
FERINTOSH COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
APPROVED MINUTES OF MEETING HELD AT FINDON HALL ON WEDNESDAY 11 MAY 2022 

MEMBERS: Sally Falconer, Karen Harcus (Chair), Jim Holden, Emilia Leese (online), Alison Lowe (Treasurer), 
Alastair Macintyre, Bruce Morrison (Secretary). 

ALSO PRESENT: Cllr Sarah Atkin, Cllr Lyndsey Johnston, Cllr Morven-May MacCallum, 2 residents. 

APOLOGIES: Iain McCallum, Aileen Wilson, PC John MacPherson. 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (to take no part in relevant discussions): None. 

MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES: (excluding actions carried out, carried forward and those 
considered later in the agenda): None 

MINUTES: Last month’s minutes were approved (proposed by Jim, seconded by Alison). 
FINANCIAL REPORT: Alison reported no transactions this month leaving £4625.83 for projects.  
PLANNING /LICENSING MATTERS (only new information included):  

Objections Lodged:  

20/02232/FUL: Erection of two houses, 46m SW Drummondreach Steading, Alcaig (not brownfield). 

21/04324/PIP: New House, 165m S of Foxlea House, Highfield Park (Hinterland, flooding, contamination). Paper 
submitted by applicant on how to deal with the drainage. 

22/00875/FUL: Erection of House, 165M NE Of Northwood, Urquhart, Alcaig, Conon Bridge: Objection reflecting 
original reasons as with first request. 
Comments lodged: 

21/01624/FUL: Extension, garage, outbuilding, Willowbank, Brae of Kinkell: Comments lodged requesting that 
residents’ concerns should be considered for mitigation measures. Revised details have been submitted by the 
applicant in order to address residents’/ FCC’s comments. Resident has submitted further information to THC 
and FCC arguing that residents’ issues have not been addressed and receiving no reply from THC has asked FCC 
to help. 

21/02095/FUL: Erect house, north of Lochside, Duncanston: Comment questioning fit with Hinterland Policy. 
Developer decided to make changes to the build without requesting permission. 
21/05575/PIP: House, 55m SE of 7 Raven Croft, Culbokie: FCC registered as consultee. 
21/05576/PIP: House, east of Schoolcroft, Culbokie: As above. 
21/05577/PIP: House, east of Schoolcroft, Culbokie: including the two above, requested taken as a group, 
explore safest access, footpath provision. THC has agreed to consider as a group. 
Alleged Breaches of Conditions: 
20/01531/FUL: Plot 1, 45m SE of Mulbuie Hall: No 1.2m pathway? As applicant has not filled out an occupation 
notice the ‘works’ are not seen to be complete so no breach as yet although the Meeting noted that the house 
has been fully occupied since December 2021.     
19/02467/FUL: 1 Fowlers Croft, Culbokie: 2m high fence when only 0.9m is permitted? Iain to look at fence and 
report back. 
Planning Enforcement Charter Report lodged for alleged breach in the grounds of the former Church of Scotland 
site at Urquhart. Acknowledgement to FCC’s enquiry received.  
 
New Applications:  
 



22/01738/FUL: Installation of 12kW air source heat pump, Findon Hall, Culbokie, Dingwall, IV7 8GX: No 
comment. 
22/01930/PNO: Erection of agricultural building, Brae Dunvournie, Duncanston, Dingwall, IV7 8JB: Noted.  
 
Other Issues: 
Submitted a request to THC for update about safety measures attached to the Eight Acres development.  
 
ACTIVE PROJECTS: (Updates below on all FCC’s linkages but only if new information).  
 

Glascairn Development: Karen reported back from a meeting with Tullochs. Almost allocated all of the houses 
and will be completely wound up by August. Gap between the properties and the outside fence has been 
membraned etc and will remain Tulloch’s responsibility to maintain through the factoring arrangement. 
Complaint about working on the Bank Holiday: Tullochs agreed they did have workers there on the Bank Holiday 
and Karen to write to see if at least an apology can be made.  

Community Services: Request put in to clean and safely restore the Bus Shelter near the shop. 

Culbokie Woods Core Path: Chicane structure is in the depot awaiting installation. 

BICC: In preparation for FCC’s second and final meeting in the chair, discussions with Rory Mair, a local 

government expert, have led to an agenda for next week’s meeting that will explore what BICC can achieve 

collectively. 

Bruce explained the background to FCC’s view on the new process just beginning to enable greater influence 

by community groups. FCC wishes to support and test this new system now in place with the Black Isle Area 

Committee.  

Broadband in the Easter Kinkell area: Bruce has sought feedback from Kate Forbes’ Office which is seeking 
clarification on BT Openreach’s upgrade in a small Easter Kinkell cluster (no clarification from BT yet). 

