
MINUTES 

Blundeston & Flixton Parish Council Meeting 

Held on Monday 17th September 2018 
  

1. Present:- Mr G Wade (Chairman), Mr S Rees (Vice Chairman), Mr P Button, Mr B Shelton, Mrs G 

Soanes, Mr K Blowers, Mrs B Shaw, Miss M Wright, Mr R Leach, Mr S Perks, Cllr P Ashdown, Cllr J 

Reeder & 4 Parishioners were present. 

 

2. Apologies: J Nichols, Cllr Keith Robinson 

 

3. Approval of Minutes: Minutes of the previous meeting held on 20th August 2018 were approved and 

signed. 

 

4. Declaration of interests: No declarations of interest were received. 

 

5. 15 Minutes for Parishioners input: 

A parishioner commented on the road resurfacing and whether the roads were going to be swept.  Steven 

Rees replied that the letter sent to all residents said that the roads would be swept again if it was required 

and the lines replaced approximately 3 weeks after the resurface.  Comments were made on the short 

notice of the work resulting in the resurfacing having to go around at least one car. 

 

6. Other Parish Business (Parish Councillors) 

Keith Blowers queried why the resurfacing of the road outside the school had not been done to ensure 

that the white lines could have been replaced prior to pupils returning to school as it has resulted in 

absolute chaos.  It was suggested he forward his question to Mary Evans at Suffolk Highways. 

 

Keith also congratulated Blundeston in Bloom for the Gold award received for villages with a population 

between 1000 & 2500.  This was agreed by all present. 

 

Rod Leech asked the District Councillor and County Councillor if it would be possible to arrange a 

compulsory purchase order of the land at Peto’s corner, thus enabling the hedge to be removed to 

improve visibility.  This is a very dangerous corner which the current land owner refuses to do anything 

about.  James Reeder said he would look into this. 

 

Glenis Soanes confirmed that Gina Youngs, the new caretaker for the Village Hall, would be starting on 

1st October 2018. 

 

Brian Shelton said that he has been asked when the See Saw would return to the play park and 

commented on some curled boards on the skate park.  Keith Blowers confirmed that the See Saw would 

be returning at some point and that he and Paul Button would take a look at the skate park. 

 

Brian also stated that he had issued four letters to residents requesting that they prune their hedges which 

are obstructing paths, all of which have been responded to.  He also commented on hedge trimmings 

being dumped obstructing the footpath between The Street & The Pippins which have now been removed 

and that he reported the hedge that is obstructing the footpath on the SCC website. Graham Wade also 

commented that still nothing had been done about the footpath between The Street and Market Lane. 

 

7. District Councillors Report: (Cllr P Ashdown) 

Paul Ashdown said that they were still awaiting details of the new boundaries from the Boundary 

Commission. 

 



8. County Councillors Report: (Cllr James Reeder, Cllr Keith Robinson) 

James Reeder asked those present about the quality of Broadband in the area and was told that it 

was intermittent, but that it was available in all areas.  He stated that Suffolk CC were pleased 

with both GCSE and A Level results in the area.  He said that work was due to start on the 

Lothingland Crossing at the end of next year and that the Suffolk economy had had a good 

summer with the tourist trade benefiting from the good weather. 

 

9. Planning: 

The following plans were reviewed and recommended for approval. 

Badger Building Ltd – Variation to planning application regarding prison site.  Carports in 

place of garages, to meet purchaser’s request. 

Mrs Freda Costello, 3 Micawber Mews - TPO 241-A1 - Reduce and shape Holly and Thorn 

hedge to height of not less than 3m 

Mr Clive Ffitch, 1 Micawber Mews - TPO 241 A1 - Reduce and shape Holly and Thorn 

hedge to height of not less than 3m. 

 

Paul Ashdown was asked why planning applications for TPO’s had to be applied for each 

year and why permission could not be granted in perpetuity thus saving time and money for 

all concerned.  He said he would raise this with the planning department. 

10. Funds from Telecoms Mast: 

Nothing to report at this meeting. 

11. WW1 Anniversary 

Barbara Shaw said that two Perspex soldiers had been purchased by the Church and placed in 

the pews and enquired as to whether or not the Parish Council would like to contribute with 

proceeds going the Help the Hero’s.  It was suggested that Councillors go to the church and 

see the soldiers for themselves and a decision be made at the next meeting. 

12. Finances:  

Expenditure:-  £30.00 - Clerk’s Expenses (3 x £10 telephone allowance) 

                        £4,560.00 – Boiler Repair (to be refunded by VHMC) 

Income:           Norse Commercial £20.00 (re litter pick) 

13. Correspondence 

E-mail East Suffolk – Housing Strategy 

Highways – Grit bins 

Paul Ashdown – Land at Barkis Meadow 

Police - Coffee Caravan & meet up Mondays 

 

A discussion was held regarding the possible sale by WDC of sections of the green space at Barkis 

Meadow to local residents.  Paul Ashdown confirmed that Andrew Jarvis was currently 

researching the original planning application to confirm the original designation of the land.  He 

confirmed that the thoughts of the Parish Council were paramount and that no action would be 

taken without the prior consent of the Parish Council. 

  

14. Any other Business 

The next meeting is scheduled for Monday 15th October 2018. 

21. There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.15pm 


