
MINUTES 

Blundeston & Flixton Parish Council Meeting 

Held on Monday 15th July 2013 
 

1. Present:- Mr G Wade (Chairman), Mr S Rees (Vice-chairman), Mr J Nichols, Mr B Shelton, Mr P 

Button, Mr M Arnold, Mr R Leach, Mrs T Townend, Cllr P Ashdown, 7 parishioners were present. 

 

2. Apologies:  Mrs G Soanes, Mr M Straw, Miss M Wright, PCSO S Kershaw and Cllr Poole 

 

3. Approval of Minutes: Minutes of the previous meeting held on 17th June 2013 were approved and 

signed. 

 

4. Declaration of interests: No interests were declared 

 

5. Clerk’s Report 

The three dog bins ordered have been received and Brian Shelton has offered to install them. 

 

6. 15 Minutes for Parishioners input: 

A parishioner reported the need for grass cutting at junctions around the village, in particular Market 

Lane. 

ACTION ITEM: Cllr Paul Ashdown  

 

The visibility at Peto’s corner was raised again.  It was suggested that all parishioners with concerns 

regarding the safety of this corner due to the height of the hedge should raise their concerned directly 

with Lord Somerleyton (Crossley@somerleyton.co.uk).  It was also agreed that the Clerk should write 

again to Lord Somerleyton requesting that the hedge be trimmed to the agreed height of 1 metre. 

 

7. Other Parish Business (Parish Councillors) 

 

M. Wright wished the following raised in her absence:- 

 

The post box in Market Lane is becoming inaccessible due to the hedge in which it is set becoming 

overgrown - this has happened in the past, but not sure how the issue was resolved.  (It was noted 

that this has now been trimmed) 

 

A lot of the village and 30mph signs on roads coming into the village (eg Market Lane, Lound Road) 

are becoming hidden by overgrown hedgerows.   

ACTION ITEM: Paul Ashdown  

 

Market Lane flooding - A site meeting has been arranged for 2nd August at 2pm.  Mark Kerridge 

(Assistant Highways Manager) has said he will attend and he is hoping Mike Ling will also attend as 

he should be back by then.  Mark has been asked if it would be possible for his contact at AWA to 

come.   John Nichols has been informed and confirmation has been received that Peter Aldous will 

also attend the meeting so hopefully we can make some headway. 

 

J Nichols also reported on Market Lane flooding issues (see above).   

 

He reported that he had been approached with a request to add a link on the website to a Life Coach 

Directory.  It was agreed that this request be refused. 

 

J. Nichols also suggested that some of the Section 106 money could be used to build a toilet block near 



the Village Hall for use by those using the local amenities. 

 

S Rees expressed his thanks to Cllr P Ashdown & Cllr Jacklin for their assistance in getting the Asbestos 

that had been dumped on the footpath between the Church and the School removed.  The cost of removal 

was £3,500. 

IT WAS AGREED that the Clerk would get a notice in the Hexagon magazine requesting all 

parishioners be vigilant and report any suspicious activity to try and apprehend the culprits and prevent 

future dumping of hazardous waste. 

 

S Rees also commented that the Village Sign was looking a little “tired”. 

IT WAS AGREED that he would get some quotes to have it refurbished. 

 

G Wade reported motorbikes had been using the footpath near The Pippins. 

 

P Button reported that he went to the Northern Spine road meeting on Friday 5th July, it was only a 

site visit and was not a discussion into the rights and wrongs of the design and layout, he was 

allowed at the end to give our observations but all issues have to be discussed at the planning 

meeting on 16th July 10.30 Endeavour House Ipswich. 

 

B Shelton confirmed receipt of new dog bins and locations where they would be positioned.  He 

also confirmed bolts had been purchased to repair the Zip wire on the Play Park and it was agreed 

that this work would be carried out Tuesday evening at 7.00 p.m. with the help of Tim & Paul 

Button. 

 

M Arnold reported that he had been in touch with the Council and Cllr P Ashdown with regard to 

overhanging Ash Trees along Lound Road. 

 

8. Police Report 

 

Following report was read in the absence of PCSO Sue Kershaw:- 

 

No crimes for the parish of Blundeston, two for Flixton.  One burglary- entry was gained but nothing 

taken, and one common assault – non injury. 

 

The Community Speed Watch attended Lowestoft Road- no recorded speeding, Suffolk Highways have 

carried out a seven day/twenty four hour recording of vehicles and speed on this stretch of road. 

 

Letters of advice have been sent to all parents, regarding the Police concerns of parents parking opposite 

the school in Church Road, causing children to cross a busy narrow road to enter the school gate.  

Highways have reviewed the area and it has been suggested that a single yellow line is now placed 

opposite the school, with restrictions on parking at school times.  PCSO Sue Kershaw and the road safety 

officer presented at a school assembly to highlight road safety to the children. 

 

PCSO Sue Kershaw also reported that she has spoken to the secretary of H.M.S prison, Governor, with 

the view of supporting Blundeston in bloom and highlight the speeding issues on B1074. 

 

9. District Councillors Report: Cllr Paul Ashdown  

Cllr Paul Ashdown appealed for everyone to keep their ears and eyes open to try and catch 

those responsible for the dumping of asbestos in the village, and reiterated the huge cost of 

getting it cleared up which has to come out of the council budget. 

 



10. County Councillors Report:  

No reports available 

 

11. Planning 
J W Munnings - Construction of a cottage and bungalow including demolition of existing 

bungalow at Kondinin, Church Road, Blundeston. 

IT WAS AGREED to refuse this application on the grounds of access 

 

Mr M Warnes - Construction of a two storey extension at 5 Ocean Cottage, The Street 

IT WAS AGREED to approve this application 

 

Planning approvals received 

Mr & Mrs George - Blundeston House – Demolition & Replacement of existing stables and 

outbuildings 

Mr Simon Tate - The Rectory, Discharge of Condition 3 materials & samples supplied 

Tredwell Dev. - Land Rear of Southlea, Non-material Amendment 

Mr & Mrs Browne - 57 The Street, Construction of 1st floor extension 

 

12. Finances: The following finances were approved 

Mrs S Jermy – Clerks Salary £144.58 

Amberol Ltd – Dog Bins - £252.00 

Colin Ayers – 4 Plaque supports £125.00 

Brian Shelton – Bolts & paint for Zip wire £54.56 

 

13. Donation to Church 

Following a discussion IT WAS AGREED to donate £250.00 to the Church 

 

14. Correspondence 

E-mail SALC – Local Transport Body – Long List Publication 

SALC – LAISU2D130617 

WDC – European Funding – Community Led Development Events 

Community Action Suffolk – Speeding and Speeding enforcement 

John Burford – Free Trees for UK’s Community & Youth Groups 

John Burford – More freedom for councils on bus funding 

WDC – Free Summer Activities for 8 – 17yrs 

SCC – The Endeavour Card 

Paul Douch, Somerleyton PC – Waddling Way 

Broads Authority – Broads Sites Development Plan Document 

Post Broads Authority – Compilation of Local List of Heritage Assets 

SCC – Lowestoft Northern Spine Road site meeting 

SALC – Update of Records – June 2013 

WDC -  Annual Civic Service 15/9/13 

 
A discussion was held regarding the Free Trees and S Rees agreed to look into possible suitable 

areas around the parish. 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.30 pm 


