
MINUTES 

Blundeston & Flixton Parish Council Meeting 

Held on Monday 18th September 2017 
  

1. Present:- Mr G Wade (Chairman), Mr S Rees (Vice- Chairman), Mr J Nichols, Mrs G Soanes, Mr S 

Perks, Mr B Shelton, Mrs B Shaw, Miss M Wright, Mr K Blowers, Mr P Button, Cllr P Ashdown, Cllr K 

Robinson, Cllr J Reeder, Peter Aldous MP, Inspector Liz Casey, Sergeant Rob Mean and 44 Parishioners 

were present. 

 

2. Apologies: Mr R Leach 

 

3. Police: (Inspector Liz Casey) 

Chairman Graham Wade introduced Insp Casey who had been invited along to the meeting to answer 

questions from concerned residents regarding the high level of garage and shed break-ins in the 

Blundeston area.  Questions included the slow reaction item to 101 calls (6 days on one occasion), delays 

in collecting CCTV evidence, the missing of forensic opportunities, lack of communication, non-

replacement of PCSO and general lack of policing or police presence in the area. 

 

Insp Casey and Sgt Rob Mean gave very honest responses to all questions, including that the 6 day 

response incident was unacceptable but in part due to the fact that they were unaware that the victim in 

this case was vulnerable.  She stressed the importance of collecting CCTV and forensic evidence and that 

forensic teams attend as soon as they can.  She explained that all calls are assessed on a 

Threat/Risk/Harm basis and resources allocated accordingly.  Because all calls are logged, when a 

number of incidents occur this causes a spike in the numbers and prioritises the resources allocated. Insp 

Casey stressed the importance of reporting all crimes so that “spikes” can be identified and the 

importance of reporting all instances of unusual behaviour to enable the Police to better target their 

patrols/response.  She admitted that there could have been better communication and management in 

some cases and confirmed that they did not as yet know the identities of the culprits of the break-ins, but 

it is suspected that they were all committed by one gang and their intelligence is being shared with other 

forces.  The following contact address was provided Lowestoft.snt@suffolk.pnn.police.uk. 

 

Insp Casey said that the role of PCSO’s has changed and the Police have to operate within the funding 

and resources they have available.  Whilst they would love to be able to have Police/PCSO’s in all areas 

communicating and getting feedback from residents, this is not possible and in fact would not have 

prevented the current issues as the break-ins occurred at night, although it may have flagged up the issue 

earlier. 

 

Peter Aldous MP said he would discuss policy issues with the Police Crime Commissioner (PCC) as well 

as lobbying government for more resources.  Melanie Wright said that prior to PCSO Sue Kershaw 

leaving the Police force she had been assured by the PCC that areas who currently had PCSO’s would 

continue to have one.  Peter Aldous MP said he would raise this with him. 

 

4. Approval of Minutes: Minutes of the previous meetings held on 21st August 2017 were approved and 

signed. 

 

5. Declaration of interests: No declarations of interest received. 

 

6. Clerk’s Report 

Clerk said she had received a letter from BHIB Insurance Brokers which stated that they would be 

dealing with our next Insurance renewal with AON.  Clerk has confirmed with them that the 3 year fixed 

deal signed in June 2017 will be honoured. 

Clerk confirmed that she had copies of the Lake Lothing Consultation document and thumb drives if 



anyone would like to look at them. 

 

7. 15 Minutes for Parishioners input: 

A parishioner reported the recent flooding at Pound Lane/Hall Road.  This will be reported to Highways 

by the County Councillors. 

 

The general poor condition of the roads was raised.  Cllr K Robinson said that all defects should be 

reported on the SCC website.  He also stated that the more times they are reported the sooner they are 

likely to be addressed. 

 

8. Other Parish Business (Parish Councillors): 

All of the Parish Councillors expressed their distress at the death of a motorcyclist at the A47 Market 

Lane junction. It has been raised many times at PC meetings over recent years that, because of poor 

visibility caused by both the positioning of the Blundeston sign and the vegetation in the central 

reservation, that this was an accident waiting to happen. Following a discussion, it was felt that the best 

solution would be to close the junction completely.  This would only cause minor inconvenience to those 

wishing to enter and exit the village and would ensure no further accidents. 

