
MINUTES 

Blundeston & Flixton Parish Council Meeting 

Held on Monday 21st January 2019 
  

1. Present:- Mr G Wade (Chairman), Mr S Rees (Vice Chairman), Mr J Nichols, Mr K Blowers, Mrs B 

Shaw, Mr S Perks, Miss M Wright, Mr R Leech, Mrs G Soanes, Mr B Shelton, Cllr P Ashdown & 8 

Parishioners were present. 

 

2. Apologies: Mr P Button, Cllr James Reeder, Cllr Keith Robinson 

 

3. Approval of Minutes: Minutes of the previous meeting held on 10th December 2018 were approved and 

signed. 

 

4. Declaration of interests: There were no declarations of interest. 

 

5. 15 Minutes for Parishioners input: 

A parishioner reported that the paint on the parking signs along Church Road had been cleaned but 

unfortunately this had also removed some of the lettering on the signs which may make them 

unenforceable.  Cllr Ashdown said he would report this to Cllr James Reeder. 

 

A parishioner reported that there were still a lot of chippings on the roads.  Steven Rees said that the 

roads had been swept within the last 10 days. 

 

A parishioner reported that the white lines on the roads had still not been replaced.  The Clerk read an 

extract from December’s minutes which confirmed that this work had been scheduled and that Cllr 

Reeder was chasing. 

 

6. Other Parish Business (Parish Councillors) 

Keith Blowers reported on the appalling parking outside the School and asked why no letters had been 

sent to the parents.  Barbara Shaw said that the Head Mistress was going to write to the parents to try and 

persuade them that sensible parking is for the good of both parents and children.  John Nichols confirmed 

that one of the reasons for purchasing the Glebe Land was to try and improve the issue and requested that 

the School and the Church write to the Glebe Committee in support of our proposal. 

 

Rod Leech said he had spoken to Keith Jary and they would like to proceed with replacing the seat 

around the millennium beacon and needed access.  Brian Shelton said he would get a gate key to Rod.  

Keith Jary will provide drawings of “the roof” prior to installation. 

 

Melanie Wright said that following reporting fly tipping at the Fruit Farm on the WDC website she was 

pleased that it was cleared the next day and urged anyone else who sees fly tipping to report it via the 

same method. 

 

Brian Shelton reported that the bottom of the tennis fence around the outside of the court was being 

damaged due to cars driving into it.  It was suggested that he get some costs for repair and ways to keep 

cars from parking too close. 

 

Sam Perks said he had been asked what was the current situation is with the funds from the telecoms 

mast.  He was informed that it was currently on deposit. 

 

Graham Wade reported on a meeting with the rights of way officer when they visited the “Chip Shop” 

footpath.  It has been agreed that it needs partial resurfacing and widening including trimming and 

cutting out dead and overhanging vegetation.  Paul Ashdown said he would try and find out timescales 



for completion of the work.  It was also reported that the footpath between the Street and The Pippins has 

been cut. 

 

7. District Councillors Report: (Cllr P Ashdown) 

Cllr Ashdown reported that Car Park Enforcement officers should be in place in approximately 12 

months’ time which may assist with some of the parking issues.  He also confirmed that there would be 

elections in May for the new authority and Purdah was likely to begin in mid-March, he confirmed that 

he would be a candidate for this Ward for the next 4 years.  He also suggested that we set a date for the 

Village Litter Pick and this was agreed to be March 23rd.  Cllr Ashdown also confirmed that he had no 

update regarding the possible sale/transfer of the land at Barkis Meadow. 

 
8. County Councillors Report: (Cllr James Reeder, Cllr Keith Robinson, read in their absence) 

James Reeder confirmed that Keith had contacted Highways regarding the signs on Church Road 

and had also reported the incident to the police and has a crime number. 

 

9. Planning:  

The following notice has been received and the Clerk confirmed that a copy has been displayed 

on the notice board. 

SCC (Parish of Flixton) (Footpaths 4 (part) and 10 (part)) Public Path Diversion and Definitive 

Map and Statement Modification Order 2019. 

10. Funds from Telecoms Mast: 

Following the most recent response from the Glebe Committee, John Nichols responded on 

10th January outlining his disappointment at their stance and again requesting a site visit to 

explore mutually beneficial alternatives. 

11. Queensway Telephone Box: 

A parishioner explained to the Parish Council her idea to turn the disused Telephone Box at 

Queensway into “Blundeston Library and Book Share”.  The plan would be to install shelves 

and to request books and set up a Facebook page.  It was suggested that the phone box is 

locked at night.  The Parish Council confirmed they were happy to support this proposal and 

Keith Blowers offered to look at the panes of glass that need replacing and the Parish Council 

agreed to pay for the materials. 

12. Finances:  

Precept Budget 2019/20 
The Clerk stated that she John and Mel had looked at the figures and feel there is no need to 

increase the level of Precept from the current year which was £8,914.43.  However, if we 

wish to keep the tax charge the same on Council Tax Bills as 2018/19 (i.e. £20.21) a precept 

of £9,021.54 should be requested which would show as a 0% change on Council Tax Bills.  It 

was therefore proposed and approved that a Precept of £9,021.54 be requested. 

 

Expenditure:  Sunrise Installations £343.93 – Materials for Play Park 

13. Correspondence 

E-mail East Suffolk - Help with dissemination of air quality information 

SPCC – Council Tax Precept 

WDC - Waveney Authority Monitoring Report 2017/18 

Police & Crime Commissioner - SURVEY: Would you be prepared to pay an extra £2* a month 

for policing in the county? 

East Suffolk - Suffolk Coastal Final Draft Local Plan 



 

14. Any other Business 

The next meeting is scheduled for Monday 18th February 2019. 

21. There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.05pm 


