
 

 

FERINTOSH COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 APPROVED MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ONLINE ON WEDNESDAY 8 DECEMBER 2021  

MEMBERS: Karen Harcus (Chair), Emilia Leese, Alison Lowe (Treasurer), Alastair Macintyre, Iain McCallum, 
Bruce Morrison (Secretary), Aileen Wilson. 

ALSO PRESENT: Cllr Gordon Adam (part), 1 resident.  

APOLOGIES: Sally Falconer, Adam Fletcher, Cllr Craig Fraser, Cllr Angela MacLean, PC John MacPherson, 2 
residents. 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (to take no part in relevant discussions): None 

MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES: (excluding actions carried out, carried forward and those 
considered later in the agenda):  

Consultation on Understanding Barriers to Participation in Local Politics received very few replies from 
residents so FCC will make no submission; NPF4 (national planning framework) consultation is now open but 
with little relevance to the FCC area, FCC will not make a submission; SG’s consultation ‘Onshore Wind Policy 
Statement Refresh’ received very few residents’ comments so FCC will make no submission; FCC will discuss 
in January the situation where developers are approaching community councillors individually.   

MINUTES: Last month’s minutes were approved (proposed by Karen, seconded by Alison).  
 
FINANCIAL REPORT: Alison reported one transaction i.e. £42 to CCT for Xmas cards leaving £4913.37 for 
projects. Karen contacted Mulbuie Hall Committee about FCC’s ringfenced fund of £500 about which they 
were aware but have no immediate plans. FCC to maintain ring fencing.   

PLANNING /LICENSING MATTERS (only new information included):  

Objections Lodged:  

20/01084 /FUL: House and camping pods, 150m NE Grianan, Braes of Dunvournie (inappropriate scale and 
use of crofting land; road safety concerns): WITHDRAWN 

20/02232/FUL: Erection of two houses, 46m SW Drummondreach Steading, Alcaig (not brownfield). 

21/04324/PIP: New House, 165m S of Foxlea House, Highfield Park (Hinterland, flooding, contamination). THC 
report has come in about no drainage risk. 
 

Comments lodged: 

21/01624/FUL: Extension, garage, outbuilding, Willowbank, Brae of Kinkell: Comments lodged requesting that 
residents’ concerns should be considered for mitigation measures.  
21/02095/FUL: House, north of Lochside, Duncanston: Comment questioning fit with Hinterland Policy.  
 
Alleged Breaches of Conditions: 
20/01531/FUL: Plot 1, 45m SE of Mulbuie Hall: No 1.2m pathway? Reminder put in by Iain but no feedback as 
yet. 
19/02467/FUL: 1 Fowlers Croft, Culbokie: 2m high fence when only 0.9m is permitted?  
 
New Applications:  
21/05193/FUL: House and garage, 5 Fowlers Croft, Culbokie: No comment 



 

 

21/05259/FUL: Extension to house, Old Post Office, Leanaig, Conon Bridge: No comment 
21/05340/FUL: Extensions to house, incl. self-contained living unit, The Old Croft House, Rootfield, Muir of 
Ord: No comment 
21/05572/FUL: Extension to house, 11 Carn Mor, Culbokie: No comment 
 
Iain to write to planners for clarification of brownfield policy. 
 
ACTIVE PROJECTS: (Updates below on all FCC’s linkages but only if new information).  
 
Glascairn Development: Monthly meeting: postponed until this Friday.  

Community Services:   

Culbokie Woods Core Path: Phil Waite has now been in touch with FLS to raise the idea of putting some 
signage to minimise risk so now need meeting to decide action. Resident suggesting meeting in January to 
meet with Bruce /Aileen. 

Ferintosh Volunteers: Following the success of last year’s inaugural effort, another Xmas Tree Trail is to be 
created in an environmentally sensitive way and this time in Glascairn Woods. Mulbuie School Parents Council 
is also planning something similar in Drynie Woods and the two groups have been comparing notes.  

Pothole Hunters: THC informed us that the NuPhalt contract has ceased before completion of the work on all 
the FCC roads. THC, however, will now use its own equipment and staff to put in permanent patches to 
complete the blitz on FCC roads over the winter period. A date in early March has been agreed to convene a 
review meeting in order to assess the value of the partnership approach and agree further joint action with 
our pothole hunter volunteers.   

Ferintosh Community Bus (FCB): Continues to function well for our core resident users and there’s been a rise 
from 50 one way journeys per month to 55 in the last couple of months with evidence of some new 
passengers as well as loss of passengers with the change. There is also evidence of interest in using the FCB 
for journeys by wheelchair users to social events within the community. The FCB has also been used by a 
resident to collect a prescription from Munlochy Medical Practice (Karen has promoted the FCB to the 
Practice). A six monthly review of usage and opinions is now underway and all residents are welcome to 
submit their thoughts to FCC in advance of a full consultation with residents about what should /could happen 
after the end of the pilot in March 2022. Meanwhile, the final pieces of the jigsaw are being put in place to 
enable volunteers to drive the bus for residents in the evenings and at the weekend.  
 
Email list: Up 2 to 731 (over 42% of voting residents).   

