration for horse users in Active Travel Route proposal (passed to CCT); thanked FCC for support 
of residents’ views in responding to a planning application; concerned about the tactics deployed by a 
developer to influence the planning system in an undemocratic fashion; looking for sources of funding to 
improve the playpark; concern about increasing horse deposits (residents have resolved the issue by 
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speaking with the horse rider); request for more information concerning the need to become members in 
order to use the FCB (only needs to be done once); local BI Orchestra looking for string players; concerned 
that FCC may not be reflecting a wider community view about planning applications when submitting 
objections /comments that have been raised by one or very few residents; requested help and passed on to 
Ferintosh Volunteers; complaint to THL about noisy reversing signals on Glascairn site. 
 
INTERACTION WITH RESIDENTS: Several ‘thank you’ comments to FCC were gratefully received as well as 
being kept well informed.  
 
AOCB: A full discussion took place about the resident’s correspondence and concern that FCC may not be 
reflecting a wider community view in responding to planning applications. Bruce will draft an letter response 
for CC’s to consider that includes the main points of the discussion (FCC does not take views at face value; 
assesses against only materially valid issues; can take some steps to encourage supportive as well as non-
supportive comments; publicity of all planning application already out there in the RSJ; encourage residents to 
attend FCC meetings to assess for themselves FCC’s approach to assessing residents’ views; careful not to be 
used as a vehicle for nimbyism; FCC makes judgements whilst THC makes decisions).   

BIP funding proposal: Karen asked all CC’s to read the proposal whilst beginning to form their own views of 
priorities for our area. Cllr Adam added that the proposal seeks funding to carry out an audit of the Black Isle 
to create a development plan that will be attractive to funders.  

Communication /discussion: Karen encouraged all CC’s to be more active in email discussions encouraging 
the use of ‘reply all’ to share views.  

Xmas Cards: FCC agreed to put some effort in to saying thank you to over 70 wonderful volunteers who have 
helped FCC over the past year. Alison to kick start the process by sourcing Xmas cards. 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING: Wednesday 10 November online at 7pm. 

Contact details for comments; to join the email list; to receive minutes electronically: 

Bruce Morrison, Secretary, 01349 877127; ferintoshcc30@gmail.com, http://ferintoshcc.co.uk; 
http://fb.me/Ferintosh 
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