
North Wootton Parish Council  

  

Clerk to the Parish   
Hazel Brinton  35, Hannah Drive, Locking, Locking Parklands, North Somerset BS24 7JS 

Tel: 07341 977235 Email: northwoottonparishcouncil@gmail.com  

 Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of North Wootton Parish Council held at North 

Wootton Village Hall on Tuesday 20th July 2021.  

  

PRESENT: Cllr S Shimmin (Chairman), Cllr A Bovey, Cllr K Bissett and Cllr M Hoddinott.  

  

Also present: Hazel Brinton (Clerk), Kate Egan (Locum Clerk), two members of the public  

  

21/21 Apologies for absence  

Apologies were received from Cllr Smith.  

  

22/21 Approval of minutes  

The minutes from the meeting of May 4th 2021 were approved.    

 

23/21 Declarations of interest  

There were no declarations of interests.  

  

24/21 Public Participation  

There were no comments or questions from members of the public.  

  

25/21 Reports from District Councillor, County Councillor and police  

There was no attendance at the meeting by the district or county councillor or police.  

The Clerk had circulated any reports received before the meeting. 

26/21 Matters arising  

None  

  

27/21 Clerk resignation and recruitment of replacement  

The resignation of the clerk due to personal reasons was noted.  Her last day would be 

31st August 2021.  It was proposed that Kate Egan be appointed Locum Clerk whilst a 

permanent replacement was sought.  

Resolved: to appoint Kate Egan as Locum Clerk until a permanent replacement was 

made.  

Resolved: to confirm the rate of pay as per SALC’s recommendation as a deviation from 

the formal pay scale.  

  

28/21 Village Green deed  

The Chairman explained the background to the item. He noted that the current deed 

contained the names of trustees some of whom were no longer available. It was 

proposed that the trustees be any current and future duly elected Chairman and Vice 

Chairman of North Wootton Parish Council.  The Chairman noted that Bill Bartlett would 

complete the necessary legal work pro bono and that the cost of the Land Registry fee 

would be £20.  

Signed by Chairman………………...                                                                    



Resolved: that the current and any future duly elected Chairman and Vice  

Chairman of North Wootton Parish Council be the trustees of the Village Green; that the 

remaining available trustees be asked if they wished to continue in the role; that Bill 

Bartlett be asked to complete the necessary legal work pro bono and that the Land 

Registry sum of £20 be approved.  

  

29/21 Somerset Waste Partnership issues  

It was noted that there had been significant collection issues in North Wootton due to the 

lack of staff and small vehicles capable of passing through the small lanes of North 

Wootton.  The Chairman added that residents had made complaints through the formal 

system but that there were issues with some residents not sorting recycling correctly.  

  

The Chairman would put a reminder in North Wootton News as to the process for 

recycling and the clerk would write to SWP and the District Councillor expressing the 

parish council’s dissatisfaction with the service.  

  

30/21 Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Beacon  

It was agreed to defer the item to the September meeting and in the meantime put an 

item in the North Wootton News and consult the Village Hall Committee.  

  

31/21 Planning matters  

a) Crossways Inn  

The Chairman explained the background to the concern raised with the TV screen in the 

South West corner of the roof terrace.  The clerk was asked to follow the matter up with 

the enforcement officers at MDC in respect of the screen and timings of the live music. 

She was also asked to send the licensing conditions for the premises to members.  

  

The Chairman reported that the earthworks notified to him by residents were as a result 

of the recent installation of a new sewage treatment package.  

b) Further planning matters  

The clerk was asked to report a new encampment of caravans on Lovels Lane to MDC 

Enforcement.  

  

32/21 Finance  

a) It was resolved to approve the payment of the following items of expenditure: o 

Clerks expenses of £155.19 for June and July 2021 including any items paid on 

behalf of council   

o Clerk’s salary for June, July and August 2021  

o SALC Affiliation fees £90.45  

o North Wootton Village Hall Grant £1,500  

o Somerset Forge Fingerpost restoration £2,490  

The Chairman highlighted the advice given by the clerk in respect of the council 

formulating a formal grant application process.  

b) The receipt of the financial statement and bank reconciliation to 4th June as circulated 

by the clerk was noted.  

    

 

 

 

 
Signed by Chairman………………...                                                                    



 

33/21 Parish Reports 

i. Local Government reorganisation  

Members noted that the Secretary of State was due to announce his decision imminently 

and that a watching brief would be maintained.  

ii.Highways  

Cllr Bovey advised that additional white lining in the village was to be carried out by SCC 

and that the pot holes along Long Drove had been marked up ready to be filled.  He 

advised that further investigation by SCC Highways on the flooding on the road down to 

Westholme would take place and was asked to report more potholes on the road to 

Redlake.  

  

Cllr Bovey further reported on his attempts to regularise the parking at Pilton Hill and that 

he had received a communication from the officer at MDC which suggested that the 

authority would not be looking to convert the area to car parking unless the parish council 

would take on the responsibility for creating and managing the space.  

  

Cllr Bovey undertook to check the parking arrangements for the new housing opposite 

the Crossways to confirm the required spaces had been marked out as per the planning 

conditions as it had been alleged that some of the parking at Pilton Hill was by residents 

of this development.  

  

He would also check the planning conditions of number 1 Pilton Hill to see if there was a 

condition requiring the off-road parking for the dwelling to be used.   

iii. Footpaths  

Cllr Hoddinott advised that Chris East from SCC had made contact with the officer who 

undertook the Batts Bridge survey for an update on the survey report.  He further advised 

that the other footpath issues reported to SCC would not be dealt with due to financial 

pressures at the county council.  

  

Members discussed the ongoing matter of a blockage in one of the rhynes along Mead 

Lane and noted the owner of the land where the blockage was suspected had agreed to 

undertake the work necessary to remove it.  

iv. Moors and Levels  

Cllr Smith was not present to report on moors and levels issues.  The Chairman noted 

that a Community Resilience Day was being held by Wessex Water on 4th October and 

felt the parish council should be represented as the main subject matter was flooding 

which would affect parts of North Wootton.  

  

34/21 Other business referred to the clerk and members  

Members noted that the logging of the Certificate of Exemption from External Audit by the 

external auditors.  

  

35/21 Date of next meeting   

The parish council would continue to meet on the third Tuesday bi-monthly with the next 

meeting on 21st September 2021 at 19.30.  Cllr Bovey advised that he may not be 

available for this meeting.  

  

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 20:55.  

 

Signed by Chairman………………...                                                                    


