
MINUTES 

Blundeston & Flixton Parish Council Meeting 

Held on Monday 19th June 2017 
  

1. Present:- Mr G Wade (Chairman), Mr S Rees (Vice- Chairman), Mr J Nichols, Mrs G Soanes, Mr P 

Button, Mr S Perks, Mr B Shelton, Mrs B Shaw, Miss M Wright, Cllr J Reeder, and 8 Parishioners were 

present. 

 

2. Welcome:  The Chairman welcomed Melanie Wright back and new County Councillor Mr James 

Reeder.  He also thanked Councillors and parishioners who have helped install the new equipment on the 

play park. 

 

3. Apologies:, Mr K Blowers, Mr R Leach, Cllr P Ashdown, Cllr K Robinson 

 

4. Approval of Minutes: Minutes of the previous meetings held on 15th May 2017 were approved and 

signed. 

 

5. Declaration of interests: No declarations of interest received. 

 

6. Clerks Report: 

The Clerk discussed the correspondence with Hugh Somerleyton regarding the hedge on Peto’s corner 

and his offer to attend a meeting and “do a diagram” for us.  John Smith offered to take some 

photographs from all angles of the junction over the next few weeks and it was agreed that Hugh 

Somerleryton and Justin Morris (new trustee of Somerleyton Estate) would be invited to the meeting in 

August.  The suggestion of a mini roundabout was also discussed but it was thought that local residents 

would not approve of this if lights had to be installed.  Cllr Reeder agreed to look into this matter on our 

behalf. 

 

7. 15 Minutes for Parishioners input:   

A parishioner complained about the over flowing dog waste bins in the village.   

It was reported that these bins should be emptied with the black bins every fortnight and if this was not 

done it should be reported to WDC/Waveney Norse. 

 

8. Other Parish Business (Parish Councillors): 

Melanie Wright said she was pleased to be back and thanked the Parish Councillors for keeping her post 

open. 

Glenis Soanes gave a report on the Northern Parishes Meeting she attended on 1st June as follows: 

There was no Police report but Cllr Keith Robinson was meeting with Tim Passmore on June 2nd and 

will discuss the lack of reports at PC meetings and the lack of PCSO’s.  Oulton PC have finished their 

neighbourhood plan and it will be delivered in the next two weeks, Lound’s should be ready to send in 

about 6 weeks’ time.  WDC plan that’s goes up to 2036 should be ready in July but with elections and 

changes in committees it had been delayed.  Hopton are having problems getting the CIL/106 money 

from the borough council, they have had a meeting with the council to try and resolve this.  Lound school 

site is being used by Horatio Housing but no one in Lound has been notified about this and more details 

are required.  Somerleyton shop/post office is only open 2 hours a week, but they are hoping it will open 

full time in October.  Blundeston reported on the telephone mast and work starting at the prison site.  The 

County councillor had little to report as it was so early on, he did tell us that the locality budget had been 

halved this year.   

 

Brian Shelton thanked all those who had helped with the installation of the play park equipment and said 

that he would get Simon Walker to do a safety inspection once complete.  He also commented that the 

play park was being well used. 



 

Paul Button stated that there was a disabled swing still to be installed on the play park and asked if there 

were available funds to install more seating.  It was agreed that funding was available for this. 

He also commented on the overgrown road verges.  Following a discussion Cllr Reeder said he would 

investigate the possibility of the Parish Council being funded to enable us to cut them. 

 

Sam Perks stated that he had been informed that the Parish Councillors Register of Interests was not up-

to-date.  All present agreed to update information if necessary. 

 

John Nichols reported that the Blundeston Charity Trust offer Student Grants for Students on full time 

University Courses who have been resident in the village for more than 3 years.  This will be advertised 

in the Hexagon magazine and on the notice boards.  Application forms are available from the Clerk 

(Sarah Wells), John Nichols, Graham Wade, Julie Hetherington & Glenis Soanes and completed 

applications must be returned by 1st September 2017. 

 

Graham Wade reported an overgrown hedge at Portland on Lound Road, he said he would talk to the 

resident. 

 

9. District Councillor’s Report (Cllr P Ashdown) 

No report available. 

 

10. County Councillors Report: (Cllr J Reeder & Cllr K Robinson) 

Cllr Reeder thanked those who had voted for him and reported that the Conservatives now have 

52 of 74 seats on the council, he stated that he had attended one full council meeting and that the 

cabinet had remained the same which he felt was good for continuity.  He confirmed that his role 

was to take our view back to the County Council and ensure that the Parish Council feels 

supported.  He said that he would look into matters raised at our previous meeting (white lines 

and pot holes) to ensure they are progressed.  It was noted that there had been a purge on pot 

holes in the area recently. 

 

11. Planning: 

The following plan was reviewed and agreed to be recommended for approval by WDC:- 

Mr I Chamberlain, 2A Church Road – Alterations to widen existing vehicular access 

Plans recommended for approval prior to meeting:- 

Mr M Loveridge, 42 The Street – Insertion of 6 roof windows to existing roof and construction of 

a single storey, rear kitchen extension. 

