
Chairman report 2020 
 
In normal circumstances the VH committee aims to keep the VH building in good repair, and to organise 
social events to maintain a good community spirit in the village.  These events help fund the maintenance 
of the Hall and are an important part of what we do.   
However, with the Covid 19 pandemic in 2020, and Government restrictions and lockdowns, 2020 has 
meant we have not been able to do any village social events.  As a committee though, we all live in the 
community, and have all been in contact with our village neighbours throughout this difficult year, and a 
monthly report has been included in the North Wootton News as a means of continuing to engender a 
sense of community, despite being unable to join together.   
We have maintained the Village Green as a place where, when permitted by Government rules, members 
of the village or visitors could enjoy some time relaxing and playing.   
 
The lockdown measures and restrictions in place since March 2020 have reduced income from Hall hire to 
virtually nothing.  We followed guidelines produced by ACRE to compile a set of rules relevant to our own 
hall, making it a Covid safe building, but numbers allowed inside within those rules was restricted to 18.  
Despite it being Covid safe, and therefore eligible for hire during some of the year, concerns about meeting 
together meant we only welcomed one family wake, early in 2020, with no more hire bookings at all.  
We contacted regular users -  the toddler group, weekly café, church and a home education group – when 
rules would have allowed meetings within our Covid safe environment, but even when ‘allowed’, these 
groups didn’t feel comfortable planning to meet.  
(The annual accounts show an income from Hall hire of £1130.56, but in the detail notes £1056.93 of this 
income was for 2019 Hall hire) 
 
Our normal income from fundraising social events, usually used for maintenance, was nil in 2020. 
 
The Glastonbury festival, in years when it would normally take place, provides the village with upwards of 
£1,500 towards VH funds. This too was nil for 2020, and will be so for 2021 too. 
 
Despite not being used we have heated the Hall to avoid frozen pipes and deterioration of the building, and 
also paid Lucy Lester a retainer as the cleaner and bookings clerk.  Recommendations such as flushing 
water through pipes etc have also been carried out.  Other outgoings which have continued through the 
year include Insurance, Rates, Electricity (though reduced), Water and Fire safety checks; these have all 
still needed to be funded.  Annual PAT testing also needs to be completed. 
 
So, no income, and some outgoings is not a good balance sheet, but, we have received support from  
Mendip District Council who made grants available to Village Halls to help with lost income. We 
successfully applied for a grant of £10,000, available by application to MDC to all village Halls.  Without 2 
years of festival income and at least 18 months of Hall hire, and a likely slow return to normality, we are 
very grateful for the help.   
We had just completed the interior decoration of the Hall, and have the kitchen as our next project, but feel 
we should keep our financial reserves for this ’rainy day’, and look at this fairly large expenditure, when 
things are more settled.   
 
The old telephone box, which is used a village library, has been painted, and our thanks go to Steve 
Bayley, who moved to the village in 2020 and offered his services.  He has done a great job, and it is no 
longer an eyesore! 
 
We are still awaiting the final lease document from the Diocesan Board of Finance; it has been a 
frustrating, and lengthy process, and continues – now in year 5.  Our thanks continue to go to Bill Bartlett 
for all his work – the delay is through no fault of his. 
 
We have submitted an entry to the Doomsday record of Village Halls being compiled by ACRE as a 
historical record of the contribution Village Halls make to local communities 
 
In 2018, we listed ongoing maintenance and improvements that we would need to, or like to do in the next 
few years, and the last time I reported we had completed the 

 Electricity inspection/upgrade of meters and wiring where necessary 

 Repaired the damaged wall around tree in car park , though this has been damaged again 



 Replaced the support for the electricity box on the village green  

 Repaired the cooker and replaced the microwave in the kitchen  

Since then we have  

 Fully upgraded all the electricity supply and wiring, now with safety certification 

 Completed some repairs to the car park surface, with thanks to Alun and Elaine Jenkins who 
donated/recycled their drive gravel to fill in some of the potholes.  (Though this probably needs 
more attention now) 

 Replaced the mower –the old one has kept going, but a replacement became available and we 
have taken the opportunity to do this. 

 
The 2 larger projects we had identified have not yet been started. 

 Refurbishment of the kitchen 

 Improvement of the heating/insulation.  

Once the new lease is finalised allowing us to apply for grants, and life has returned to some normality 
after the Covid pandemic, we will be able look at these again. 
 

 

I would like to thank the committee, without whom we would not have a viable and valuable asset to North 
Wootton.  In lockdown our meetings were suspended, but we have been in regular contact, and all the 
committee members have been fully included in any decisions made.  
Even during lockdown other members of the village have continued to contribute to the running of the Hall 
and village Green – Sonya and Ken Leaman who maintain the area in front of the Hall and around the car 
park, the mowers who cut the Green, Steve Bayley for painting the phone box, Jeff Macklin for keeping the 
accounts, Liz Lester and Holly Wilson for organising the library.  Apologies if I have missed anyone.  
We continue to look for new members to join us on the committee.  
 
Sarah Laing 
Chairman VH and Green Committee 

 

 
  
 


