
MINUTES 

Blundeston & Flixton Parish Council Meeting 

Held on Monday 18th June 2018 
  

1. Present:- Mr G Wade (Chairman), Mr S Rees (Vice Chairman), Mr J Nichols, Mr B Shelton, Mrs G 

Soanes, Mr P Button, Mr K Blowers, Mr S Perks, Miss M Wright, Mr R Leach, Mrs B Shaw, Cllr P 

Ashdown, Cllr J Reeder & 3 Parishioners were present. 

 

2. Apologies: Keith Robinson 

 

3. Approval of Minutes: Sam Perks requested an amendment to the minutes of the meeting on 21st May 

2018 which will now be approved at the July meeting. 

 

4. Declaration of interests: No interests were declared 

 

5. Clerks Report 

Clerk said that she needed to respond to Evie Cooper regarding the cost that the Parish would charge for 

the use of the playing field for a wedding in 2020.  Following a discussion it was agreed to charge £50 

per day for a minimum of 4 days.  Clerk will inform Mrs Cooper. 

 

6. 15 Minutes for Parishioners input: 

A parishioner requested permission to clean and re-stain the bus shelter.  This was approved and it was 

agreed to help with supply of water and to pay for materials used. 

 

A parishioner also asked why some pot holes were repaired better than others.  Cllr J Reeder explained 

that some repairs were temporary. 

 

7. Other Parish Business (Parish Councillors) 

Keith Blowers stated that repairs to the skate park would be completed at the same time as repairs to the 

play park.  He commented that there was some glass from smashed bottles following an event at the 

Village Hall but felt the level of litter was not too bad.  It was however noted that the caretaker had been 

and collected at lot of litter. 

 

Sam Perks stated that youngsters had crossed a neighbouring property to access the skate park and when 

challenged they returned later to throw bricks through parishioners green house.  The Police have been 

informed.  A further incident at the Skate Park was mentioned by Glenis Soanes where youths were 

using aerosols and matches and one youth was burnt.  It was agreed that all Councillors would try and be 

vigilant. 

 

Sam Perks also stated that he had cut the central reservation at the A12/Market Lane junction.  Cllr 

Reeder said that he had found out that Highways had not done it as it was deemed too dangerous to do it 

without lane closures. 

 

Steven Rees reported that he had received an email from Waveney Norse that street cleaning should be 

completed every 7 weeks.  As this clearly does not happen he wanted them held to account.  It was 

confirmed that the streets are due to be cleaned in early July. 

 

Barbara Shaw reported that the Church had been visited by 3 Judges in May and had received a 

“Commended” award in the “Welcoming Church” survey. 

 

John Nichols stated that he felt the publishing of the full minutes of the Village Hall Management 

committee in the Lowestoft Journal was not necessary and in some cases embarrassing, and that a precis 



of the minutes should be sufficient.  He also said that in recent minutes a discussion was held regarding 

closing the Skate Park and made it clear that the Skate Park belonged to the Parish Council and was 

therefore not a decision for the Management Committee. 

 

Glenis Soanes said that the best quote she has received for a new boiler for the Village Hall was £3,800 

and wanted approval to proceed.  In addition she has submitted a grant application which if successful 

should be awarded prior to completion of the work.  It was agreed that the work was essential and 

approval to proceed was given.  It was also stated that the Village Hall, whilst suffering financially from 

the loss of the Pre-School was now making ends meet. 

 

Brian Shelton said that he had a spare litter bin which was originally earmarked for the Skate Park.  It 

was agreed to monitor litter prior to deciding where to put it.  Brian also commented that access to the 

Skate Park and tennis court was not possible during a private function at the Village Hall because the 

gates were locked.  It was agreed not to lock the gate to the play park so access was available. 

 

Paul Button expressed his frustration that the verges have still not been cut. 

 

8. District Councillors Report: (Cllr P Ashdown) 

Paul Ashdown reminded those present of the Boundary Commission meeting on 21st June 2018. 

 
9. County Councillors Report: (Cllr James Reeder, Cllr Keith Robinson) 

James Reeder reported that there have been changes in personnel at Suffolk County Council with 

a new leader (Matthew Hicks), Mary Evans heading Highways and that he was now a cabinet 

member with a health remit.  He said that Highways was a top priority and he felt that Mary 

Evans was introducing a new and more robust approach to repairs.  Sam Perks said that it would 

be useful if the Parish Council could be informed of what they were not going to do so that the 

Parish Council would consider alternative arrangements. 

 

10. Planning: 

The draft proposal to Divert Flixton Public Footpaths No 4 (Part) and No 10 (Part) was discussed 

and no concerns were raised. 

Approvals by WDC - Approval of Reserved Matters – Demolition of Prison Site 

11. Funds from Telecoms Mast 

John Nichols reported on the response he had received from the representative of the Diocese 

which stated that they did not wish to dispose of the land at the present time.  In addition they felt 

that it was not a good solution to the parking problems.  John said that he has responded with our 

disappointment and stating that he felt they may not be totally aware of the geography and 

parking issues and has sent photographs of the traffic and measured distances.  He also included 

comments from parents he had spoken to and that providing parking is not the sole reason for 

purchasing the land but to also extend the Millennium Green.  He restated that they had put this 

land forward in the local plan for possible building and WDC response that it is viewed as not 

suitable for building.  He stated that we were prepared to pay a reasonable price which, if 

invested, would provide a better return than currently received by renting as arable land.  He has 

requested a meeting with the committee and finally that we would consider a long lease as a last 

resort. 

12. Finances:  

Expenditure:- £86.96 - S Wells – Clerk’s Expenses (Telephone Allowance 3 x £10.00, stamps 

£6.96, M&S Voucher re audit £50.00). 



13. Correspondence 

E-mail Lord Somerleyton – Peto’s Corner 

Lowestoft Town Council – Response to Local Plan 

East Suffolk - LGBCE briefing sessions for East Suffolk Parish/Town 

Councils 

Evie Cooper – Use of Playing Field June 2020 

SCC - Suffolk County Council cabinet paper notification: School and 

post-16 travel 

East Suffolk - LGBCE briefing sessions for East Suffolk Parish/Town 

Councils 

  

  

14. Any other Business 

The next meeting is scheduled for Monday 16th July 2018. 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.30pm 


