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Minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting of North Wootton Parish Council held at 
North Wootton Village Hall on Wednesday 25th August 2021. 
 
PRESENT: Cllr S Shimmin (Chairman), Cllr K Bissett and Cllr M Smith. 
 
Also present: three members of the public. 
 
36/21 Apologies for absence 

Apologies were received from Cllr Bovey and Cllr Hoddinott. 
 

37/21 Declarations of interest 
There were no declarations of interests. 
 

38/21 Public Participation 
Those present made representations on the planning matter considered under 
the next item. 
 

39/21 Planning matters 

a) Proposal: Application for a Certificate of Lawful Existing Development 
for the stationing of a twin-unit caravan and a shepherd hut within the 
garden of The Forge House, Dark Lane, North Wootton 021/1670/CLE 
 
After discussion of the issues involved and consideration of 
representations from the public it was: 
Resolved: that the following response be made 
This application concerns two separate additions to the redevelopment 
of the Forge site in North Wootton as approved under application 
2019/1813/FUL, a free-standing structure adjacent to Dark Lane (the 
studio) and a wheel-mounted shepherd hut, currently parked adjacent 
to the studio. 
 
NWPC is not competent to judge whether or not the studio legitimately 
falls within the provisions of the Caravan Act as asserted in the 
application. We do, however, question whether the use of post-
construction cladding may have affected compliance with this Act.  The 
studio was erected before the rest of the new house, and we thought it 
was a temporary structure that would be removed once the rest of the 
approved development was complete. We therefore regret that it was 
not included in the original application for the redevelopment of the site 
and that approval for it is now being sought retrospectively using the 
Caravan Act, an apparent loophole in the normal planning process. 
However, subject to the remarks below, we do not object to the studio 
in principle, just the process that has been adopted to gain consent for 
it.  
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We also have no objection to the parking of the shepherd hut within the 
garden. 
 
However, if MDC decides these new structures are legitimate, we 
request that the Certificate of Lawfulness includes a condition that their 
use will be limited to purposes ancillary to the domestic activities of the 
applicants, and not for any commercial purposes (for example as 
Airbnb accommodation) except for occasional use in connection with 
the applicants' artistic activities. Although it is not explicitly clear in the 
application, we understand the applicants are prepared to accept a 
condition along these lines 
 

b) Further planning matters 
None received. 
 

40/21 Date of next meeting 
To enable representatives of the council to attend a meeting in Wells to 
discuss the implications of the recent decision to adopt a single unitary local 
authority for Somerset, it was agreed to postpone the planned date of the next 
meeting by one day to 7.30pm on Wednesday 22nd September 2021.  

 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 20:05. 


