
 

 

FERINTOSH COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
APPROVED MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ONLINE ON WEDNESDAY 9 FEBRUARY 2022  

MEMBERS: Karen Harcus (Chair), Jim Holden (co-opted at this meeting), Emilia Leese, Alison Lowe (Treasurer), 
Alastair Macintyre, Iain McCallum, Bruce Morrison (Secretary), Aileen Wilson. 

ALSO PRESENT: 2 residents, Cllr Gordon Adam, Cllr Angela McLean. 

APOLOGIES: Sally Falconer, PC John MacPherson, 1 resident. 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (to take no part in relevant discussions): None 

MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES: (excluding actions carried out, carried forward and those 
considered later in the agenda): None 

MINUTES: Last month’s minutes were approved (proposed by Alison, seconded by Aileen).  
 
ELECTING A CO-OPTED COMMUNITY COUNCILLOR: Karen reported that sadly Adam Fletcher has decided to 
stand down as a co-opted Community Councillor for personal reasons. Karen thanked Adam for all his support 
over the years and particularly with his help with the website over the lockdown period and wished him well. 
Jim Holden, a long standing resident in the Mulbuie area and recently retired from THC agreed to put himself 
forward. Karen thanked Jim for coming forward. Bruce proposed Jim as a co-opted Community Councillor, 
seconded by Karen and approved by all the elected Community Councillors.  
 
FINANCIAL REPORT: Alison reported no transactions this month retaining £4913.37 for projects. Bruce’s claim 
for the costs of printing inks over past two years of £36.73 was approved. Bruce, on behalf of the FCB 
Promotions Group requested that £50 maximum be made available for small purchases (receipts required) 
that could be useful for the FCB Launch preparation (FCC approved). 

PLANNING /LICENSING MATTERS (only new information included):  

Iain noted that NPAC meeting dates have not been set and there are delays in many of the applications shown 
below. 

Objections Lodged:  

20/02232/FUL: Erection of two houses, 46m SW Drummondreach Steading, Alcaig (not brownfield). 

21/04324/PIP: New House, 165m S of Foxlea House, Highfield Park (Hinterland, flooding, contamination). 
Paper submitted by applicant on how to deal with the drainage. 
 
Comments lodged: 

21/01624/FUL: Extension, garage, outbuilding, Willowbank, Brae of Kinkell: Comments lodged requesting that 
residents’ concerns should be considered for mitigation measures. Revised details have been submitted by 
the applicant in order to address residents’/ FCC’s comments.  
21/02095/FUL: House, north of Lochside, Duncanston: Comment questioning fit with Hinterland Policy.  
21/05575/PIP: House, 55m SE of 7 Raven Croft, Culbokie: 
21/05576/PIP: House, east of Schoolcroft, Culbokie: 
21/05577/PIP: House, east of Schoolcroft, Culbokie: including the two above, requested taken as a group, 
explore safest access, footpath provision. THC has agreed to consider as a group. 
 
Alleged Breaches of Conditions: 



 

 

20/01531/FUL: Plot 1, 45m SE of Mulbuie Hall: No 1.2m pathway? Reminder put in by Iain but no feedback as 
yet. 
19/02467/FUL: 1 Fowlers Croft, Culbokie: 2m high fence when only 0.9m is permitted?  
 
New Applications:  
 
21/05810/FUL: Erection of house, South West of Eaglestone, Duncanston: No comment 
22/00132/PIP: Erection of house, 3 Corntown Dairy, Conon Bridge, Dingwall, IV7 8DN: No comment 
22/00156/FUL: Conversion of Games Room to Dining Room, New External Stair, Decking Area and Installation 
of Covered Walkway, Culbokie Inn, Culbokie, Dingwall, IV7 8JH: No comment 
22/00178/PIP House,70M NW of The Paddock, Culbokie: Object (outside the Culbokie developmental 
envelope). 
22/00382/FUL: Installation of 5kw air source heat pump, Findon Hall, Culbokie, Dingwall: No comment 
 
ACTIVE PROJECTS: (Updates below on all FCC’s linkages but only if new information).  
 
