
History of Pendine and District Bowls Club 
 

In 1968, Colonel Biggs, retired (Engineers), a few employees at the Ministry of Supply, 

Proof and Development establishment at Pendine including civilian and other military 

personnel decided to construct a bowling green. At this time it would be for the benefit of 

civil servants, residing in the vicinity. 
 

Two sites were considered, one near the social club - this was too small. The second option 

was an area just beyond the Welfare hall. This proved to be more suitable, being nearer to the 

establishment perimeter gates. Rail tracks were laid from the nearest range through the gates 

up to where the excavation was to begin. Trucks were then able to carry sand and clay soil 

away along the tracks. Once this had been completed, hard coke and charcoal from the old 

sewage plant was brought in, along with 3" and 4" rocket tubes used as drainage with the 

major drain going out to the main pill. 
 

Top soil and loam was brought from nearby Laugharne. The area was now beginning to take 

shape. Next came the seeding. This done, the task had been completed although it wasn't 

until May 1971 that the green was officially opened. There was a small building adjacent to 

the green, which had been used by the Ministry of Supply for carpentry evening classes. This 

became the Pendine Bowls pavilion. 
 

Prior to the green being ready, Milford Haven Bowls Club, Pembroke Bowls Club and 

Saundersfoot Bowls Club helped by donating several sets of used lignum bowls, thus 

allowing the then sixteen members (14 men and 2 women) to play a few friendly games. Mr 

Joe Adams of Milford Haven Bowls Club, very kindly offered his services as coach. A 

number of members assisted in raising money and donations were made by the Ministry 

Sports fund. This along with small grants from the County Council enabled the purchase of 

necessary equipment, although Ministry machinery was used to cut the grass in the early 

days. 
 
Mrs Verona George made a flag depicting bowls and a jack on a green background. The 

clubs first president was Lieutenant Colonel Edge M.C. Although Pendine was just across 

the Pembrokeshire border, the club was accepted into their league. This was in 1974, making 

us the sixth club to join. At that time there was only one division. 
 

Towards the late seventies, persons outside the Ministry showed interest, and the 

membership was extended to include them. Gradually the number of members had doubled 

and included several ladies, who apart from forming the basis for a Ladies League busied 

themselves preparing teas for visitors. In 1981, the committee decided to purchase a motor 

mower, the first piece of heavy equipment for the club. Club ties were introduced in 1982. 

These were bottle green and bore the insignia of the P & EE (Proof and Engineering 

Experimental). 
 

It was in 1983 that specialists were called in to inspect the green and give advice on the 

treatment and general upkeep. Richard Thomas was given the job of green-keeper; he heeded 

the advice given and took great pride in his work. Pendine Bowling Green became one of the 

best greens in the county. 
 

In 1982, the West Wales Ladies association was formed. Mr Les Davies of Pembroke 

Bowling Club presented a trophy, and in 1984 the first rinks competitions were held. Pendine 



Ladies namely, Winnie Lamb, Julia King Thomas, Kay Davies and Betty Pickersgill won the 

trophy. 
 

1984 saw the introduction of blazer badges and lapel badges. The design was unique 

depicting the insignia of the P & EE representing the three services. Also in 1984, the club 

held their first club competitions for which eleven trophies were presented by members and 

businesses. The various competitions were played over several weeks with Finals' Day being 

a social occasion. 
 

The club having gained in strength by both growing in membership and finances was able to 

purchase more new equipment and machinery, so important in maintaining the quality of the 

green. By 1988, the club was able to support the County with Mr Tony Lamb being the first 

member of Pendine Bowling Club to be elected as County President. Then, in 1989 Mrs 

Betty Pickersgill became the club's first Ladies' President. 
 

In 1993 questions arose about the leasing of the bowling complex from the Ministry. The 

lease was for 25 years with 5 yearly reviews. However, advice had to be sought from a 

solicitor. Eventually, in 1994, the lease was agreed, but only for a 15-year period with 5 

yearly reviews. 
 
In order to receive grants from the County Council and Sports Council, the name had to be 

changed to Pendine and District Bowls Club. This done, grants were received. Members 

began the task of extending the pavilion, to create a clubhouse with facilities such as toilets, 

changing rooms, kitchen and a bar. Mr Richard Roberts, a builder, undertook the major 

work, assisted by a number of members. The work was completed in time for the 1996 

season when Mr Jim Lloyd represented Pendine as County President. 
 

The club has in past years had four members reach county standard - the youngest being 

Barry Pickersgill. As some of the larger clubs were forming two or more teams, it was 

decided to have first and second divisions. This was in 1990. Pendine has been relegated 

twice to the second division but have maintained their position in the first division since 

1998. 
 

Compiled by the late Mr. Jim Lloyd 

 


