
 

 

FERINTOSH COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 APPROVED MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ONLINE ON WEDNESDAY 12 JANUARY 2022  

MEMBERS: Karen Harcus (Chair), Emilia Leese, Alison Lowe (Treasurer), Iain McCallum, Bruce Morrison 
(Secretary), Aileen Wilson. 

ALSO PRESENT:  1 resident, Cllr Gordon Adam, 1 observer. 

APOLOGIES: Sally Falconer, Alastair Macintyre, Cllr Craig Fraser, PC John MacPherson, 1 resident. 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (to take no part in relevant discussions): Bruce declared an interest in the FCB 
discussion and decision (personally involved in the project) and would take no part.  

MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES: (excluding actions carried out, carried forward and those 
considered later in the agenda):  

FCC discussed how to deal with the situation when a developer approaches an individual community 
councillor to make a comment. Agreed that the developer should be encouraged to approach FCC to make a 
presentation to FCC. FCC would welcome such an approach in order to improve its understanding but would 
not voice an opinion at that time. 

MINUTES: Last month’s minutes were approved (proposed by Alison, seconded by Emilia).  
 
FINANCIAL REPORT: Alison reported £200 out of ring-fenced funds for the grass cutting still leaving £4913.37 
for projects.  

PLANNING /LICENSING MATTERS (only new information included):  

Objections Lodged:  

20/02232/FUL: Erection of two houses, 46m SW Drummondreach Steading, Alcaig (not brownfield). 

21/04324/PIP: New House, 165m S of Foxlea House, Highfield Park (Hinterland, flooding, contamination). 
Paper submitted by applicant on how to deal with the drainage. 
 
21/01214/FUL: 67m to tip wind turbine, 2300m NW of Fannyfield House, Swordale, Evanton: REFUSED. 
Developer has requested that a review be conducted on THC’s procedures. 
 

Comments lodged: 

21/01624/FUL: Extension, garage, outbuilding, Willowbank, Brae of Kinkell: Comments lodged requesting that 
residents’ concerns should be considered for mitigation measures. Revised details have been submitted by 
the applicant in order to address residents’/ FCC’s comments.  
21/02095/FUL: House, north of Lochside, Duncanston: Comment questioning fit with Hinterland Policy.  
 
Alleged Breaches of Conditions: 
20/01531/FUL: Plot 1, 45m SE of Mulbuie Hall: No 1.2m pathway? Reminder put in by Iain but no feedback as 
yet. 
19/02467/FUL: 1 Fowlers Croft, Culbokie: 2m high fence when only 0.9m is permitted?  
 
New Applications:  
21/05575/PIP: House, 55m SE of 7 Raven Croft, Culbokie: 
21/05576/PIP: House, east of Schoolcroft, Culbokie: 



 

 

21/05577/PIP: House, east of Schoolcroft, Culbokie: FCC agreed to the following comments: 1. Request that 
all three applications above be considered as a single entity. 2. Request that detailed risk assessments be 
carried out on three alternative access routes to this three-house development in order to select the access 
with the lowest risk to residents/children (i.e. Raven Croft; direct to the B9169; Fowlers Croft). 3. That 
footpath access is created to Raven Croft and Fowlers Croft. 
 
Iain to write to planners for clarification of brownfield policy. 
 
ACTIVE PROJECTS: (Updates below on all FCC’s linkages but only if new information).  
 
Glascairn Development: December meeting reported that the vehicles disturbing a neighbour were 
investigated but not related to Tulloch’s contractors. Water main is to be replaced but no update on progress 
as yet. Next meeting on 28th January.  

Community Services: Bruce reported icy pavements at Smithfield and fallen keep left sign at A9 /B9169 
junction.  

Culbokie Woods Core Path: Aileen reported back on a meeting between residents, FLS and FCC about the 
concern about cyclists emerging from the woods at too great a speed. Other road users and the cyclists are at 
risk of collision. FLS has agreed to install a wooden chicane structure (with signage) to slow down the 
emerging cyclists whilst not restricting access for any type of user. Other safety issues on the private 
road/core path will continue to be addressed with the residents.   

Ferintosh Volunteers: Xmas Tree Trail was set up with very positive feedback from the many families who 
enjoyed the experience. The online map was downloaded an amazing 130 times with a further 30 maps 
collected from the Culbokie Spar. The team is already planning for next year!  

Three requests for help came in from a homecare service on behalf of individual clients. One was out of the 
FCC area and one could only be satisfied through a personal arrangement and not through FV. The third 
request is being satisfied by a local volunteer. 

Pothole Hunters: No update this month. 

Ferintosh Community Bus (FCB): A community consultation document went out to the email list and 
displayed in Culbokie Spar last week. The key question asked was whether the community would (or would 
not) support the FCB becoming a permanent service with the upcoming end of the pilot phase. The document 
contained the evidence of bus usage, the environmental impact, the views of passengers, the views of the 
project partners and the responses to residents’ queries provided to FCC last month.  
 
The results of the consultation were 38 saying ‘yes’, 3 saying ‘no’ and 1 ‘undecided’. Many comments were 
also received (FCC received a report of all unedited comments) which will be used as a rich source of ideas for 
the improvement and extension of the FCB service in the future. 
 