Peter Aldous MP said he would raise this with Highways England. 

 

Melanie Wright asked for an update regarding the trees opposite The Plough which had been removed 

and was informed that there were no TPO’s on the trees and the land was privately owned.  She also 

commented that the Millennium Green was in need of a tidy-up and was informed that this was all in 

hand. 

 

Keith Blowers said that The Plough had been raising money for a defibrillator and said that the Parish 

Council should consider making a contribution.  He thanked all those who given up many hours of their 

time to help with the installation of the new play park equipment and enquired if there was any way they 

could be recompensed.  Paul Ashdown said he would look into this and find out what would be 

acceptable. 

 

Glenis Soanes said she had been approached by the Caravan and Motor Home Club asking if they could 

hold a Rally on the football pitch on a Friday/Saturday in August next year.  This was agreed in 

principle, but more details would be required. 

 

Brian Shelton said he was still waiting for Simon Walker to complete safety inspection of the Skate Park.  

It was agreed to purchase a new waste bin for the Play Park (£193.00 + VAT). 

 

Paul Button said that he was appalled that some of the road verges had just been cut for the first time this 

year.  Cllr Robinson confirmed that ‘A’ roads are scheduled for cutting twice a year and ‘B’ roads once, 

he also stated that this can also be reported on the SCC website. 

 

Sam Perks said that he can cleared up 3 instances of fly tipping.  Cllr Ashdown said that if Sam reported 

fly tipping to him, he could arrange to have it cleared. 

 

9. County Councillors Report: (Cllr K Robinson/J Reeder) 

Cllr Robinson and Reeder both confirmed that they would do their very best to push our plights as hard 

as possible but they do not have the powers to force action to be taken.  With regards to getting the 

yellow lines extended around the corner at Orchard Close, Cllr Reeder stated that this would not happen 

as it is already an offence to park on a corner, he offered to talk to the owners of the vehicles that park 

irresponsibly. Cllr Robinson had looked into the cost of a flashing speed sign which range from £2,500 - 

£3,000. 

 



10. District Councillor’s Report (Cllr P Ashdown) 

Cllr Ashdown confirmed that the fly tipping behind The Street had been removed.  He also confirmed 

that there have been regular visits to the Prison site by Chris Green and Environment Health officials 

including an uninvited visit last Friday.  He urged everyone to comment on the Consultations for the 

Local Area Plan and 3rd Crossing. 

 

11. Peter Aldous MP 

Peter Aldous talked about the possible merger of WDC and Suffolk Coastal and hoped that 

although the Government are very busy with Brexit he was hopeful that it would be discussed and 

a decision made in the next few weeks.  He also discussed the Local Area Plan saying that reports 

have shown that most people accept the need for additional housing but that infrastructure 

(Schools/Road/Health) must come first.  He said there had been a good response to the 3rd 

crossing showing 97% support, but there were some issues with the proposed roundabouts and 

the possibility that these may cause congestion.  It is hoped that the contractors will be appointed 

in the Spring with public examination in the 2nd half of next year. 

 

12. Funds from Telecoms Mast – Village Hall 

Additional defibrillators were suggested by a parishioner, but due to lack of time it was decided 

to defer this item to next meeting. 

13. Finances:  

Expenditure: S E Wells, expenses - £49.22 (Telephone Allowance 3 x £10, Stamps, Printer Ink) 

Income – WDC - £1022.24 – Balance of Section 111 monies  

 

14. Correspondence 

E-mail UK Power – Electricity Wayleave 

Blundeston Parochial Church – Thank you for donation 

East Suffolk Council – Silver Sunday 

Robert Naylor – School Busses 

Andy Howlett – Peto’s Corner & Speeding 

Joanne Watson – Overflowing bin on Skate Park 

Mail BHIB Insurance Brokers – Handling Aon Insurance renewal 

Lake Lothing Third Crossing – Consultation Documents 

  

15. Any other Business 

The next meeting is scheduled for Monday 16th October 2017 at 7.30pm. There being no further business 

the meeting closed at 9.30pm. 

 


