
MINUTES 

Blundeston & Flixton Parish Council Meeting 

Held on Monday 11th December 2017 
  

1. Present:- Mr G Wade (Chairman), Mr S Rees (Vice- Chairman), Mr R Leach, Mr S Perks, Mrs B Shaw, 

Mr K Blowers, Mr P Button, Mrs G Soanes, Cllr J Reeder and 6 parishioners were present. 

 

2. Apologies: Mr J Nichols, Mr B Shelton, Miss M Wright, Cllr P Ashdown, Cllr K Robinson 

 

3. Approval of Minutes: Minutes of the previous meeting held on 20th November 2017 were approved and 

signed. 

 

4. Declaration of interests: No declarations of interest received. 

 

5. 15 Minutes for Parishioners input – Agenda suspended for this item: 

A parishioner asked if the mobile phone mast was working yet and was informed that it was outside the 

control of the Parish Council. 

 

6. Other Parish Business (Parish Councillors): 

Rod Leach was asked by a parishioner if the school bus stop could be moved from Orchard Close to the 

Plough.  It was suggested that the parishioner contact the relevant School as each School bus service 

operates differently. 

 

Barbara Shaw asked if any of the Parish Councillors would like to read a lesson and provide some mince 

pies for the Community Carol Concert to be held at the Church on Monday 18th December at 1900hrs.  

Steven Rees said he would read the lesson and Paul Button said he would supply some mince pies. 

 

Glenis Soanes reported an overgrown hedge at 60 The Street.  It was suggested that she speak to Brain 

Shelton who had been provided with a standard letter which he could put through the letter box 

requesting that the hedge be trimmed. 

 

Paul Button said that he pre-school had approached him about salt for their car park.  It was agreed that 

they could have the salt bin that was currently not used behind the Village Hall but that they would have 

to purchase their own salt. 

 

Paul Button reported that the little gate to the play park was being left open as there was no closing 

mechanism on it.  It was agreed to ask the fence company to put a spring on it to ensure that it stays 

closed.  Keith Blowers has been asked to source locks for gates to Village Hall and Paul Button agreed to 

repair the skate park fence. 

 

Paul Button also thanked the Clerk for her contribution this year as much of it had been outside her 

normal remit. 

 

Brian Shelton provided a report that he has now conducted two, documented safety checks on the play 

park. Two issues were discovered, a loose shackle on the "birds nest swing" which has been tightened 

and modified and the Zip wire seat which was detached and has been securely refitted.  Even with the 

inclement weather, the play park is still very popular. 

 

7. District Councillor’s Report (Cllr P Ashdown, read in his absence) 

The planning application for the reserved matters for the prison site is scheduled for the Planning 

Committee on Tuesday and Paul hopes to attend so that he can take part in the debate in order for the 

village to get the best possible result with the minimum disturbance and inconvenience.  He still feels 



that the prison development is the best solution to minimise the government’s policy to increase the 

number of houses built and will work better with the new local plan being completed.  If anyone has any 

particular questions they would like raised please e-mail them to Paul by lunchtime on Tuesday. 

 

8. County Councillors Report (Cllr James Reeder): 

Cllr Reeder reported that he had been informed of complaints made to Peter Aldous MP 

regarding public contributions at recent meetings.  He also stated that the County Council were 

being to prepare their budget for next year and would be required to make a saving of £27 

million.  He explained that there would be pressure on all services but felt that there were 

opportunities in this area to raise addition income in particular form the growing offshore wind 

sector.  He also said that there was going to be a consultation on School buses and anyone who 

has issues with transportation to school should contact him. 

 

9. Funds from Telecoms Mast – Village Hall 

John Nichols asked the Clerk to update those present on his approach to the Diocesan Glebe Surveyor 

regarding the Glebe Land.  She confirmed that they do not have a Committee meeting before February 

but stated that “in line with the Glebe Committees objectives I am afraid that this is not an area of land 

that is considered appropriate for disposal at this time”.  John responded noting his disappointment and 

surprise considering that this piece of land had been put forward to WDC for consideration for 

development in the Draft Local plan.  He concluded by requesting a meeting to discuss our proposal in 

more detail to enable us to outline the positive aspects of the proposal for the whole village and in 

particular for the Church and Primary School. 

 

10. Skate Park 

Litter – As no one has come forward to volunteer to empty the waste bin on the Skate park it was 

suggested that the Village Hall caretaker be asked to empty it.  It was agreed that this would be made part 

of her role.  The Clerk was asked to contact Brian to see if any progress had been made with an 

inspection of the Skate park.  

 

11. Finances:  

Precept 

The Clerk stated that she John and Mel had looked at the figures and feel there is no need to increase the 

level of Precept from the current year which was £8,807.00.  However, if we wish to keep the tax charge 

the same on Council Tax Bills as 2017/18 (i.e. £20.21) a precept of £8,914.43 should be requested which 

would show as a 0% change on Council Tax Bills.  It was therefore proposed and approved that a Precept 

of £8,914.43 be requested. 

 

Expenditure:  Waveney Fencing - £3,741.60 

 

12. Correspondence 

E-mail Smaller Authorities Audit Appointments – Notification of external auditor 

appointments for 2017/28 Financial Year 

  

  

13. Any other Business 

Barbara Shaw commented that the Woods Loke School was opening but only taking reception class each 

year, therefore it will be 7 years before the school is fully utilised. 

 

The next meeting is scheduled for Monday 15th January 2018 at 7.30pm. There being no further business 

the meeting closed at 8.10pm. 

 


