
Report from St Mary the Virgin, Blundeston

The life of the church continued to be affected by the Covid-19 pandemic with prolonged 
lockdowns and restrictions. Virtual services were introduced again until face to face worship 
could resume. Even then, face masks continued to be worn, social distancing maintained 
and constant adaptations to the ‘new normal’.

It was a relief to be able to open our doors to people and raise some much-needed funds at 
two events which play a large part in our calendar. The Flower Festival with Teddy Bears 
Parachuting was postponed from its original date in June and was instead held in July, and 
the Craft Fair in October.

In May Barbara Shaw stood down as Foundation Governor of Blundeston School after many 
years of service. Alison Begley was nominated to take over this role.

In July we heard, with sadness, that Father Glen and Heather would be leaving the 
Somerleyton Benefice in the autumn. It didn’t seem as if they had been with us for long, and 
they had both become embedded into our church life. There was a large attendance at their 
last service in October, with queues of people wanting to send them on their new journey 
with good wishes.

This means we have now entered a period of interregnum, with visiting and retired clergy 
taking services until a new appointment is made.

It has also resulted in Group services being held in rotation at each of the churches in the 
Benefice which again provides us with the opportunity to spend time with worshippers from 
the other churches.

The Churchwardens have continued with their fundraising by producing and selling more 
Cushlet blankets, marmalade and chutneys, and providing a chocolate and sweet making 
demonstration in the church.

It had been hoped that 2021 would provide opportunities to increase income after the 
difficulties of 2020, but unfortunately this has not been the case. The members of St Mary’s 
Parochial Church Council recognise that difficult times lay ahead finding the finances to help 
sustain the beautiful church building and worship within.


