
 MINUTES 

Blundeston & Flixton Parish Council Meeting 

Held on Monday 25th April 2022 at Blundeston Village Hall at 7.30pm 
  

1. Present: - Mr G Wade (Chairman), Mr S Rees (Vice Chairman) Mr K Blowers, Mr P Button Mrs B Shaw, Miss M 

Wright, Mr S Perks, Mr C Harris, Cllr P Ashdown, and Cllr K Robinson and 7 Parishioners. 

 

2. Apologies: Apologies of absence were received. Mrs G Soanes, Mr R Leach, Mr E Harris, and Cllr Edward Back. 

 

3. Approval of Minutes: Minutes of the previous meeting held on 21st March 2022 were approved. 

 

4. Declaration of interests -No Declaration of Interest. 

 

5. Clerk’s Report - Nothing to Report at this meeting 

 

6. 15 Minutes for Parishioners input - Agenda suspended for this item: 

Ken Ward said a big thankyou to the Thursday Night Gang who put back the Blundeston Village Sign that had 

been kindly refurbished and said it will look nice with the up-and-coming Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations,  

the Open Gardens in June and the Anglian in Bloom competition in July. 

Another Parishioner asked if the Thursday Night Gang could use the Village Hall for some storage. Graham asked 

Anya to check this with the Insurance company. 

 

7. Other Parish Business (Parish Councillors) 

P Button- Mentioned about the New Corton Town Consultation that is now open for comments and is concerned 

about the drainage and the sewerage and if anyone else wants to say anything please do so. He also said about the 

newly painted white lines at fruit farm corner near Blundeston Hall, are not where they used to be. Keith Blowers 

said he still needs to report it on the new Suffolk Highways reporting tool. 

 

Mel Wright-Mentioned about the Mill that was spoken about at the last meeting. The reason it was refused to 

become a listed building in December 2013 when we last applied was because there was no architectural and 

historical interest as it had lost a lot of its fittings.Also it cannot become an Asset of Community Value because 

this use is to further the social wellbeing of the community. 

Regarding the Bats, they are protected by law so anyone wanting to knock the Mill down or to develop, they 

would have to have an expert Bat survey done. 

Re the Playpark, Mel had another brochure from a company called Play Quest 

who use recycled plastic which they can replace or repair existing equipment. Unfortunately, they cannot come 

and have a look until September.We had an email that Anya has sent us, from a guy at Sports and Play 

Consulting. He said he would have a free online chat with Keith and myself but if he came out to visit, we would 

have to pay for this. It was agreed that Mel and Keith would arrange a meeting with him to discuss further. 

 Mel also mentioned again that the cars are still parking on the grass in Orchard Close. Paul Button said he would 

speak to them. 

 Mel said that at a previous meeting, a Parishioner was going to replace a tree that he had previously taken up. 

Keith said he had asked us before what sort of tree we would like to replace it with, but we had never discussed 

this until now. Steven Rees suggested that maybe we don’t need a tree and maybe some hedging would be better. 

It was agreed to follow this up with the Parishioner concerned. 

Re the Millennium Green footpath, Mel asked if this matter has moved forward. Sam said the path needs to be 

prepared and all the vegetation removed and sprayed and as soon as this is done, he would be able to tarmac the 

path. Keith asked if it would be good enough with just tarmac as it needs an edge to it? Sam said to edge it with 

wood, would be an additional cost and also the tarmac company would not do this.  It was agreed that Kevin 

would be asked to spray the path to get rid of the vegetation and we will see where we go from there. 

For the last few months we have been talking about Planning Applications when they come in between Parish 

meetings and that we have still not managed to agree how to discuss these. Graham said that we should form a 

small committee to have a formal process. Steve asked if the hall was available on Mondays, then maybe in-

between meetings, the Parish Council could meet again to discuss these planning Applications. It was agreed that 

a planning meeting 2 weeks after the actual council meeting would be arranged if we get any early Planning 

Applications.Parish Councillors can still send in their comments by email  if they are unable to attend each 

meeting. 



Sam Perks- spoke about how sad he felt about how many trees have had to be cut down due to the old prison site 

(Badger Builders) and that we should be mindful in future as the area becomes more and more open. Graham 

asked if that site is looked at in full when the builders take all the trees down? Cllr P Ashdown said that they 

would have had to have asked before taking down the trees. Sam asked why do they need to take all the trees 

down? Cllr P Ashdown said that he thought that as many of the trees should have been retained as much as 

possible. 