Black Isle Community Councils (BICC): FCC has enquired of THC the procedures that Highland Councillors 
have to follow should there be a potential conflict of interest at a Black Isle Area Committee (BIAC) meeting. 
THC has responded with a process that Highland Councillors will have to follow including the basis on which 
they have to make up their own minds about declaring an interest. Should one of the three Highland 
Councillors choose not to be involved in a BIAC decision, then the decision of the other two goes to the full 
THC for ratification.  

FCC has taken over the Chair of the BICC for the next 6 months and the first of two meetings is planned for 
Thursday 3rd February (before the next BIAC meeting on Tuesday 15th February). FCC has declined funding for 
minute taking. Cllr Adam was made aware of the BICC arrangements and he explained that a Road Safety 
paper was being prepared by THC Officers with a draft for content consultation out in the next week and a full 
paper out for consultation later (FCC requested receipt of that full paper before the BICC 03/02/2022 meeting 



 

 

and Cllr Adam agreed to try and meet that). Cllr Adam then explained that there would be a pre-BIAC session 
on 15/02/2022 to discuss the Road Safety paper with community councils and other community groups.  

FCC was struggling to understand the interpretation of hinterland, brownfield and crofting policies and this 
may be of collective interest to BICC to invite a planner to explore with BICC.  

Flooding: THC has informed FCC that subject to the results of testing the level of services through some trial 
holes, THC intends to lay extra pipes along the road (SW end of Culbokie) and into an existing storm drain 
system. Neighbouring residents will be consulted.  

REPORTS (from public bodies and local organisations): 

Police Scotland: Report this month contained the following: two drivers received fixed penalties for driving 
with no MOT (A9 Culbokie, A832 Newton); a driver reported for driving with no insurance (B9169, Mulbuie 
Primary); also on B9169 at Mulbuie, driver reported for speeding in a restricted zone; in Culbokie, a man was 
cautioned and charged (reported for assault). Kate Forbes’ office provided FCC with speed check data from 
June 2021 at Culbokie Primary School showing a small but significant increase in average speeds since 2017. 
Resident reported that Police Scotland were outside the school last week carrying out a speed check and 
interacting positively with the children. Alastair to thank PS and to inform about the increased speeds.  
 
CORRESPONDENCE and REQUESTS (please contact FCC on ferintoshcc30@gmail.com if you would like any 
further information on these items):  
 
Organisations: HTSI: Events /Training /AGM /community resilience workshop /Children’s service forum;  
Newsletters from HSCN/ CCT /Scottish Communities Alliance /Scottish Community Councils ; THC / NHS: weekly 
updates; THC: report issues on 01349 886602; BIP: Visit to Speyside Producers Market; SG: Second round of 
funding by the Investing in Communities Fund; Scottish Water: protecting our pipes for the winter; Zurich 
Insurance: planning Platinum Jubilee events; Health Improvement Scotland: report back from consultation on 
Community Solutions for Winter ’21; NHS Highland: Consultation for planning care for 2022 -2027; Safe Streets 
Avoch: approaching FCC for any advice /information from FCC’s experiences in Culbokie, particularly about the 
use of a Participation Request (Bruce provided feedback in a phone conversation); SCVO: Fast Track funding 
scheme, closing 12/12/21; Scottish Parliament: Consultation on 4th National Planning Framework by 
10/01/2022; THC: website directory to access outdoor activities at www.thinkhealththinknature.scot/directory 
(Bruce provided our current contact list of Groups /Assets etc); North Highlands and Islands Climate Hub: based 
in Thurso, supporting climate action projects by community groups; Black Isle Ward 9 /THC: Place-based funding 
opportunity:  £25K available with applications to close on 14th January. 
 
Residents: raising the issue of fast and dangerous driving on the B9169 from the Leanaig to Mulbuie School; 
vehicle disturbance to a neighbour to the Glascairn site; informing FCC of the Nature Restoration Fund; 
requesting of Kate Forbes MSP that an emergency 50mph zone be put in at Munlochy junction; informed of 
possible unsafe access to a development site; various to do with Tulloch’s Glascairn site; many comments on 
the planning applications initiative with most in favour of having the information; interested to know about 
consultation with the community about the post-pilot phase of the FCB; concerned about FCC not consulting 
with the community on non-planning matters (FCC had previously corresponded with this resident about 
those specific circumstances); explaining that the fence beside a Fowlers Croft house may be breaching 
conditions; pointing out in National Planning Framework 4 consultation possible relevance to Munlochy 
junction; willing to make a contribution towards Xmas lights. 
 
INTERACTION WITH RESIDENTS: None 
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AOCB: Alastair had spotted some northbound A9 restrictions but Cllr Adam wasn’t aware of any connection 
with the Munlochy Junction. Cllr Adam has, however, written to Head of Safety at Transport Scotland 
(together with a Kate Forbes communication) to request lighting, closure of north bound access and longer 
slip road. Cllr Adam thinks that the lighting may be about to be fast tracked.  

Bruce thanked Karen for stepping so ably into the breach at the beginning of the year as Chair of FCC and all 
concurred.  

Meeting dates: 2nd Wednesday of every month with a later time of 7.15pm.   

DATE OF NEXT MEETING: Wednesday 12 January online at 7.15pm. 

Contact details for comments; to join the email list; to receive minutes electronically: 

Bruce Morrison, Secretary, 01349 877127; ferintoshcc30@gmail.com, http://ferintoshcc.co.uk; 
http://fb.me/Ferintosh 
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