Upgrading the junction of the A835 with the B9163 (Corntown to Conon Bridge): 

Thanks to years of persistent effort by some of our residents, BEAR Scotland has presented a proposal to 
introduce an uncontrolled pedestrian crossing by extending a pavement and introducing drop down kerbs at 
either side of the A835. FCC circulated the proposal to the email list and all verbatim responses were 
presented to FCC prior to this meeting. The summary of the feedback from 15 residents was that 5 were in 
support, 4 were not in support, and 5 were in support but required additional measures (e.g. controlled 
pedestrian crossing, pedestrian refuge, lighting, speed restrictions). 

FCC discussed the residents’ feedback and views with general agreement about the current high level of 
hazard only likely to increase with ever increasing housing. Cllr MacLean explained the inadequacy of the 
short survey of traffic movement that underpinned the proposal.  

The majority of residents were not in support of the minimal proposal but would support more substantial 
measures to enhance the current proposal in order to significantly reduce the risk to pedestrians and cyclists. 

Many ideas were discussed that could well have much greater impact but, without specialist knowledge, FCC 
agreed to respond to BEAR Scotland with the objective of seeking stronger measures that will reduce risk 
whilst welcoming a small, albeit inadequate, first step (Bruce to draft a reply and circulate). 

Glascairn Development: Karen reported on a brief meeting with Tullochs with no current complaints and all 
actions carried out. Tullochs has created more parking spaces for its contractors and installed a water pipe to 
provide a secure supply to a neighbour. The gaps between the fence of their properties and the fencing of the 
neighbourIng (The Cairns) properties are the responsibility of the new owners. Jim raised the concern 
therefore about the gap’s maintenance (Karen to write for clarification). No meeting until April unless an issue 
arises. Jim advised that all concerns need to be addressed before Tullochs leave the site.  

Community Services: Bruce reported gorse obscuring drivers’ views near Whitecroft. 

Culbokie Woods Core Path: Aileen reported no update from FLS but would prompt. 

Broadband in the Easter Kinkell area: following a resident request, Bruce followed up with BT Open Reach its 
plans to roll out superfast. An area that includes the western half of the FCC area (west of Balnabeen lodge) 
and includes Conon Bridge is designated for roll out 2021 to 2026. A small cluster of houses has been 
connected just to the west end of Easter Kinkell. BT explained that since it is a commercial roll out, 
opportunities will be taken within the bigger area to connect clusters that provide commercial payback. Bruce 



 

 

requested that the whole of Easter Kinkell be considered as an immediate commercial opportunity and BT 
agreed to look at that.  

Ferintosh Volunteers: A volunteer in the community has agreed to help a homecare company access one of 
its clients by keeping the outdoor access ramp free of ice etc.   

Pothole Hunters: Some evidence of potholes being filled in our area as promised during January /February in 
advance of a diarised March 7 review meeting.  Karen will provide Bruce with more pothole details and safety 
critical ones can be reported immediately.   

Ferintosh Community Bus (FCB): Now that the FCB is a permanent feature of our public and community 
transport system, a formal launch of the FCB service is now planned for Monday 28 February, 1.30pm to 
2.30pm, at Findon Hall, Culbokie. Kate Forbes MSP has kindly agreed to cut the ribbon on the service and now 
that a small marketing group has been formed, we will use the launch publicity to continue a steady campaign 
of communication with residents to evolve this service around the needs of our residents.  
 
Email list: Down 1 to 732 (over 42% of voting residents).   

Black Isle Community Councils (BICC): Karen chaired a BICC meeting last week with the following two key 
items: 

• No reply as yet from THC in response to letter signed by 5 other community councils complaining 
about poor THC responsiveness. They’re waiting for another 2 weeks before deciding how to respond. 
They’re also considering taking advice and linking with other community councils outwith the Black 
Isle with similar issues. (Cllr Adam reported that a reply is being prepared). 

• Presentation and discussion took place with Dafydd Jones, Acting Head, Development Management, 
THC. Minutes of the meeting have been circulated to FCC. Discussion focused on the tension between 
Hinterland policy which restricts development and crofting /brownfield policies which can release 
land for development. Main points were that crofts are also subject to Hinterland policy but with 
crofting needs acknowledged and brownfield is judged on a number of factors with the degree of 
degradation as one of the key factors.  

Black Isle Area Committee: Karen /Bruce attended a road safety workshop with the Black Isle Councillors 
(members of the Black Isle Area Committee i.e. BIAC), officers of THC and representatives of other Black Isle 
community groups. The objective of the workshop was to allow the expression of residents’ concerns and 
provide guidance to the members of BIAC in proposing a motion for its meeting on Tuesday 15 February. 

