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Many events and services for Remembrance 
Day are taking a very different shape this 

year.  
 

Many of us will go every year to our church 
or nearest war memorial and remember the 
men and women who lost their lives in the 

Wars. 
 

We can’t do that this year, so I thought I 
would put a Remembrance Edition of The 

Noticeboard together with the history of the 
Black Isle during the wars.  

 
Let’s us keep all those who lost their lives in 
our hearts and mind and remember those 

who are still fighting for our country today. 

 
Until then stay safe!  

Eilidh 
(Editor) 
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They cover the fields where the men once were, 
They cover the graves where the men now are. 

 
Red as blood, 

Black as night, 
Upon green stalks, 

as they hold their heads high. 
 

We wear them with honour, 
We wear them with pride, 

We wear them to remember 
the ones who have died. 

 
They gave their lives 

Young and old. 
They gave their lives brave and bold. 

 
We salute their courage and we salute their fear, 

We remember them now from far and near. 
 

We wear our poppies for those who once were. 
Who gave their lives for us to be here. 

We stand silent for them. 
We stand and salute them. 

 
We wear them with honour, 
We wear them with pride, 

We wear our poppies to remember 
those who gave their lives. 

 
Poem written by Eilidh Richmond 
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In loving memory of Peter Brown Macintyre, 
Captain 4th Seaforth Highlanders,  
Died of wounds in Flanders, 3rd August 1917,  
Aged 32 years. 
 
His Father and Mother, Sisters and Brother, return 
sincere thanks for kind sympathy in their very 
great sorrow, and for the many loving tributes to 
his memory. 
 
Findon, 
Conon Bridge, 
Rossshire. 
 
 

Newspaper article. Culbokie Community 
Trust [online] available at: https://www.culboki-
ect.org/index.asp?pageid=680261 (30th Octo-
ber 2020) Provided to CCT by Alistair McIntyre, 
give for use in The Noticeboard by Roger 
Piercy 

THE LAST POST 

ON THE 11TH OF NOVEMBER IF YOU STAND OUTSIDE IN CULBOKIE  

OR THE SURROUNDING AREA  

YOU WILL HEAR THE LAST POST AND REVALLIE BEING PLAYED FROM UPPER 

BREA FINDON AT 11:AM    

FOLLOWED BY THE 1MINUTE SILENCE AND THEN THE REVALLIE. 
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Newspaper article. Culbokie Community Trust [online] availa-
ble at: https://www.culbokiect.org/index.asp?pageid=680261 
(30th October 2020) Provided to CCT by Alistair McIntyre, give 
for use in The Noticeboard by Roger Piercy 
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George Willox and Forbes Miller 
	

                  

While clearing and preparing the building inside for the contractor to convert the Old Primary School 

into the Culbokie Church Centre I found the above piece of paper with writing between two schoolboy 

friends, George Willox and Forbes Miller, behind some panelling in what would have been the Head-

masters room. The date intrigued me as it was only 22 years after the state education school opened. 

 

The names also made me wonder what became of them but sadly I didn't have to look very far as 

both their lives had been cut short and had fallen during the WW1 conflict in Europe.  I found 

both their names on the brass Commemorative Memorial Plaque now held in the new Culbokie Pri-

mary School across the road. 

Alastair Rose, Craiglea, Schoolcroft October 2018, letters. [online] available at: https://www.culboki-
ect.org/index.asp?pageid=680237 (30th October 2020) Provided to CCT by Alistair Rose. Given for use in 
The Noticeboard by Roger Piercy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Remember The Others 

Whilst most years Remembrance Day is remembering our men and women who serve 

their country in the military, this year is also a year to remember all those men and women 

who have been working hard at home in our hospital. This has been a trying year for all 

those working in hospitals be they doctors, nurses, kitchen staff, electricians, porters and 

janitors who have gone above and beyond in these trying times. So when we stand for our 

one minute silence let us remember them with thanks. 
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For	the	Fallen	
 
BY	LAURENCE	BINYON 	
	

With	proud	thanksgiving,	a	mother	for	her	children,	
England	mourns	for	her	dead	across	the	sea.	
Flesh	of	her	flesh	they	were,	spirit	of	her	spirit,	
Fallen	in	the	cause	of	the	free.	
	
Solemn	the	drums	thrill;	Death	august	and	royal		
Sings	sorrow	up	into	immortal	spheres,	
There	is	music	in	the	midst	of	desolation	
And	a	glory	that	shines	upon	our	tears.	
	
