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NORTH WOOTTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of North Wootton Parish Council held 

at North Wootton Village Hall on Tuesday 16th November 2021. 

Present: Cllrs Kathryn Bissett, Alistair Bovey, Martin Hoddinott, Simon Shimmin 

(Chairman) and Martin Smith. 

Also Present:  Kate Egan (Locum Clerk) and Helen Jenkins (New Parish Clerk). 

60/21  Welcome by the Chairman 

61/21  Apologies for absence 

  All Councillors were present. 

62/21  Absent 

  All Councillors were present. 

63/21  Declarations of Interest 

  There were no declarations of interest from the Councillors. 

64/21  Public session  

There were four members of the public in attendance.  One resident asked 

if the Parish Council would consider planting wildflowers and seeds on the 

verges to the entrance to the village.  This would enhance the entrances to 

the village.  This will be discussed at the next meeting. 

65/21  County and District Councillor Reports 

District Councillor Nigel Hewitt-Cooper and County Councillor Graham Noel 

were not in attendance.  A County Council report had been received prior to 

the meeting; this is listed under correspondence. 

66/21 To confirm the minutes of the previous meetings held on 22nd 

September and 26th October 2021, previously circulated. 

 The Council RESOLVED that the minutes of 22nd September 2021 and 26th 

October 2021 be accepted as a true record and were signed by the Chair. 

67/21  Matters arising but not on the agenda 

  There were no matters arising but not on the agenda. 

68/21 Planning Applications – If other planning applications are received 

between the date of this notice and the date of the meeting, they may 

be considered. 

 No Planning Applications had been received. 

69/21  Planning Applications being monitored 

(a) ENF/2021/0224 Land at 354388 142033 Long Drove, Launcherly, North 

Wootton, Wells.  An enforcement case has been opened due to an 

encampment. 

(b) ENF/2021/0199 Crossways Inn, Stocks Lane, North Wootton.  An 

enforcement case has been opened regarding a structure enclosing a 

TV screen. 
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70/21  Policies 

(a) Asset List  

The Council RESOLVED to adopt the Asset List; this will be reviewed 

annually. 

(b) Annual Risk Assessment  

The Council RESOLVED to adopt the Annual Risk Assessment; this will 

be reviewed annually. 

(c) Publication Scheme 

The Council RESOLVED to adopt the Publication Scheme. 

71/21  To Be Resolved 

(a) Discussion on signage on Tanyard Lane 

Following a discussion on the size and number of vehicles that use 

Tanyard Lane, the Council although sympathetic with the problem 

decided not to take any further steps on this matter. 

(b) Discussion and proposal to appoint the Internal Auditor for this 

year.  

The Council RESOLVED to appoint Anthony John Bradfield as the 

internal auditor for 2021/2022. 

(c) Confirmation for the dates of future meetings  

The Council RESOLVED to meet on the third Tuesday of alternate 

months, the dates agreed (until September 2022) will be published on 

the website. 

(d) Appointment of a Parish Clerk for North Wootton Parish Council 

The Council RESOLVED to appoint Helen Jenkins as the new Parish 

Clerk for North Wootton, Kate Egan (currently acting as Locum Clerk) 

will be employed for another couple of months in order to mentor Helen 

and help with the first few initial months. 

(e) Early discussions on the draft budget for 2022/23  

The Council discussed the budget.  Cllr Simon Shimmin, Helen and Kate 

will meet to prepare the budget and the precept application ready for 

approval at the next meeting.  An additional item for the budget was the 

possibility to improve signage entering the village, Cllr Alistair Bovey 

agreed to investigate the cost. 

72/21  Clerks Report 

(a) Listed Building Consent for Batts Bridge is still being investigated by 

Cllrs Simon Shimmin and Alistair Bovey, updates will be provided once 

further information is known. 

(b) Updates on the trusteeship for the Village Green.  This is still a work in 

progress and once more information is known, an update will be 

released. 

(c) Update on the progression on the Unitary Council for Somerset.  

Councillors were given the latest updates and as information comes in, it 

will be forwarded. 
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(d) Update on the river’s authority regarding the culvert at the end of Mead 

Lane.  The landowner remains responsible for this work but the River 

Board will, if asked, provide the necessary plastic culvert.  Update Cllr 

Simon Shimmin will contact the landowners to inform them that Cllr 

Martin Hoddinott has very kindly offered to carry out the work required. 

(e) Unfortunately, Somerset County Council don’t supply bags of salt and 

because take up of the service was low over the last couple of years, 

Taunton are not offering it this year, but councils are welcome to 

purchase their own from local builders’ merchants, DIY stores, etc.  

Update The Parish Council agreed not to take any action on this. 

73/21  Finance 

  Bank Balance as at 4th October 2021 - £10,017.31 

  Receipts 

(a) VAT Refund for HMRC - £1,044.49 – paid by bacs 04.10.21 

Payments 

(b) Replacement defibrillator pads – mentioned on the previous minutes but 

remain unpaid - £116.00 

(c) Locum Clerks salary – September £150.00 

(d) Locum Clerks Salary – October £150.00 

(e) Annual Insurance - £167.44 

(f) Annual Subscription to the ICO £ 35.00 – pd by DD 21.07.21 

 

The Council RESOLVED to accept the extra receipt from the HMRC as this 

does not appear on the agenda. 

 

The Council RESOLVED to make the above payments. 

 

74/21  Reports 

(a) Highways 

Cllr Alistair Bovey gave a verbal report covering the ongoing blocked 

gully on Lower Westholme Road so causing flooding issues.  A list of 

potholes around the village have been forwarded to Somerset Highways 

plus a reminder of the white lines that need repainting. 
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(b) Footpaths – including plans for meeting January 2026 deadline for 

confirming public rights of way. 

Cllr Martin Hoddinott gave a verbal report informing Councillors that as 

far as he was aware, Somerset County Council had not completed any 

of the requested repairs to stiles, though Cllr Simon Shimmin had noted 

that some stiles in the Barrow Hill area had been improved.  It was 

possible that this work had been done by Mendip Ramblers, not 

Somerset County Council.  Cllr Simon Shimmin also reminded 

Councillors of the deadline for confirming public rights of way and to start 

asking residents to let them know about used and unused footpaths in 

the village.  An article will be published in the North Wootton news 

asking residents for information.  The idea of a large map was suggested 

showing all the footpaths, Cllr Martin Hoddinott offered to arrange this 

and display it in a prominent place. 

(c) Moors and Levels 

Cllr Martin Smith gave a verbal report about the high-water level on 

Redlake and the issue of trees and debris which results in burst river 

banks and localised flooding.  Cllr Simon Shimmin will speak to the 

Environment Agency to seek their advice and Cllr Martin Hoddinott will 

do the same with the NFU. 

75/21  Correspondence 

(a) SCC Report – October 2021 – forwarded 01.10.2021 

(b) Councillor Training Events in October – forwarded 04.10.2021 

(c) Invitation to Rewilding Somerset Event on 19th November – forwarded 

18.10.21 

(d) PowerPoint presentation from the Town and Parish Council conference 

held on 7th October – forwarded 18.10.21 

(e) Invitation to the Somerset Water Forum being held on 19th November – 

forwarded 21.10.21 

(f) Somerset County Council report for November – forwarded 02.11.21 

(g) Somerset draft structural changes order – forwarded 09.11.21 

76/21  Matters to report/items for next agenda 

  There were no matters to report or items for the next agenda. 

77/21 Date and time of next meeting:  Tuesday 18th January to be held at the 

Village Hall starting at 7.30pm 

  

  Meeting Closed 9.15pm 


