
CHAIR REPORT MAY 2021 

Since our last Chair report, it has been a difficult year for us all. 

Ferintosh Community Council unfortunately lost 3 of our Councillors over 

the last year. I would like to thank all 3 of our members, Becky as Chair, 

Eilidh as Treasurer and Gordon as a council member for their 

contributions to the Council and our residents. 

I was voted in as vice Chair in January and have since then been involved 

in representing many of the Chair roles.  Thank you to my colleagues and 

residents for their support. 

As the Covid pandemic grew over the year we were all faced with many 

challenging situations arising from this. The residents of Ferintosh 

Community Council area rose to the challenge and from this extremely 

serious and distressing situation there came a lot of positivity. 

Volunteers were on hand to aid all those residents who were unable to do 

the normal tasks for themselves. Highland Council has been a great 

source of information and help, and this has enabled us to help those 

residents most in need over the year. Thanks also to our local Councillors 

who have ensured that information and funding have been correctly 

directed. It has been a good example of people working together and 

proof of great community spirit.   

Our meetings have still gone ahead, but like most of the meetings since 

lockdown, these have been virtual.  The positive side to this is that there 

have been residents who in the past have been unable to attend meetings 

in person, but who had the opportunity to join via the online platform. 

One area which did remain continually active was our monitoring of 

planning applications and on-going developments within our area.  I 

would like thank Iain for his hard work ensuring that these continue to be 

dealt with in an appropriate manner. 

We have continued to act on behalf of our residents, but due to the 

restrictions some of the outstanding issues have been put on hold. We 

have, however, managed to make progress with some of those issues, 

and thanks to all who contributed to these. 

• Ferintosh Community Bus – Major progress has been made and 

steps are in place for making this a reality. Thanks to Bruce and 

Alison for their time and hard work to make this project more than 

just a possibility. Unfortunately, the project has come across an 

unforeseen issue at the later stages, but I am sure there will be a 

solution and we will be celebrating the first buses doing their rounds 

soon. 



• Munlochy junction – this was a major concern and there has been 

input from all the Black Isle Community Councils along with Cllr 

Gordon Adam.  Many discussions have taken place with various 

organisations to resolve the concerns of residents.  These 

organisations are in the process of find a suitable solution and we 

are hopeful that this will be actioned with continuing urgency to 

resolve the concerns around this junction. 

• Inner Moray Firth Local Development Plan – we had an informative 

online meeting with Tim Stott to discuss what the changes from the 

old plan was, and how these would affect our area.  The 

consultation has still to be finalised but there were many useful 

suggestions fed back to Highland Council from our consultation with 

residents and our discussions at our meeting. 

• Sharing shed – we contributed to the shed and it has been a 

popular and worthwhile project.    

We are also fortunate to have a Ferintosh Volunteer group which has been 

established during the last year.  This group has been regularly active, 

and thanks go to all who have given up their time, and energy, to carry 

out lots of good work within our area. 

Our website continues to be updated and we encourage our residents to 

have a look at this, as well as our Face Book page, to see the latest 

information.  Our contact/groups spreadsheet which is on the website has 

also been updated and thanks should go to the 3 volunteers who have 

continued to ensure our residents have the most up to date information. 

The Noticeboard will still be in production as Eilidh has kindly offered to 

continue with this.  Please make use of this valuable community voice. 

If you know of anyone who may not have not already shared their email 

address please ask them and if they wish to be included in our contact list 

for the latest information ask them to pop an email to Bruce at 

ferintoshcc30@gmail.com, and he will be only too happy to add them to 

our contacts list. 

As we come out of lockdown and the current restrictions ease there will, I 

am sure, be more challenges and much for us to look at and action. We 

will continue to pursue those issues which are of concern to our residents 

and are happy to take on new challenges as they arise. 

When we are given the permission, we shall be holding our usual face to 

face meetings, and we shall let you know when we are able to see you 

back at these.  Until then we will still be holding our online meetings 

which you are welcome to attend.  Our next meeting if our AGM on the 

12th of May 2021. 
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Karen Harcus   

Vice Chair 

 

 

 

 


