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TIMEBANK NEWSLETTER      4th April 2022 
 

Dear Members,  

It is a great pleasure to say hello to you all and introduce 

myself.  I have taken over the prestigious reins of 

Timebank Coordinator from the wonderful Lane Thompson who has been 

generously guiding me these past couple of weeks and getting me up to 

speed on all the goings-on of our Timebank.  I have met many of you already 

through our regular Coffee Mornings at the St. Mary’s Centre, and at my first 

Litter Pick on Sat 26th March.   

I moved to Houghton six months ago and have been so welcomed at every 

turn, with cards through our letterbox from neighbours introducing 

themselves, through to offers to prune the wisteria in our back garden.  It 

was an extremely serendipitous turn of events that the role of Coordinator 

was advertised just as I intended to return to work after having my son. 

I became a parent during the first Lockdown and like everyone else, my dreams of a support network were 

quickly thrown out the window.  Without family nearby, I found it extremely difficult to get the help I 

needed.  Sadly, I wasn’t aware of timebanking back then, but it would’ve been the lifeline I needed at a very 

lonely time in my life, especially when I felt that I had nothing to offer in return.  I really hope to use my 

position here to continue the work that Vickie and Lane have done in assuring every member of our 

community that they do have something to offer and that help is there when they need it.  If you know 

someone who hasn’t interacted with our Timebank yet, please do tell them about us - you never know what 

people are going through. 

My main working days will be Mondays and Thursdays, but I will also be at our Coffee Mornings and other 

events, which I will keep you informed of via our newsletter and emails.  You can also check our website 

calendar where I will put all the important dates for your diary.  Please do email me at 

houghtonwytontimebank@gmail.com with your questions and suggestions.  

If you see me in the village, please do introduce yourself.  I am often found puddle-hunting or ladybird-

watching with my son. 

Yours faithfully, Rose 

 

COFFEE MORNINGS 

Our popular coffee mornings will be continuing on the second and fourth Wednesdays of 

each month (excepting Aug & Dec).  They are a great opportunity for members to meet-up 

and catch-up.  I am hoping to expand this offering to start a bit earlier in the coming 

months to accommodate those on their way to work or the school run, so keep your eyes 

peeled.  In the meantime, our next coffee morning (Weds 13th April, 10am @ St. Mary’s 

Centre) falls during the school Easter break, so I especially wanted to encourage the younger members of 

our community and their families to come along and enjoy some Easter fun with us. 

Can you bake?  Cake donations are gratefully received at our coffee mornings. 
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LITTER PICK 

We had a very successful Litter Pick last month and I was so grateful to all the volunteers 

who came along to lend a hand.  We plan to have them regularly through the summer to 

keep the village looking tidy, so please do join us for our next one on Saturday 23rd April.  

Meet us at the clock tower between 10-11am to sign-up, grab a coffee and pick up 

supplies. 

We encourage you to bring your own reusable cup for refreshments.  I am also looking 

for a volunteer to assist me in serving refreshments and greeting our litter-pickers, so do let me know if that’s 

you. 

FEAST WEEK 

We have a slot at Feast Week booked for the afternoon of Weds 6th July [date corrected for this version], so 

closer to the time we will be looking for volunteers to help us get set up and run the event.  It will be in the 

marquee on the playing fields and the theme of the event is TBC.  Watch this space! 

USING THE TIMEBANK PORTAL 

Would you be interested in knowing more about how to access your Timebank account online, using it to 

check your balance, make offers and requests?  Send me an email if you’re interested and I will set up a 

session to go though the basics.   

REQUESTS 

• Would you be willing to spend an hour or so cleaning-down some tables and chairs to get them 

ready for our local Toddler Group to use this summer? 

• We are looking for someone to help select a residential camera/security system. 

• A volunteer to assist in greeting litter-pickers and serving refreshments on 23rd April. 

If you need assistance with a household task, a ride to the surgery, some shopping assistance, or something 

else?  Please get in touch.  The more requests the better, so please do not hesitate. 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY (also available on our website) 

Coffee Mornings - Weds 13th and Weds 27th April, 10am @ St. Mary’s Centre. 

Litter Pick – Sat 23rd April, 10am @ Clock Tower 

Timebank at Feast Week - the afternoon of Tuesday 5th July 
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