
MINUTES 

Blundeston & Flixton Parish Council Meeting 

Held on Monday 16th October 2017 
  

1. Present:- Mr G Wade (Chairman), Mr S Rees (Vice- Chairman), Mr J Nichols, Mr R Leach, Mr S Perks, 

Mr B Shelton, Mrs B Shaw, Miss M Wright, Mr K Blowers, Mr P Button, Cllr P Ashdown, Cllr J 

Reeder, and 26 Parishioners were present. 

 

2. Apologies: Mrs G Soanes, Cllr K Robinson 

 

3. Approval of Minutes: Minutes of the previous meeting held on 18th September 2017 was approved and 

signed. 

 

4. Declaration of interests: No declarations of interest received. 

 

5. Clerk’s Report 

The Clerk wished to provide those present with an update on the recent burglaries since the September 

meeting and read out the letter written by Peter Aldous MP to Tim Passmore, Police and Crime 

Commissioner, his response and a Report from Lowestoft Safer Neighbourhood Team. (Copies attached 

to minutes) 

 

6. 15 Minutes for Parishioners input: 

A parishioner stated she was unhappy with the lack of information provided to villagers by the Parish 

Council, particularly those who are not on social media or able to use computers.  She was also 

concerned with more PCSO’s in Norfolk being made redundant. 

The Parish Council responded by saying that a summary of the minutes are put on the village notice 

board and published in the Lowestoft Journal and full copies are available on the website.   

Another parishioner commented that the community should be trying to pull together and that everyone 

should be responsible for taking care and talking to residents if they feel they need help or to be made 

aware of local events. 

A parishioner stated that it is well known that crime is increasing in rural areas and asked if it would be 

possible to keep street lights on all night.  Cllr James Reeder said he would look into this, but was aware 

of statistics that show that there is no evidence of a decrease in burglaries when lights are left on. 

The village have been offered a free Burglary seminar and it was agreed that the Village Hall would be 

made available for this meeting. 

A discussion was also held regarding Neighbourhood Watch areas and those interested were told to talk 

to Brian Shelton after the meeting as he co-ordinates the Neighbourhood Watch at Meadowlands. 

 

The Plough Inn is raising funds for a defibrillator and have raised £500 towards the total cost of £1,500.  

Melanie Wright proposed that £1,000 of the mast funds be contributed and Steven Rees seconded the 

motion which was unanimously carried. 

 

7. Other Parish Business (Parish Councillors): 

Melanie Wright asked if a sign could be put on the disabled swing, but was informed that this was not 

allowed. 

 

John Nichols asked for an update on the Market Lane/A47 junction.  Cllr James Reeder said that Peter 

Aldous MP had written to Highways England and he had written in support for closure of the junction 

and a response was still awaited.  He said it was likely that temporary cones would be placed across the 

junction with a more permanent closure made when the road was next resurfaced.  It was noted that the 

Blundeston sign was still causing an obstruction. 

 



John Nichols also informed those present that forms had been delivered around the village regarding the 

annual charity distribution from the Blundeston Charity Trust.  If anyone present was aware of someone 

in need in the village to offer to help them complete the form and return it to one of the trustees prior to 

the 6th November 2017. 

 

Brian Shelton said that the new playpark equipment was in “fine fettle” and being well used by the 

villagers. 

 

Paul Button asked for an update on the cutting of the verges.  Cllr J Reeder said that we should soon be 

receiving a letter from Highways offering Parish Councils the facility to take over this task.  He said that 

it is out to contract in 2018 and Councillors will ensure that funding for the verges is removed so that it 

can go to the Parish Councils that wish to cut their own verges. 

 

Glenis Soanes (in her absence) provided details of quotes for the repair of the “in” and “out” access to 

the village hall ranging from £6,200 to £10,247 however planning permission may be required as the 

access needs to be widened.  The fence is going to be done in the next couple of weeks at a cost of 

£3,118. 

 

Glenis Soanes wanted to inform every one of the Annual Village Quiz which will be held on Monday 

November 6th 2017 in Blundeston Village Hall at 7.30 pm. This is for Blundeston firms, organisations 

and residents.  More than one team of three may be entered, but Glenis must know the number of teams 

entering, together with names of teams, well before hand, as she has her own method of scoring.  The 

charge remains the same as last year £1.00 per person (to include tea, coffee and biscuits) whether in a 

team or audience. There will also be a raffle.  Last year £132.00 was raised for MacMillan Cancer 

Support, (no expenses were charged).  This year the funds will go to the Sandra Chapman Ward at James 

Paget Hospital.  Entry froms available from Glenis or Parish Clerk. 

 

8. District Councillor’s Report (Cllr P Ashdown) 

Cllr Paul Ashdown said that the consultation for the Local Area Plan has closed and the comments were 

being assembled with a final draft coming out after Christmas. 

 

9. County Councillors Report: (Cllr J Reeder) 

Cllr James Reeder confirmed that Oulton Broad would be shut South bound for three weeks for 

gas works between 23rd October and 11th November 2017. 