Ferintosh Volunteers: Have responded quickly and positively to a resident request for short term grass cutting 
and received gratitude in return. 

Pothole Hunters: No further pothole filling has taken place and THC has not sent on its map for the volunteers 
to update. The team is therefore in the process of creating its own map to help THC in this project. Bruce 
explained to the BI Councillors the background here using a Participation Request and the emerging feeling that 
full partnership involvement by THC may not be happening. A view may have to be taken later in the Summer 
that THC may need to be persuaded to provide more resources for this legally constructed project.  

Flooding: THC has committed to emptying the sump (solidified contents) before October but has made no 
commitment to installing the full flood prevention system. Residents’ prompt for an earlier response has not 
received a reply.  

Ferintosh Community Bus (FCB): The charge point beside the Culbokie Spar has been mounted on to its plinth 
but not yet connected (expected the end of June). New leaflets and business cards were circulated to encourage 
spreading the word to residents, particularly those who are isolated from services. Cllr Johnston asked about 
transporting under 16s and Bruce explained that with drivers PVG checked then it is possible but each case will 
be judged on its merits. It is intended to try to provide transport for those students attending after school clubs. 
 
Monthly data (single journey equivalents): Jul:36; Aug:45; Sep:52; Oct:56; Nov:54; Jan:34; Feb:38 (incl. 1 
community journey); Mar:48 (incl. 2 community journeys); 45 (incl.6 community journeys). 
 



Email list: Up 4 to 750 (over 42% (estimated as 740 residents) of voting residents).  

Remembrance of Simon’s Loch Disaster: Jim reported on the background to this project i.e. the tragedy of 

three young lives lost on 18 May 1952 and the plans to hold a Commemoration Service on 18 May 2022, 2pm 

at New Urquhart Cemetery. This will go out to the email list and hopefully into this week’s Ross-shire Journal.   

Karen thanked Jim for all his efforts.  

REPORTS (from public bodies and local organisations): 

Police Scotland: The monthly report contained the following: Three separate reports on the A9 with two 
drivers receiving fixed penalties for no MOT (Cromarty Bridge, Findon) and a third driver receiving a fixed 
penalty for speeding (Coulnagour). On A835, enquiries are ongoing into a driver stopped for driving whilst 
unfit through drugs (Conon Bridge). On B9169, a driver received a fixed penalty for using a handheld device 
(near Culbokie). 
 
CORRESPONDENCE and REQUESTS (please contact FCC on ferintoshcc30@gmail.com if you would like any 
further information on these items):  
 
Organisations: BICC: notification of hustings; THC Trading Standards: notification of a track’n’trace scam; 
Neighbourhood Watch: advising a cyber spring clean; Scottish Water: digital newsletter and contacts list; Port 
of Cromarty Firth: notification of community meeting on 4th May; HSCN: newsletter and seeking Trustees; THC: 
Fund Finder, covid weekly update, looking for Highland Youth Convener; THC/Cllr Craig Fraser: farewell email 
and thanks to Community Councils; Newsletters from Scottish Community Councils /Scottish Rural Action 
/CCT/FCC; UHI: the merging of three colleges gained consultative support; NHS Scotland: encouraging residents 
to sign up to SHARE to assist health research; Scottish Government: Consultation about progress on allotment 
provision re. Community Empowerment Act. 
 
Residents: suggesting a commemoration event for the Simon’s Loch tragedy (explained FCC’s plans); pointing 
out potential breach of planning by Tullochs working on a Bank Holiday (to be followed up); complaint of buses 
idling when driver goes into shop (Stagecoach informed); no leaflets from BI prospective councillors and only 
from Dingwall ones despite living in Ward 9 (Councillors explained the difficulties of Royal Mail delivering simply 
within a  Ward); request for short term gardening help (satisfied by Ferintosh Volunteers); thanks to FCC for all 
it does; voicing concern about the withdrawal of scheduled direct off-peak public bus services between 
Culbokie and Inverness; wrong bus fares from Culbokie (Stagecoach informed and for the 25 service that diverts 
off the A9 through Culbokie, requesting ‘Ferintosh’ as the starting point of the journey gives the correct 
subsidised fare); asking about planning permission for ham radio systems (provided some links and suggested 
calling planners). 
 
INTERACTION WITH RESIDENTS:  Congratulations to FCC for all it does. Bird nuisance caused by excess feeding 
of bread to birds.  
  
AOCB:  None 
 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING: Wednesday 8 June at 7.15pm at Ferintosh Hall.    

Contact details for comments; to join the email list; to receive minutes electronically: 

Bruce Morrison, Secretary, 01349 877127; ferintoshcc30@gmail.com, http://ferintoshcc.co.uk; 
http://fb.me/Ferintosh 
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