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Simon Shimmin reported as follows: 

 As for all of us, the past year has been an extraordinary one for your Parish Council 

which has been operating under emergency Covid-19 related legislation which came 

in to force just before the start of the municipal year. 

 Those of you familiar with the way Parish Councils work in more normal times will 

know that we usually hold an Annual Parish Council Meeting in May at which a 

number of annual processes, including the election of a Chairman and Vice-

Chairman, take place.   

 The emergency regulations waived many of these requirements last year, including 

the requirement to elect a new Chairman and Vice-Chairman so I and Alistair Bovey, 

your Vice-Chairman, have continued in position for a second year.  

 Since then, just as we are this evening, we have continued to carry out our normal 

duties via a combination of online meetings using Zoom and, to a lesser extent, by 

email. 

 However, what you may not know is that these emergency regulations contained a 

so-called sunset clause which means that they expire at the end of this week, after 

which it will no longer be legal to conduct Parish Council meetings online. 

 Many of us expected the government to extend the emergency regulations by a few 

months to enable us to continue to meet online until normal meetings in the Village 

Hall are again possible, but this has not happened. 

 So we have brought the date of this year’s Annual Parish Council Meeting, which 

follows this meeting later this evening, forward by two weeks so we can conduct it 

on-line.  

 Once the emergency legislation was in place, we were able to carry on with our 

regular bi-monthly meetings, plus occasional additional meetings to enable us to 

comply with the 21 day time limit imposed by MDC for comments on planning 

applications. 

 Planning matters continue to form an important part of the council’s work.   

 It is perhaps worth reminding everyone that Parish Councils have no decision making 

powers on planning applications but, apart from some agricultural applications, we 

are normally consulted on all applications in the parish and special procedures apply 

if the district council choose not to follow our recommendations. 

 We therefore look very carefully at all planning applications and try to reach a 

balanced recommendation on whether or not MDC should approve them, where 

appropriate after visiting the site.  

 Inevitably, it is not always possible to satisfy everyone with our recommendations, 

but we do our best. 



 As in previous years, we have again been pretty successful in getting MDC to agree 

with our recommendations. 

 Turning to other matters, it seems a long time ago now but the year started with the 

welcome news that our efforts, along with those of neighbouring parishes and 

groups of affected residents, had succeeded in persuading the authorities to 

abandon plans to construct a bypass round Pilton which, depending on the route 

chosen, would have had very damaging effects on the village. 

 We continue to remain alert to this and similar developments. 

 Since then, Covid-19 related matters have inevitably taken a good deal of our time.   

 Although the number and complexity of them have now decreased, initially there 

was a great deal of information from central and local government.  We made much 

of this available to everyone on our website and have also tried to keep you 

informed via the North Wootton News which, for a time, could not be published on 

paper so it too was put on our website. 

 One particularly unwelcome Covid-related development was a decision by MDC to 

close Long Drove to vehicles to try to encourage cyclists commuting between 

Glastonbury and Wells to use this route rather than the A39.  

 We were not consulted before this closure and, as far as we could judge, village 

opinion was almost completely opposed to it. 

 However, it was vigorously supported by the cycling lobby who are a vociferous 

crowd and it was quite a struggle to persuade MDC that Long Drove is important to 

road user of all persuasions from the village – those on four or more wheels, two or 

none – and eventually we got the closure order lifted.  

 Again, we remain alert to similar developments affecting other local roads. 

 We are continuing the programme of re-furbishing finger posts around the village 

under the direction of Councillor Bovey and we hope that you agree that the results 

so far have been excellent – thank you Alistair.  

 The work is not cheap but we have budgeted to complete the process later this year. 

 Alistair also continues to maintain regular contact with SCC Highways Department to 

keep on top of the never-ending issues with potholes and other damage on the 

village roads. 

 Councillor Hoddinott’s excellent contacts with the staff at SCC ‘s Footpaths 

Department continue to enable us to keep on top of maintenance of the network of 

footpaths in the village.  He has recently submitted a list of required repairs which 

we hope will be given attention this summer.   

 We are also working with local landowners to improve the maintenance of Mead 

Lane which is overgrown in some places and some of the drainage rhynes need 

attention. 

 As you will hear shortly, it’s been a difficult year for the Village Hall and Green 

Committee as the hall has had to close during the pandemic.  We are continuing to 



support them financially by giving them an annual grant towards the cost of running 

the hall rather than funding specific projects.  The intention of this is to give Sarah 

Laing and her committee better opportunities to plan for the future with more 

assurance of continuing financial support from village funds. 

 During the year we have been consulted a number of times about the proposed 

reorganisation of local government in Somerset.  Two options are on the table – in 

‘One Somerset’, the existing County and District Councils would be replaced by a 

single unitary authority.  The other proposal ‘Stronger Somerset’ would create two 

unitary authorities with some shared services. 

 In addition to receiving material from the proposers of the two schemes, we have 

attended a number of briefings on them and participated in discussions with 

neighbouring Parish Councils on our preferred option.  Whilst it wasn’t a clear cut 

decision, we decided to support the ‘Stronger Somerset’ option.  

 The formal position now is that the Secretary of State will make a decision but in a 

very recent development we now learn that everyone in the county is to be given a 

vote on their preferred option.   

 We were also consulted about the ‘Planning for the Future’ White Paper which 

proposes far-reaching reforms of the current planning system. 

 Those of you who stay on to the Parish Council Meeting that follows this will hear 

more about the Village finances.  In summary, the council’s income comes from the 

Parish Precept, which we set annually and which is collected from you, the Council 

Tax Payers of the village, via your Council Tax demands.   

 Because this is such a small council, expenditure does tend to vary from year to year.  

This year’s precept is lower than last year, and we are working to try to maintain a 

consistent level, thoughthis is hard to achieve. 

 Finally, I’d like to end with some thank yous. 

 In no particular order, but firstly, I’d like on your behalf to thank Hazel Brinton, our 

Parish Clerk.  In addition to her routine work of assisting us and keeping me and the 

rest of the council aware of the legislative requirements of our roles, she has had a 

great deal of additional work this year to set up and facilitate online meetings and to 

sift through and prioritise the voluminous Covid- related documentation we have 

been sent. 

 Secondly, we were well-supported by our District Councillor, Nigel Hewitt-Cooper 

and our MP, James Heappey, on the two controversial road issues we had to deal 

with during the year – the Pilton bypass and the closure of Long Drove. 

 Thirdly, to the organisers and volunteers of St Peter’s Cares.  Parish councils were 

asked to ensure an organisation of this kind was available within their community to 

provide support to those struggling during the pandemic.  We were pleased and 

grateful that the existing St Peter’s Cares organisation already provided what we 

were expected to set up. 



 Fourthly, to my fellow councillors for their support and encouragement during the 

year.  Some of you may have seen the YouTube clips of another particularly 

dysfunctional parish council – I’m pleased to report we manage much more 

harmoniously here! 

 And finally, and very importantly, I’d again like to thank you and other loyal villagers 

who have continued to follow our activities online via the YouTube stream of our 

meetings and provide their suggestions and comments in between – thank you.  My 

fellow councillors and I very much look forward, all being well, to welcoming you 

back to the Village Hall next month for in-person meetings.  

 There will be an opportunity later in the agenda to contribute ideas and suggestions 

for the future work of the council but if you have any questions on our work over the 

last year I’d be happy to take them now. 