With regards to the parking around Orchard Close, he said that the double yellow lines would not 

be extended and that all residents should be encouraged to abide by the Highway Code which 

prohibits parking around junctions.  He said he would be happy to talk to any residents if 

required. 

 

10. Planning 

The following application was discussed and approved: 

Badger Building – Prison Site 

Variation of Condition 13 – Change of Hours of Operation from 0800 hrs to 0730 for start of 

works excluding demolition. 

 

11. Funds from Telecoms Mast – Village Hall 

Due to lack of time it was decided to defer this item to the next meeting. 

 

12. Finances:  

Annual Audit - BDO have completed the review of the 2016-17 Annual Return with one qualifying 

issue relating to Fixed Assets/Asset Register.  The Audit was approved and accepted by the Parish 

Council.  The Annual Return and Notice of Conclusion of Audit has been published for 14 days and is 



available on the website. 

Expenditure:  BDO, Audit Fee - £240.00 

                         Sunrise Installations, supply of materials for playpark - £928.28 

                         Amberol Ltd, litter bin - £232.20 

                         Heart to Heart, contribution to defibrillator £1,000 

Income:  Precept £4,403.50 

 

13. Correspondence 

E-mail WDC – Car Parking – your views 

SALC - LAIS1402 Precept Consultation 

Peter Aldous – Ltr to Highways 

Peter Aldous – Tim Passmore – Police Crime Commissioner 

WDC – Rough Sleeper Count 14th November 2017 

Lorraine Straw – Police Contact Numbers 

Reply from Tim Passmore to Peter Aldous MP 

  

  

14. Any other Business 

The next meeting is scheduled for Monday 20th November 2017 at 7.30pm. There being no further 

business the meeting closed at 8.40pm. 

 

 



Letter from the office of Tim Passmore Police Crime Commissioner 

 

Dear Mrs Ellis, 

 

I am writing in response to the attached letter sent from Mr Aldous to Mr Passmore dated 27th 

September 2017. I have discussed this with Tim who has requested I respond on his behalf. 

Mr Passmore has received feedback from Superintendent Tonya Antonis regarding the 

investigation into the unfortunate incidents that have occurred in Blundeston. He understands that 

significant progress has been made and four suspects have been arrested in connection with the 

incident. Currently strong forensic opportunities are being explored and I hope an update will be 

provided to Mr Passmore, Mr Aldous and of course the community in the near future. Please rest 

assured local officers are working extremely hard in terms of community reassurance and 

investigating these offences and we understand the impact incidents like this can on both the 

victims and the area as a whole. 

 

Mr Passmore is currently awaiting a response from the Constabulary regarding a PCSO shifts and 

hours review and understands that visibility, funding and the number of officers are issues that 

concern the public greatly. Mr Passmore meets regularly with the Chief Constable to discuss 

these concerns to ensure that he is comfortable with current resource allocation. 

Mr Passmore fully understands the current frustrations with the 101 service and last year 

allocated an extra £230,000 to increase staffing levels to answer calls in a more timely manner. 

Major investment in the IP Telephony system to improve the 101 service is also being undertaken 

with £200,000 allocated to this work. This is a very complex project and unfortunately the 

completion has been severely delayed. Mr Passmore is meeting with the contractor next week for 

an explanation of the reasons for the delay and confirmation as to when they anticipate 

completion. Mr Passmore completely understands and shares the frustration of the public on this 

issue. 

 

I hope you find this information of use and Mr Passmore will hope to update Mr Aldous further 

during his meeting with Suffolk MP’s scheduled for the 24th October 2017. 

Thank you again for contacting the office of the Police and Crime Commissioner and if you 

require any further information then please advise. 

 

Thanks and regards 

 

On behalf of Tim Passmore 

Police and Crime Commissioner for Suffolk 

  

 

 



Report from Lowestoft Safer Neighbourhood Team for the Blundeston Parish Council 

regarding the burglary series. 

 

Firstly please accept our apologies for not being at this meeting in person.       

Since the last parish council meeting (18th September) which Insp Casey and I attended; we have 

had 5 more shed breaks which all occurred on a single night towards the end of September. 

Some really good news though; four persons have now been arrested and since the arrests there 

have been no further reported offences. 

 

This doesn’t mean we can rest easy though and I would urge everyone to remain vigilant and 

report suspicious incidents. 

 

There is a large joint investigation into the series of burglaries in both Suffolk and Norfolk. This 

includes the earlier burglaries in Blundeston. 

 

The four arrested persons have been interviewed about all the burglaries and have either denied 

them or answered no comment. Police have completed searches of premises and seized a number 

of exhibits, including three vehicles. There is more urgent forensic work ongoing to link 

offenders to the scenes. 

 

You will appreciate this is a live investigation so I am unable to go in to specific details but really 

wanted to reassure you that some real positive investigative work is still ongoing. 

 

Regards 

Rob 

Sergeant Meen 