Mr & Mrs Butcher, 18 Orchard Close – Construction of single storey rear and side extension. 

Plans approved by WDC:- 

Mr & Mrs Knight, Rose Cottage, Flixton – Conversion from garage to annex. 

Blundeston Village Hall – Telecoms Mast - Determination by WDC that prior approval not 

required. 

Mr M Loveridge, 42 The Street – Insertion of 6 roof windows plus single storey rear kitchen 

extension. 

12. Telecoms Mast – Village Hall 

John Nichols confirmed that the Lease to Shared Access had been completed and money received.  He 

gave a full report on the main aspects of the lease, a copy of which is attached to these minutes.  He 

suggested that all those present give consideration, prior to the next meeting, as to what should be done 

with the money, for example how much should be kept in reserve for emergency repairs and what the 

remainder could be used for.   

Paul Button thanked the Clerk for the excellent job she had done in successfully addressing all the issues 



of concern which had been raised by him and other Parish Councillors 

13. Finances:  

S E Wells – Clerk’s Expenses £87.11 (3 x £10 telephone allowance, £50 Tina Townend, £7.11 postage & 

stationery 

Northern Parishes – Share of Speed Gun Calibration - £16.92 

Income – Shared Access - £59,589.76 

 

14. Correspondence 

E-mail SALC - LAIS1400 Precept Data 2017-18 

SALC – Changes to Data Protection legislation 

Suffolk Police – Urge residents to be vigilant 

East Suffolk – Statement following London Bridge terror attach/Weather update 

SALC – Waveney Area Meeting 28 June 2017 

Lord Somerleyton – Peto’s Corner 

John Nichols said that he would attend the Waveney Area Meeting on behalf of the Parish 

Council. 

 

15. Any other Business 

Blundeston open gardens is the weekend of 8th & 9th July 2017. 

 

The next meeting is scheduled for Monday 17th July 2017 at 7.30pm. There being no further business the 

meeting closed at 8.30pm. 

 



Notes re Telecoms Mast 

Sarah, Graham and myself reviewed the contract documentation 

regarding the Lease of land at the Village Hall for the Telecoms mast.  

Following discussions and negotiations with Shared Access the lease has 

been agreed and signed and money received.  The salient points for your 

information are as follows (comments in italics):- 

1. The lease is for 25 years and the remuneration is a one off 

payment of £60,000. 

2. The two conditions which were required to be met prior to the 

Parish Council receiving the funds have been completed.  Namely 

planning approval and the Telecoms Agreement between Shared 

Access and the service provider. 

3. The planned Completion Date for the Shared Access works is 4 

August 2017. 

4. Shared Access Works must be carried out using all due skill and 

care, in a good and workmanlike manner, using good quality 

materials, must be in accordance with the planning permission 

and GAD drawings and at times agreed with us, and to make good 

any damage caused to our property. 

5. Shared Access will have a right of access over our property for 

access to the site as well as under for laying electricity cables etc.  

These are along designated rights of way. 

We will have to provide them with a key to the gates. 

6. Shared Access has the right to add to, upgrade, renew, alter, 

repair, replace, enhance and substitute the Shares Access Works 

without our permission.  But they cannot share with any other 

operator additional to CTIL (or one or both of Vodafone and/or 

Telefonica).  They can substitute CTIL for an equivalent or similar 

third party. 

This is an area that several people expressed concern.  The Lease 

Agreement ensures that if any other operators wish to use the 

mast they will have to enter into negotiations with us. 

7. Shared Access are required to keep Shared Access Works in a 

good and safe state of repair and condition. 



8. Shared Access will be installing a separate electricity meter and 

will be responsible for all electricity consumed. 

9. Shared Access have to comply with all regulations and 

recommendations for Non Ionising Radiation Protection and have 

to switch off any equipment that is shown not to comply.  In 

addition they have to switch off their equipment if it is shown that 

it interferes with any other equipment on site. 

10. We must not interfere with, damage or obstruct any of the 

electronic apparatus, nor knowingly obstruct the line of sight of 

any antennas. 

11. We are not allowed to enter into a similar lease on the Village Hall 

site.  In practice other operators are more likely to wish to share 

the mast that is already there as this will reduce their costs. 

12. The agreement will be exempt from the Landlord and Tenant Act 

1954. 

Under certain circumstances this Act gives a statutory right to a 

renewal of the lease at the end of its term.  We have therefore 

insisted that this lease be exempt from this Act.  However, under 

the Electronic Communications Code a court can insist that the 

equipment remain “under the principle that no person should 

unreasonably be denied access to an electronic communications 

network”.  Should this turn out to be the case the Parish Council 

would have to be adequately compensated.   

This is the one area that our solicitors confirmed has caused 

problems with other clients.  If the landlord (the parish Council) 

wanted to use the land for some other purpose at a later date, eg 

to build on either before or at the end of the term, this could prove 

very difficult and costly.  In our view we could not foresee any 

instance whereby this would be necessary.  In fact we felt that it 

was important for the Village, that the Village Hall, tennis court 

and play park remain for the benefit of the parishioners. 
 