FCC discussed the feedback and presented its own thoughts including preventing loss of precarious bus 
services/good for those not being able to get to a bus stop/house collection and especially delivery back very 
positive/link at Tore virtually seamless/continue and allow it time to expand/connectivity for an ageing 
population/reduced carbon footprint/residents seem to accept the difficulties of the pilot through covid and 
must be given time to work effectively/exciting new concept of bus from your own house/many special 
circumstances to be explored and satisfied.  
 
FCC unanimously agreed that the FCB should become a permanent feature of the public bus service. 



 

 

One resident has requested of the three Black Isle Highland Councillors that, in the public interest, they look 
into the personal liability of residents as members of the FCB. FCC has received in writing the assurance of 
THC that all insurance policies are in place in order to exclude residents of any liability.  
 
Email list: Up 2 to 733 (over 42% of voting residents).   

Black Isle Community Councils (BICC): FCC is planning for the next BICC meeting on 3rd February including a 
request for help from THC for a planning discussion. Bruce requested of Cllr Adam that BICC receive road 
safety proposals in time for the meeting. Cllr Adam reported that there is good momentum in looking at these 
issues over the THC area but risk that there could therefore be delays in producing a report just for the Black 
Isle in time but will try. 

Flooding: No update this month.  

PRESENTATION: Andrina Robb, NHS Highland, Support Manager for ‘Near Me’, the video consultation system. 
Andrena provided FCC with a better understanding of this system and how community groups can help with 
its roll out. Patients can request the use of NearMe for any appointments in order to test whether it is feasible 
for their particular appointment.  

Near Me has the following features and advantages: complete confidentiality with all personal data deleted at 
the end of every ‘call’/attend from anywhere/support person for the patient could also be anywhere/no 
travel/particularly useful for the shorter follow-up appointments/consultants can be anywhere and indeed an 
Alaskan consultant has been used/more and more clinicians are using the technology provided the type of 
interaction is suitable/e.g. being widely used in mental health cases, obstetrics, etc.  

Communities are becoming involved by finding funding for ipads/volunteers supporting patients in their 
homes to connect/promoting knowledge of the service and its helpline number/developing the suitable space 
in community hubs.  

Andrena to send Bruce the relevant information which FCC will then use to promote. Andrena will look into a 
request for a pilot that would seek funding for improved broadband connections for individual patients 
requiring this service.  

REPORTS (from public bodies and local organisations): 

Police Scotland: Two drivers were issued with fixed penalties for driving without MOT (A9 Cromarty Bridge, 
A835 Conon Bridge). An enquiry is underway following a one vehicle RTC (no injury) at the A9, Cromarty 
Bridge on 31/12/21.   
 
CORRESPONDENCE and REQUESTS (please contact FCC on ferintoshcc30@gmail.com if you would like any 
further information on these items):  
 
Organisations: HTSI: Events and Trainings/Vacancies and Opportunities/Third Sector Census/Festive Hours and 
Resources/Third Sector Resilience Meeting/Community Development Virtual Forum/Funding Opportunities 
/Seeking Funding – training course; Newsletters: HSCN; THC: update on IMFLDP confirming further consultation 
in March/weekly updates; Transport Scotland: access to options report re. A9 study (sent to email list). Cllr 
Adam reported that lighting is to be installed by March and is trying to speed up the development of a longer 
slip road; NHS Highland: offer to hear more about NHS Near Me; High Street Safari: promoting the Platinum 
Jubilee Beacon Trail, 30 April to 12 June; Green Party: it’s candidate for the forthcoming THC election wished 
to attend an FCC meeting to hear about local issues and joined this meeting as an observer; Muir of Ord 
Community Council: writing to community councils to see if FCC is having the same experience of poor or zero 
feedback from THC on a range of issues and test the need for concerted action (FCC discussed and agreed that 
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FCC’s interactions with all various THC contacts was satisfactory and would not wish to join any concerted 
action). Bruce to respond.   
 
Residents: thanking FCC for year’s effort; letter received (unsigned) suggesting that THC inspect current 
individual plot development sites for the lack of hygiene facilities; informing us of a lodged complaint to THC 
about alleged noise disturbance by a neighbouring business; thanks to FCC for its work and keeping the 
community safe; raising concerns about project activity in the community going ahead without majority 
support; requesting a bus stop at the Leanaig junction; spotted a planning application for met mast over the 
firth at Fannyfield; of the opinion that FCC should not be  objecting to individual planning applications (FCC 
discussed and agreed to continue raising objections to planning applications where appropriate. Residents have 
been very complimentary in the past of FCC’s support and all community councils have the statutory right to be 
so engaged. FCC was also concerned about the long-term trend of reduced neighbouring resident consultation 
which FCC’s communications can help to improve). Bruce to respond. 
 
INTERACTION WITH RESIDENTS: None 
 
AOCB: Newhall sign: Alison to inform THC. 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING: Wednesday 9 February online at 7.15pm. 

Contact details for comments; to join the email list; to receive minutes electronically: 

Bruce Morrison, Secretary, 01349 877127; ferintoshcc30@gmail.com, http://ferintoshcc.co.uk; 
http://fb.me/Ferintosh 
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