
MINUTES 

Blundeston & Flixton Parish Council Meeting 

Held on Monday 18th February 2019 
  

1. Present:- Mr G Wade (Chairman), Mr S Rees (Vice Chairman), Mr J Nichols, Mr K Blowers, Mrs B 

Shaw, Mr R Leech, Mrs G Soanes, Mr B Shelton, Mr P Button, Cllr P Ashdown & 7 Parishioners were 

present. 

 

2. Apologies:  Miss M Wright, Mr Sam Perks, Cllr James Reeder & Cllr Keith Robinson 

 

3. Approval of Minutes: Minutes of the previous meeting held on 21st January 2019 were approved and 

signed. 

 

4. Declaration of interests: There were no declarations of interest. 

 

5. Clerks Report: 

The Clerk reported that 2 trustees for the Blundeston Charity Trust were due for election re/election at 

the March Parish Council Meeting.  The current trustees are Graham Wade, John Nichols, Julie 

Hetherington and Glenis Soanes with Julie and Glenis up for election re/election.  Julie Hetherington is 

happy to stand for a further 4 year period but there will be one vacancy.  Anyone interested should speak 

to either the Clerk or a trustee. 

 

The Clerk confirmed receipt of the Nomination Packs for the upcoming elections in May which need to 

be completed and submitted prior to 3rd April (they must not be signed prior to 4th March).  The Clerk 

reminded Brian Shelton & Barbara Shaw that they represent Flixton and therefore the Proposer & 

Seconder will need to be residents of Flixton.  The Clerk said that she was happy to deliver the 

completed Nomination Packs to East Suffolk Council if they are brought to the next meeting.   

 

6. 15 Minutes for Parishioners input: 

A parishioner commented on the recent accident at the Fruit Farm and questioned whether the lack of 

white lines had contributed to it.  It was confirmed that James Reeder is still campaigning on our behalf 

about the white lines (or lack of) in the village.  It was also noted that the damage to the fence was a 

matter for the police and the insurance company. 

 

A parishioner commented on inconsiderate parking in the village.  One occurrence recently prevented a 

bus travelling through The Street, it is also a problem for local farmers or any large vehicles trying to 

pass through the village.  There are continuous problems with parking outside the School and it was 

hoped that the Head teacher at the School would take a more proactive role in trying to educate the 

parents of the dangers of inconsiderate/illegal parking. 

 

A parishioner mentioned that some boards and aluminium strips were loose on the Skate Park.  It was 

agreed to have a look at this on Saturday 23rd February. 

 

A parishioner asked if members of the Planning Authority were going to be invited to “Wilmar” Market 

Lane to view the property.  Cllr Ashdown said he would ask the Enforcement Office to visit. 

 

7. Other Parish Business (Parish Councillors) 

Rod Leech showed the Parish Councillors the proposed new bench for the Millennium Beacon.  It is 

made from re-cycled plastic.  The bench is to be paid for and installed by the Jary family. 

 

Barbara Shaw said she had received a telephone call from Cllr Keith Robinson regarding the parking 

issues around the school and the problem with the vandalising of the signs.  He suggested that one way 



of dealing with this would be to replace the single yellow line with a double yellow line thereby 

alleviating the need for signs.  It was felt that this could be problematic for both the Church and School 

when functions are being held and local parking is required. 

 

Brian said he had looked into the cost of getting the tennis fencing repaired and measures to stop cars 

parking too close to it.  He had received one quote of £1,725 + VAT for the fence and £800.00+ VAT for 

wooden posts.  Following a discussion it was agreed that the Councillors would meet on Saturday 23rd 

February at 0900 to have a look and see what was required prior to 2 further quotes being sought.  Paul 

Ashdown said that CIL money could be used to fund this and the Clerk confirmed that there was 

currently £3,854.21 available. 

 

8. District Councillors Report: (Cllr P Ashdown) 

Cllr Ashdown confirmed that the Local Plan had been passed by the Inspector with no changes being 

made that affected the Blundeston area.  This means that no building applications not included in the 

plan would be considered prior to 2034.   

He stated that the meeting to discuss Council Tax levels would be in March and bills would be issued by 

East Suffolk.  There was also going to be a 0300 contact number. 

He stated that this would be his last meeting prior to purdah. 

 
9. County Councillors Report: (Cllr James Reeder, Cllr Keith Robinson – read in their absence) 

Cllr Reeder was pleased to report the great news that the CABs will receive the same level of 

funding for 2019/20 due to Suffolk CCGs contributing the 50% shortfall.  He believes this is 

correct and proper as the CABs does help the NHS save money.   

 

He confirmed that he has completed the forms for funding the lawnmower and is going to liaise 

with Keith re Stephen George's enquiry (Queensway/Fruit Farm fence following accident and 

blocked road gullies). 

 

Cllr Reeder confirmed that he and Cllr Robinson have met with Keith Sampson from Highways 

and discussed white lines etc.  

 

10. Planning:  

The following application was discussed and recommended for approval: 

Applicant:  Owner/Occupier, 1 Meadowlands 

Proposal: Sever the ivy on the thorn and remove ivy where possible to improve the health of 

the canopy, crown lift the canopy from the garden to bring the tree more upright.  Sycamore – 

reduce remaining step height of previously cut stems and tidy. 

11. Funds from Telecoms Mast: 

John Nichols reported that he had received a letter from the Glebe committee stating that they 

had discussed our proposal on several occasion and had made their position clear and were 

not prepared to correspond further on this matter.  John said that he had replied to the letter 

stating their attitude was not what we would expect from a Church of England body and 

disappointment in their lack of engagement in a mutually beneficial proposition. 

12. Hexagon Magazine 

Barbara Shaw commented that the Hexagon magazine contained a lot of content from 

Somerleyton but very little from Blundeston, Lound or Fritton.  It was agreed that the Clerk 

would forward a copy of the summary that is published in the Lowestoft Journal to the 

Hexagon for inclusion. 

13. Correspondence 



E-mail SCC - School Travel Policy changes 

Home Start - Community help 

SALC - MHCLG Communities Framework 

 

14. Any other Business 

The next meeting is scheduled for Monday 18th March 2019.. 

21. There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.15pm 