Cllr Adam reported that the motion would contain four key elements namely a request to increase the 
number of Road Safety Officers from 2 to 6; request speed surveys in Rosemarkie to consider traffic calming 
and 20mph zones; request an assessment of the impact of 50mph limits on Black Isle  road safety; request to 
Scottish Government to speed up legislation empowering 20mph zones before 2025. 

A further workshop (exploring ideas for improvement) is being planned for late February to continue this 
interaction by BIAC with Black Isle community groups so that influence can be brought to bear on the BIAC to 
ensure decision making is being informed by residents’ views.  

Flooding: Residents have prompted Community Services for an update on progress with no response as yet.   

REPORTS (from public bodies and local organisations): 

Police Scotland: Fixed penalty was issued to driver for using a hand held device (A835 Conon Bridge). 
 
CORRESPONDENCE and REQUESTS (please contact FCC on ferintoshcc30@gmail.com if you would like any 
further information on these items):  
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Organisations: HTSI: Events and Trainings/Vacancies and Opportunities/Grants for justice related activities; 
Findon Hall: has registered the defibrillator in Culbokie into the network that can be viewed at thecircuit.uk; 
Woodland Trust: free tree packs available; Newsletters from CCT /HSCN /HTSI /Scottish Community 
Alliance/Scottish Rural Action; North Highlands & Islands Climate Action Hub: first invitational event on 
03/02/22; Impact Engagement: Places and Spaces for Health and Wellbeing Webinar: Dingwall Medical 
Group: introduction to Links Worker; BEAR Scotland: crossing proposal at Corntown /Conon Bridge junction 
(see minutes above); Scottish Government: a whole series of consultation events for Community Councils 
during February /March about the NPF4; THC/NHS – weekly resilience group updates; Scotland Census: looking 
to recruit enumerators (on to Facebook page); TBI: seeking ideas to improve its website; Nairn Community 
Councils: looking to form an association of those involved with Common Good Funds; Royal British Legion: 
Queen’s Green Canopy initiative (planting a tree, plaque available); THC: supporting Community Councils either 
to resume physical meetings or those wishing to continue with virtual meetings. FCC discussed its own way 
forward with a strong desire to return to face to face but not to lose the facility to join remotely. FCC would 
therefore explore the hybrid approach by seeking to hold its March meeting in Ferintosh Hall but explore the 
provision of remote access (Action: Bruce /Emilia). Cllr McLean emphasised the need for THC to support FCC in 
its ambition and would write to Alison Clark. Alison raised the option of creating a piloted hybrid approach.     
 
Residents: reporting dog mess around the Findon Hall /Church Centre /Cairn site area (Bruce has received a 
response from THC: proposing locks for Findon Hall bins to prevent misuse); Easter Kinkell broadband (see 
minutes above); reminding FCC of the needs of residents for face to face GP consultations and the inadequacy 
for some of Near Me; danger of potholes to cyclists; question about FCC response to east of Schoolcroft 
developments (Bruce replied); reported an uncontrolled dog in Culbokie Woods causing distress to three 
residents in two separate incidents a few minutes apart (reported to Police Scotland and THC; dog warden is 
contactable on 01349 886603); thanks for updates and planning applications. 
 
INTERACTION WITH RESIDENTS: Two residents spoke movingly of family loss at the Corntown junction and 
their welcome for FCC support to improve the junction. They felt that the survey, since it was carried out in 
foul weather, completely underestimated pedestrian /cyclist risk.  They explained how the junction acts as a 
barrier to using buses and to active travel and with new worries emerging now with free bus passes for the 
under 22s.  
Cllr Adam announced that he was standing down at the May elections and has enjoyed his time working with 
FCC. He encouraged residents to come forward as a Highland Councillor especially at a time when more 
funding is being allocated more locally. Any interested residents would be welcome to contact Cllr Adam for 
an insight into the role.  
AOCB: None 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING: Wednesday 9 March at 7.15pm (venue to be confirmed) 

Contact details for comments; to join the email list; to receive minutes electronically: 

Bruce Morrison, Secretary, 01349 877127; ferintoshcc30@gmail.com, http://ferintoshcc.co.uk; 
http://fb.me/Ferintosh 
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