They	went	with	songs	to	the	battle,	they	were	young,	
Straight	of	limb,	true	of	eye,	steady	and	aglow.	
They	were	staunch	to	the	end	against	odds	uncounted;	
They	fell	with	their	faces	to	the	foe.	
	
They	shall	grow	not	old,	as	we	that	are	left	grow	old:		
Age	shall	not	weary	them,	nor	the	years	condemn.	
At	the	going	down	of	the	sun	and	in	the	morning	
We	will	remember	them.	
	
They	mingle	not	with	their	laughing	comrades	again;		
They	sit	no	more	at	familiar	tables	of	home;	
They	have	no	lot	in	our	labour	of	the	day-time;	
They	sleep	beyond	England's	foam.	
	
But	where	our	desires	are	and	our	hopes	profound,		
Felt	as	a	well-spring	that	is	hidden	from	sight,	
To	the	innermost	heart	of	their	own	land	they	are	known	
As	the	stars	are	known	to	the	Night;	
	
As	the	stars	that	shall	be	bright	when	we	are	dust,		
Moving	in	marches	upon	the	heavenly	plain;	
As	the	stars	that	are	starry	in	the	time	of	our	darkness,		
To	the	end,	to	the	end,	they	remain.	
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HMS NATAL 

  
On the 30th December 1915, Captain Eric Back hosted the civilians of Invergordon on the HMS Na-
tal, anchored in the Cromarty Firth. 
 
However, on the afternoon of the 30th there was a tragic and devastating explosion killing 421 crew 
and civilians’ visitors including women and children. During the afternoon of the 30th December 
1915, HMS Natal, under the command of Captain Eric Back, blew up at anchor with a great loss of 
life. 421 crew and civilian visitors died in the explosion, including women and children.  400 of the 
crew survived. 
 
HMS Natal was a ‘Warrior Class’ cruiser of 13550 tons.  She was launched in 1905 and had an inter-
esting history before the First World War.  In 1914 she joined the Second Cruiser Squadron, which by 
1915 was based in the Cromarty Firth, in the north of Scotland. 
 
Cromarty Cemetery up at the Gaelic chapel holds 15 war graves and more are in Rosskeen Parish 
Graveyard. The vast majority of the 414 naval casualties are commemorated at three memorials at 
Portsmouth, Plymouth and Chatham. 
 
The Natal Gardens was opened on Saturday 15 July 2000, at Invergordon which contains a com-
memorative plaque remembering the Natal. Over Lockdown the residents of Invergordon created 
pebbles illustrating how lockdown had been to them as well as the pebbles commemorating the Na-
tal. You can now see a lovely display of artwork in the Natal Gardens.  
 
A buoy in the Cromarty Firth marks where the ship now lies. 

 

(photo on the right) HMS Natal in the early years. Post-
card in the Author's Collection. (unknown) postcard 
[online] Available at https://www.hmsnatal.co.uk 
 
(Below) photo of the pebbles at the Natal Gardens in 
Invergordon. Photo by Eilidh Richmond  
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D DAY TRAINING 

During the second world war Fortrose and Rosemarkie Golf Club was taken over by the military, and 
the course was used for training purposes. 
 
It was on this course that the military trained in preparation for the D Day Landings. It had been found 
that the coastline, beaches and road structure from Nairn to Burghead were similar to those at 
Ouistreham in Normandy. The training exercise involved taking tanks across the Black Isle to Fortrose. 
They were then loaded on to amphibious crafts moored in the Ness. They then sailed across the Moray 
Firth to the opposite beach at Nairn. 
 
It only came to light very recently that these exercises had taken place for this purpose as the D Day 
landings were top secret. If you walk along Rosemarkie beach to Chanonry, there is still evidence of 
piers that jutted out into the water. 
 
The D Day landings started in the early hours 6th June 1944. Up to 7,000 ships and landing craft were 
involved, delivering a total of 156,000 men and 10,000 vehicles to the five beaches along the carefully 
selected stretch of the Normandy coast. The landings would not have been possible without the support 
of massive air and naval forces, which were much stronger than the Germans. 
 
On D-Day alone, as many as 4,400 troops died from the combined allied forces. Some 9,000 were 
wounded or missing.  Total German casualties on the day are not known but are estimated as being 
between 4,000 and 9,000 men.  Thousands of French civilians also perished, mainly as a result of 
bombing raids carried out by allied forces.  
 

 

 

Remember those who serve before. 

Remember those who are no more. 

Remember those who serve today. 

Remember them all on Remembrance Day. 

 