Sam also mentioned about the Bungalow called Peggoty had now been made into a house and that it was an 

amendment to the planning to include a second-floor window. Cllr P Ashdown said that the Parish should get 

another application of a variation of condition and will then get an opportunity to comment. He said he will go 

back to East Suffolk and report back to the Parish. 

Sam also said that we discussed the works going on at Blundeston Hall at the last councils meeting and that Cllr P 

Ashdown had indicated that he would instruct the enforcement officers to investigate. Paul said he did mention it 

to the revelant department. Only subsequently we learnt that there had not been an outcome. 

 

 

County Councillor’s Report: (Cllr Keith Robinson) (Cllr Edward Back).  

Cllr K Robinson- asked if there were any questions about his monthly report. He was asked if he knew how 

many Ukrainian applications had been received in Suffolk? Keith said it was making progress and we will make 

them more than welcome. 

District Councillor’s Report: (Cllr Ashdown) 

Cllr P Ashdown said that the 2022/23 funding is now available for Parish Councils. Also everyone in bands A-D 

should soon be receiving £150 council tax rebate. If you pay by direct debit you will get this straight into your 

bank but if not you will have to apply for it. He also said that the meeting on healthy eating is tomorrow evening 

and also due to covid, child obesity has increased and so there will be a separate meeting on Thursday about 

mental heath and well-being. 

We are hoping that walks in the park will now commence during the summer and will start either at Normanston 

Park or the Sea Front. 

 

8. Planning  

This Application was agreed prior to this meeting 

DC/22/1032/FUL | Construction of a rear extension and outbuilding | 30 Lakeside Rise Blundeston 

Lowestoft Suffolk NR32 5BE 

This Application was agreed prior to this meeting  

DC/22/1017/FUL | Extensions and Alterations | St Guthlacs Market Lane Blundeston Lowestoft Suffolk 

NR32 5AP  

9. Land off Queensway – Cadent Gas Ltd – Gas Apparatus: Nothing to report at meeting 

10. Ongoing Red Diesel  Issues  

It was agreed that we would pay Kevin the extra money to cut the grass and use white diesel in order to 

keep in line with the new rules. 

11.  The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations  

Arrangements were discussed before this Parish Council Meeting. 

12. Finance 

Expenditure -    W J Jermy Ltd - £300 Playing Field Rent 

                            Kevin Jones- £105.00 for cutting Tennis Court Hedge/Grass in Millennium Green  

                            Salc Membership Subscription £461.54 

                            Realistic Futures for Notice Board at Flixton - £534.00 

                            Mike Underdown-£1264.79 for tools for Thursday night gang 

13. Income - VAT Reclaim – £1625.89 

14. Approval of Annual Governance Statement 2021/22 

This was approved at the meeting. 



 

 

15. Fundraising for Blundeston & Flixton Parish Council Clothing Recycle Bin 

It was agreed it was a good idea to help raise money for Blundeston Parish Council to have a clothing 

recycle bin at the village hall. 

16. Correspondence. 

Email from a Parishioner re- Pond Railings and Play Park. 

This was discussed and it was decided that no further action was needed. Anya will email a reply. 

Email From a Parishioner re- Hedges and trees at the top right hand side of the T- Junction in The 

Pippins. 

This was discussed and it was decided that this land belongs to Poplar Farm. Anya will email a reply. 

 

Emails  

SALC news e-bulletin 28 March 2022 

The Rural Bulletin - 29 March 2022 

SALC training and network e-bulletin 29 March 2022 

Suffolk Highways - Upcoming works - B1375 Rackhams Corner, Blundeston and Gorleston Road, Corton 

- 12 April 2022 

RE: Search for Field Owner - Emergency Helicopter Medics 

Suffolkonboard bus timetable updates 

29 arrests made as part of national week of action on drugs 

Re: Guiding Councils through a Play or Sports Project 

Monthly Parish Newsletter – March ( Cllr K Robinson) 

Grass Cutting ( James Mallinder. ) 

SALC news e-bulletin 4 April 2022 

(BLU6/1) Hourly Rates 

National ‘2 Wheels’ campaign to raise awareness 

REMINDER: Conference discussing how to tackle flooding in the Waveney catchment, using natural 

processes 

Blundeston Prison Development/ Open Space provision Play Park 

Suffolk Highways - Upcoming works - C905 Hall Road and Lowestoft Road, Blundeston - 

 

17. Any other Business 

 

The next meeting is scheduled for Monday 16th May 2022 at 7.30pm- AGM starts at 7.00pm 

There being no further business the meeting closed 8.35pm 


